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ing from the crappiness of the 
dicity of Brooklyn fivesome 


-Tories-to-the goo 
Clap Your Hands Say Yeah!’s debut album, Stephen 
Chow's comic martial arts masterpiece Kung Fu Hustle 
and The Citadel's brilliant production of Frozen, Vue’s 
writers turn out to be a pretty opinionated bunch as 
they look back on the very best in news and arts in 
this, the year of our lord, two-thousand and five. 


Year of the Strike: 
Jeez, did someone 
dump a gallon of 
commie juice into 
the water supply or 
what? e 12 
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enough? ¢ 38 
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Death to Meth: 
Edmonton bands 
and iHuman take a 
stand against 
kittens—wait! Meth! 
. 45 


Gays and lesbians 
saw their profile 
raised dramatically 
in 2005; Vue takes a 
look back at some 
of the highlights, 
both good and bad 


By TYSON KABAN 


love that dare not speak its 

name; now it’s the love that 
won’t shut up.” A fantastic quote 
from director Mike Nichols that per- 
fectly describes the unmistakeable 
presence of gays and lesbians in poli- 
tics, pop culture and the collective 
consciousness over the past year. 


Mfrs ins as used to be the 
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Mobile Digital Commons Network Researchers 
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BNMI Online Archives Co-production Special Projects 
10th Anniversary Special Projects 

Accelerator Line Producer 


Whether you turned on the CBC, 
picked up a newspaper or overheard 
a conversation at work, chances are, 
in some way or another, you partici- 
pated in the ever-expanding dia- 
logue relating to the minority, their 
issues and their rights in 2005. 

But for each groundbreaking rul- 
ing or snippet of mainstream expo- 
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sure, there was another conflict, a 
scandal, a lingering yet slowly dissi- 
pating, hatred that reminded both 
gays and lesbians that there's still a 
very long way to go before they can 
be completely accepted and recog- 
nized as equals. Still, the profile of 
gays and lesbians has been raised 
remarkably in 2005, putting them 
at the forefront of some of last 


OOLUTION 
SCHNESOLUTION 


year’s most controversial, newswor- 
thy events. 


Canadian Politics 

The legalization of same-sex 
marriage was easily the most talked 
about, controversial story of the 
year. After months of conservative 
(and Conservative) opposition and 
heated debate that divided opinion 
across the country, on June 28, 2005, 
the minority Liberal government, 
with support from tie NDP and Bloc 
Quebecois, finally passed the legisla- 
tion through the House of Com- 
mons by a 158-133 margin. The bill 
became law a month later, making 
Canada the fourth country to legal- 
ize same-sex marriage. 

e Gays and lesbians living in 
Alberta were especially pleased with 


SEE PAGE 8 
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news 
roundup 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


LAYTON: CRANKY! 


As my dear colleague Mr. Berry has so 
eloquently ranted about just to the 
right of this column, there's been a bit 
of a trend in the past couple of elec- 
tions of NDP supporters getting squir- 
relly as voting day looms and shifting 
their ballots towards the Liberals in an 
effort to keep the Conservatives out. 
Well, you can probably imagine how 
this sits with federal New Democrat 
Leader Jack Layton—and if you can’t 
for some reason, Jack was more than 
happy to spell it out for the media ear- 
lier this week, urging Canadians to 
vote for what they believe in rather 
than abandon his party for a tactical, 
anti-right vote. 

According to a report from Reuters, 
Layton spoke to the media on a swing 
through Toronto on Tuesday, dismiss- 
ing the idea that his supporters should 
vote Liberal to prevent a Conservative 
government. “If you want a progres- 
sive member of Parliament, a New 
Democrat, one who will fight for 
change, then you have to vote New 
Democrat. It’s that simple,” Layton 
said. “In order to have the Canada you 
want, you have to vote for the Canada 
you want.” 

Layton went on to remind voters 


vueweexi_y QD 


that considering the NDP had propped 
up the minority government in return 
for Liberal promises to scrap corporate | 
tax cuts and add $4.6 billion in social 
spending, just imagine what his party 
could do this time around with more 
members of Parliament. Of course, 
Layton also didn’t miss the opportunity 
to take a few easy shots and partake in 
a little overly hopeful grandstanding, 
chiding Prime Minister Martin for 
assuming that this was a two-party 
race... which, like, it’s not. What? A 
New Democrat majority government is 
totally plausible! 

“Mr. Martin has a tendency for 
some time—which of course can be 
found in the Liberal Party—of this 
sense of entitlement, almost that he 
has got the right to govern,” Layton 
espoused. “And this idea that there are 
only two choices in this election, | 
think, underlines this notion.” 

Most recent polls show New 
Democrat support at a lofty 20 per 
cent, while the Liberals and Conserva- 
tives each have about 34 per cent. 


CHEQUES: COMING! 


Well, like it or not, this is the month 
that those damned prosperity cheques 
we've all worked so hard for will finally 
be crammed into our proud, god- 
fearin’ Albertan mailboxes—but as for 
exactly when you can expect to receive 
your free iPod money, no one’s saying 
for sure, as it sure turns out it'd be 
pretty easy for someone to go on a 
mail-theft spree and come out with a 
little more of an Alberta Advantage 
than the rest of us. 

According to a report from the 
CBC on Wednesday, an Alberta Finance 
spokeswoman has said that the specific 
date that the cheques will be mailed 


out is to be a big secret in an effort to 
thwart those who would so heartlessly 
and with malice aforethought thieve 
the funds we all so richly deserve. “We 
don’t want to alert members of the 
criminal element that there will be over 
two million cheques going out on any 
particular date,” said Tracey Balash in 
an interview with the CBC. “Don’t run 
out to the mailbox any time in the 
next few weeks.” 

In response to the potential prob- 
lem, Canada Post came forward to 
reassure Albertans that their organiza- 
tion has ample experience delivering 
large numbers of cheques, on account 
of this thing called “tax season.” But 
due to the number of cheques coming 
out at once, some special precautions 
may be taken. “The difference here is 
the sheer volume of cheques, because 
it’s not like some addresses will be get- 
ting them and some won't,” said Post 
spokeswoman Teresa Williams. “We 
can be sure that almost every address 
will be getting a cheque. So we want 
to make sure the cheques are secure, 
not only in the process of post, but 
also after they've been delivered.” 

While Canada Post is considering 
some special measures to make sure all 
cheques end up in the right hands— 
including just putting a card in mail- 
boxes which would be used to receive 
the cheque at a postal outlet after 
proper identification has been 
shown—Williams added that, in the 
end, the best practice is simply to 
check your mail every day in a timely 
fashion. As well, mail recipients should 
refrain from giving their mail to the 
first stranger that walks by their house, 
and if possible, avoid just tossing your 
mail out your front door and putting 
up a sign saying “POSSIBLE CHEQUES 


eral victory 
until Quebec separates. 
_ Thanks to newish political funding 
_ laws, Canadian political parties get 
about $1.75 for every vote they 
"receive per year (so long as their total 
_ is over certain thresholds) to go 
towards funding their political 
endeavours until another election is 
called. In certain ridings, where partic 
ular candidates inevitably win in land- 
slides, the $1.75 is probably more 
Regardless of this, though, 
switching votes at the slightest 
provocation is woefully shortsighted, 
and fairly ignorant of the fact that 
change, surprisingly, tends to take 


time. If you fully believe in a party 
and its goals, it seems obvious to me 
that always considering it an also-ran 


HERE.” That’s just asking for trouble. ® 
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Get out in front 


Get a head start on an in-demand NAIT diploma this winter. Our 
Computer Systems Technology (CST) full-time program puts you in 


the lead with: 


e small classes for individual attention 
relevant curriculum that combines theory with hands-on practice 


numerous co-op employment opportunities 
a broad base of the practical, industry-related skills employers want. 


Classes start 
February 6, 2006. 
Register today! 


For more information: 


www.nait.ca/programs/cst 


780-378-5353 
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Get in. Go far. 


Continued from page 4- 


the federal government's decision, 
which forced Ralph Klein to stop say- 
ing “notwithstanding clause” and to 
see them as equal before the law. To 
celebrate Klein’s loss and, well, love 
and commitment, numerous gay and 
lesbian couples have been married 
since the province's jurisdiction over 
the matter was overturned by the feds, 
including local lawyer and human 
rights activist Julie Lloyd, who married 
her partner in a fairly public ceremony 
at the Folk Fest back in August. 

e Days before the vote to legalize 
same-sex marriage, Deputy PM Anne 
McLellan and NDP leader Jack Lay- 
ton both made appearances at 
Edmonton’s annual gay pride parade 
on June 18. Mayor Stephen Mandel 
happily kicked off the festivities the 
day before at city hall. 

e In November, former provincial 
Environment Minister André Boisclair 
was elected leader of the Parti Quebe- 
cois, making him the first openly gay 
person to head a major political party 
in North America. Two months earli- 
er, Boisclair, a conservative separatist, 
publicly admitted to using cocaine in 
the ’90s while still serving in cabi- 
net—a delinquency the population of 
Quebec seemed to ignore, giving him 
53 per cent of the popular vote over 
seven other candidates. 

ə Former talk-show host/gay- 
rights advocate Rosie O'Donnell 
sailed into Halifax upon a gay fami- 
ly-oriented cruise ship last July. The 
outspoken mother of four took the 
opportunity to applaud Canada’s 
recent recognition of same-sex 
unions and condemn George Bush’s 
archaic treatment of gays and les- 
bians in the U.S. in the presence of 
several Canadian media outlets. In 
December, O'Donnell once again dis- 
played her affection for our relatively 
gay-friendly country by offering a 


| sizable donation to federal NDP can- 


didate Peg Norman’s election cam- 
paign. Unfortunately Norman, a 
personal friend, had to refuse the 
generous offer because O'Donnell 
isn’t a Canadian citizen. 


Wet Newser ec re 

* Dubbing homosexuals “intrinsi- 
cally disordered,” the Vatican pub- 
lished a disconcerting document in 
November that outlines a plan to ban 
all gay men from serving in the 
Catholic clergy. Well, sort of—the arti- 
cle states that any gay man who has 
been celibate for at least three years 
may be considered for the priesthood. 
But heterosexual men who support 
and condone the homosexual lifestyle 
in others would not be eligible. 

ə Back in July, it was reported 
that two teens were brutally lashed 
228 times before being executed at 
the hands of a religious court in Iran 
that found the 18- and 16-year-olds 
guilty of homosexuality. 

e According to Victor Janoff, 
author of the book Pink Blood: Homo- 
phobic Violence In Canada, which was 
published last June, 120 homicides 
and more than 300 incidences of gay- 
bashing have occurred over the past 
15 years in Canada. And Edmonton 
is no exception. Around the same 
time the book was published, two 
separate incidences of assault on gay 
men were reported to city police dur- 
ing Edmonton's Pride Week. The 
crimes have been investigated and 
charges laid against at least one of 
the perpetrators. 


Film and Television 

Brokeback Mountain: a gay cowboy 
movie. Is there anything else to say? 

e Felicity Huffman (Desperate 
Housewives) should be hard to beat 
come awards season. Her remarkable 
performance as a pre-op transsexual 
in the film Transamerica aims the 
spotlight directly on the struggles 
and realities members of the trans- 
gendered community face every day 
as a minority within a minority. 

e In August, the drama Queer As 
Folk finished off its five-year run on 
American cable. The show, which 
revolved around the lives of several 
gay men in Pittsburgh, has courted 
controversy from since the first 
episode because of its graphic and 
somewhat stereotypical portrayal of 
gay men. Its lesbian-centric sister 
show, The L Word, is currently in its 
third season on the same network. © 
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A Division of Transglobal Communications Group Inc. 


Seeking Outstanding Creative Individuals 


s Classical/Traditional Artists (Expressional Realism) 
e Illustrators (Pixar/Walt Disney style) 


* Designers 
¢ Production Designers 
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« Product Coordinators 


Full time and contract positions available. 


Indicate the position you are applying for in the subject line of 
your email, resumes without samples will NOT be considered. 


Send all resumes and samples to: career@transglobal.ca 


Please do not send abstract, or violent subject matter, only 
send works of art that appeal to the mass commercial market. 


VUEWEEKLY JANUARY 5-11, 2006 


kd 
= By DAVID YOUNG 
AND TB PLAYER 


Happy New Year! The Oilers finished off 
2005 with three matches and kicked off 
2006 with some fireworks. The Oilers lost 
4-2 to the troublesome Minnesota Wild 
at Rexall on December 28, then beat up 
on the Nashville Predators 4-2 here at 
home two days later. New Year’s Eve saw 
the Oilers lose to “old acquaintances” 
(the Calgary Flames) in a 6-5 barnburner 
that won't soon “be forgot.” But the first 
game of 2006 was a 5-0 romp of the 
Chicago Blackhawks at Rexall Place. It’s a 
great way to start the year, and TB and 
Dave break out the bubbly. 


A shout-out for the shutout Ty Con- 
klin just made Craig MacTavish’s job a 
little tougher with his shutout win over 
Chicago. Until now, it seemed the key to 
success was to pull the goalie, as a cou- 
ple of weeks ago MacT pulled the keep- 
er in three consecutive games (against 
Vancouver, Calgary and Vancouver 
again) and watched his team rally to 
win them all. I’m sure (well, as sure as | 
can be without actually researching) 
that this has never happened before. | 
figured the Oil could adopt a 
goaltending system just like baseball's 


. pico Sh OaeaNONReR long) 


reliever and a closer. At least now we 
have a pitcher... er, goalie, that looks on 
the way to being a starter after that 
Conklin shutout. Does this make Jason 
Smith the designated hitter? (TB) 


Gimme an H! Shawn Horcoff, who 
scored the first goal in the Chicago 
game, is still riding a perfect 7-0 record. 
That record? If he scores, the Oilers win. 
Interesting factoids: In five of those seven 
games, Horcoff scored the first goal of 
the game. In the other two games where 
he scored and the Oil won, the first goals 
of those games were scored by Edmon- 
ton‘s Todd Harvey and Calgary’s Kristian 
Huselius, two other players with sur- 
names beginning with H. (DY) 


Schrempsky? Ales Hemsky and Lon- 
don Knight/Team Junior USA centre 
Robbie Schremp look like they could 
be the future of this team, and I’m all 
for it. Edmontonians like the firebrand 
style of hockey these two play and 
there’s no talking them out of it. If we 
wanted to watch 2-1 games, we’d still 
have a soccer team. (TB) 


Junior minute The World Junior tour- 
nament has been a thrill. | watched 
Canada beat the States in the round 
robin and couldn’t get the shit-eating 
grin off my face—at least until the last 
couple minutes of the Edmonton/Cal- 
gary game that followed. It’s Canada 
and Russia in the finals and hopefully In 
the Box can look back on a Gold Medal 
win for the Junior Canadians by next 
issue. Until then, ponder these two 
Junior tournament mysteries: Why in hell 
does Canada have such trouble with the 


Swiss hockey te y does Nor- 
way have such ugly jerseys? (TB) 


Stats that will blow your mind 
With two more goals on Tuesday night, 
Fernando Pisani has quietly scored 13 
goals this season for the Oilers. But he 
hasn't been the most effective Oiler on 
the ice. By taking each player's total 
time on the ice this season divided by 
that player's point total, the most 
effective Oiler thus far has been Ales 
Hemsky who sits third in overall scor- 
ing but has managed to score the 
equivalent of one point for every 18.15 
minutes on the ice, leading the team in 
this category. Based on this math, 


if we wanted to watch 
2-1 games, we’d still 
have a soccer team. 


Shawn Horcoff has averaged 18.65 ice 
minutes per point, while Jarret Stoll has 
notched one point for every 19.37 
minutes. The least effective Oiler for- 
ward, by contrast, has been Todd Har- 
vey, with 44.2 minutes per point. 
Pisani, by the way, has averaged one 
point for every 23.81 minutes of ice 
time. What does this prove? There’s 
about one hour out there spent doing 
math that I will never get back. (DY) 


T.O. G.M. J.P. O.K. Since TB mentioned 
baseball earlier, here's something | 
noticed, off the hockey path though it 
may be. Blue Jays G.M. J.P. Ricciardi has 
been busy this off-season, signing 
pitchers A.J. Burnett and B.J Ryan. The 
team, however, will still B.L.O.W. (DY) 


het a sound career 


You are a music fanatic. You 
bought the first-generation iPod 
You also play video games for the 
sound effects. You don't watch 
movies, you hear them 
Headphones are required wear. 
Don't get stuck in a job, follow your 
true passion. Tune-up for a career 
in audio engineering today 
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The Centre for Arts and Technology 
provides an inspired environment 
for motivated students seeking a 
real education in recording arts 
_, Get paid to do what you love. 


| . 3D Animation 
* 3D Game Art and Design 
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Oh, those crazy Tories! 


A look back at 
some of the Alberta 
Tories’ worst public 
moments in 2005 


By EMMA SASSE 


igovernment is about much more 

than just pissing several genera- 
tions’ worth of wealth and ecologt- 
cal endowment up the wall. Indeed, 
it’s also about the unadulterated, 
vulgar pursuit of power at all costs, 
and that’s why many 2005 provin- 
cial news stories were influenced by 
the unofficial race to succeed Ralph 
Klein. But not all provincial news 
was about which guy is going to get 
to genuflect for Big Oil—er, I mean, 
run Alberta next. There was plenty 
of time for scandal, pocket-padding, 
and lying prostrate for George Bush 
and Dick Cheney. Here are a few 
Tory highlights from 2005. 


fee Alberta’s Conservative 


January—Rod Love begins work as 
Klein’s chief of staff, after Steve West 
was roundly blamed for the Tories’ 
2004 election performance and was 
given a gentle boot out the door. 
The gentle boot becomes a golden 
handshake when CFRN reveals in 
late February that West got $180,000 
in severance for six months of work. 
Klein is on vacation at the time, and 
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doesn’t talk about the severance in 
the press until March 4, well after 
the story has died. 

January—Former Energy Minis- 
ter Murray Smith starts work as head 
of Alberta’s “Washington trade 
office,” despite lacking any experi- 
ence in diplomacy or trade. Smith 
was appointed three short weeks 
after the provincial election in late 
2004. Smith's pay package is around 
$250,000, including a living and car 
allowance. The Washington salary 
comes on top of $347,000 in MLA 
severance pay. 
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February 13—A Conservative 
backbencher has an independent 
thought. Calgary MLA Dave Rodney 
introduces a private members’ bill 
banning smoking in public places. 
Oh, the gnashing of teeth! The wet- 
tening of garments! Never mind that 
nobody on the North American con- 
tinent really expects to smoke 
indoors anymore—the Premier of 
Alberta will do anything to stop the 
progress of good manners, and 
freeze-frame a reality where it’s still 
okay to burn a hole in the carpet and 
yellow-stain the wallpaper. Alberta’s 
smoking law passes as a half-assed 
provirice-wide ban on smoking in 
establishments that allow minors. 

March 23—Ralph Klein visits 


Murray Smith and Dick Cheney in 
Washington. When Klein was asked 
about oil drilling inthe Arctic 
Wildlife Refuge, the Edmonton Journal 
reports that he said he didn’t know if 
he supported it. Murray Smith cor- 
rected him: yes, indeed, Alberta does 
support such drilling. Klein also indi- 
cates Alberta supports George Bush’s 
plans for missile defense. The Journal 
reports these statements, but no one 
in the Alberta press corps seems to 
care or know that a provincial politi- 
cian taking positions contrary to the 
federal government outside Canadi- 
an borders is, in fact, a major- diplo- 
matic faux pas. Klein gets yet another 
free pass from his squeak toys in the 
Alberta media. ; 

April 4—Records of political 
party donations for 2004 are 
released, showing the Conservatives 
got 80 per cent of their 2004 dona- 
tions from corporations, compared 
to the Liberals’ 50 per cent and the 
NDP’s five per cent. Records also 
show less than 20 per cent of the 
Conservatives’ donations came from 
individuals, compared to the Liber- 
als’ 40 and the NDP’s 80. The Journal 
ignores the story; only the Edmonton 
Sun covers the issue. 

June 25—An investigation into a 
scandal surrounding Calgary's munic- 
ipal elections reveals there was, 
according to the Calgary Herald, “an 
organized but unsuccessful attempt to 
stuff ballot boxes.” Alderman Margot 
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The possessor of one of the most € 


that matter) Cindy Church never confuses 
sentiment with sentimentality. Instead she 
takes tunes by the likes of Paul Kennerly, 
Richard Leigh, Gillian Welch, and both lan 
and Sylvia Tyson, and invests them with pain 
power, sadness and joy, making them 


Aftergood admitted her campaign 
team requested 1,266 mail-in ballots 
and had them sent to a mailbox rent- 
ed by her husband, David. Aftergood’s 
husband, brother-in-law and three 
other members of her campaign 
team—including two brothers of Con- 
servative MLA Hung Pham—were 
charged under the Elections Act. 
Police documents show many electors 
denied requesting the mail-in ballots. 
Aftergood denies any wrongdoing; 
the case will go to trial in 2006. , 
July 13—Klein’s chief of staff, Rod 
Love, deputy ministers, and 60 other 
top government appointees, including 
Alberta's Washington envoy, Murray 
Smith, get a 27 per ceht raise, an 
increase in pension, and a nine per 
cent increase in annual bonuses. 
When asked about the raise, Klein 
insists that it was for deputy ministers 
only, and had po idea his right-hand 
man had just given himself a raise in 
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salary and increased his bonus eligibil- 
ity to 25 per cent of his salary. 

July 13—MLAs who sit on 
committees get an eight per cent 
raise. Most committees are Conserv- 
ative-only, as Alberta is the only 
province without all-party standing 
committees. 

July 14—In the wake of pay 
hikes for top government 
appointees, some MLAs begin to 
muse publicly about getting in on 
the action. The Edmonton Sun reports 
MLA Tony Abbott is interested in a 
raise. Expect this one to simmer 
throughout 2006. 

July 28—Internal government 
documents are leaked to the opposi- 
tion. The first concerns Infrastruc- 
ture Minister Lyle Oberg’s decision 
to allow more billboards, and 
Oberg’s presentation to caucus out- 
lining plans to borrow money in 


* order to slay Alberta’s infrastructure 


debt. Oberg looks like a boob for 
wanting to borrow money in “debt- 
free” Alberta. Seems a little odd: two 
stories in the same week about how 
Lyle Oberg, leadership contender, 
wants to do something unpopular— 
a result of leaks many attributed to 
the Premier's office while Rod Love 
was still in charge. A couple of weeks 
later, it becomes clear Klein isn’t 
quitting anytime soon. The Premier's 
chief of staff, Rod Love, quits. He 
now works on the Jim Dinning lead- 
ership campaign, Lyle Oberg’s rival. 

October 3—The Auditor Gener- 
al finds $100 million in royalty tax 
credits to the oil and gas industry 
are, in the government's words, 
designed to “provide financial assis- 
tance to the industry” in a time of 
record profits. 

December 10—Conservative 
leadership contender Mark Norris 
releases a list of 100 people—all 
men—who have pledged $10,000 to 
his campaign for the Premier’s chair, 
challenging all other contenders to 
do the same. Frontrunner Jim Din- 
ning refuses to disclose his donors, 
as does Lyle Oberg. Meanwhile, even 
Stephen Harper is proposing to 
tighten up election finance rules. © 


CORRECTION 


Last week’s lead story (“Reuben 
Wu,” Vue Weekly #532) was incor- 
rectly attributed on the cover. The 


writer of the story was David Berry, 
which appeared correctly within 
the issue itself. Vue Weekly regrets 
the error and apologizes for any 
confusion this may have caused. 
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4 
en local artist Ray Biesinger 
et out to host a viewing of 
W next Monday’s leaders’ debate 
the Black Dog basement, he could 
have been thinking any number of 
things. Maybe he wanted to try to 
stimulate the frequently maligned 
"youth vote; perhaps he thought a 
_pub would be a perfect place for 
grassroots politics. But then again, it 
probably had more to do with the 
fact that he doesn’t have cable. 
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“It started very simply, in that I 
have a television, and it’s connected 
to a VHS player and the DVD player, 
but it’s not connected to, you know, 
the television,” he explains, leaning 
back on a chair in his home studio. 
“So in late November, when they 
announced it was going to happen, I 
was like, ‘Oh, we've got to get toa 
friend’s house and watch this thing.’ 
And then I decided that if we gotoa 
friend’s house, it had to be a party. 
And then it turned into, ‘Oh, wait, I 
can’t tell friends to have parties.’ 

“So then I thought that maybe 
something bigger would be a good 
idea,” he continues. “And making 
something totally open to the pub- 
lic, open to all sorts of opinions, or 
lack of opinions; something even for 
people who maybe just want to 
hang out, and don’t necessarily feel 
involved in politics to take part in.” 

Necessity being the mother of all 


invention, Biesinger—whose artwork 
graces Vue and countless other, more 
prestigious publications on a regular 
basis and who is also one half of 
moise-rock duo The Vertical Struts— 
found a way to turn his need to see 
Paul Martin, Stephen Harper, Jack 
Layton and Gilles Duceppe trade 
barbs and policies into a downright 
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event, booking out the Underdog and 
inviting one and all to pop down the 
stairs for a pint and a political debate. 

“I think there's an enthusiasm; a 
lot of people seem to think it's a 
really good idea, almost like it’s the 
excuse that they need to watch this 
thing,” he says. “I think there's a lot 
of people in our age group who 
know that they should be watching 
this, but they need a reason to do 
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it—it’s just like taking out the 
garbage. Well, for some people. For 
me it's something else, obviously.” 


OF COURSE, even if politics is some- 
thing that’s a little more up 
Biesinger’s alley, he finds that it’s not 
something he ever seems to talk 
about too often, for whatever rea- 
son. There’s a good chance though, 
he thinks, that watching a debate in 
the basement of a local bar will 
probably steer the subject of the 
night towards politics. 

“I think that, among my circle, 
no one ever sets the discussion agen- 
da in that direction,” he explains. 
“Part of it is that there’s a lot of agree- 
ment, but it’s just seldom that some- 
one comes to a house party and says, 
“I just need to talk about the daycare 
system,’ or, ‘This Gomery thing is 
really pissing me off.’ Perhaps some- 
thing like this will be the issue of the 
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evening, and perhaps it will key a lit- 
tle more conversation in that way. 

“I look forward to there being a 
number of people of different politi- 
cal stripes there,” he continues. “It’s 
early, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., and I'd 
be really happy if there were people 
there who were blabbing and talking 
and discussing politics until the wee 
hours. That’s the thing; I was think- 
ing about the pub, and how it used 
to be centres of political activism of 
all kinds. Who knows, maybe it will 
be a political Underdog.” 

For all the potential, though, 
Biesinger does admit that having a 
political debate at a bar does also 
come with one potential downside. 
‘Hopefully people will be able to 
remember what they were arguing 
about,” he says with a laugh. © 
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ar of the strike 


Vue looks back and 
reflects on one of 
organized labour’s 
busiest years in 
recent memory 


By ROSS MOROZ 


paper, it seems like we're living 
n a golden era for working peo- 
ple in Alberta. But in reality, 
2005 will be remembered by many 
as of a year of bitter, protracted, and 
even violent labour disputes 
throughout our province. From the 
millionaire Edmonton Oilers and 
Calgary Flames being locked out by 
NHL owners to the poor, largely 
immigrant workforce that walked 
the line outside Brooks’s Lakeside 
Packers, labour unrest in 2005 in 
Alberta was not confined to any par- 
ticular industry or sector of the 
workforce, affecting blue- and white- 
collar workers and disrupting every- 
thing from meatpacking to 
telecommunications to broadcast- 
ing. Here, then, is a recap of some of 
the major labour disputes that 
affected Alberta's economy in 2005. 


NHLPA vs. NHL 

When 2005 began, four months 
had already passed since the Nation- 
al Hockey League Board of Gover- 


nors voted to lockout players on 
September 15, 2004. Albertans still 
felt little sympathy for either the 
petulant, overpaid superstars of the 
NHL Players’ Association that had 
been forced out on the street (or, 
more accurately, to play in Europe 
for slightly less money) or the 
greedy, billionaire owners who 
claimed to actually be losing less 
money than if the league had been 
operating normally. 

But by this point in the dispute 
(which would go on to last over 300 
days, making it the longest labour 
disruption in the history of profes- 
sional sport), the dearth of NHL 
hockey was putting a dent in pocket- 
books far less hefty than those of 
Jarome Iginla or Ryan Smyth. Myri- 
ad industries depend on the eco- 
nomic activity generated by the two 
NHL clubs in this province, and a 
significant drop in their revenues 
was seen over the course of the lock- 
out, forcing many to cut staff, scale 
back operations or, in some Cases, 
close down entirely. 


TYSON FOODS vs. UFCW 

Alberta’s most explosive labour 
dispute of the year reads more like a 
Dickensian tale of 19th-century 
London than a news report from 
present day Brooks, Alberta. Workers 
at the massive Lakeside Packers 
meatpacking plant joined the Unit- 
ed Food and Commercial Workers 
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Union in 2004, complaining of 
cruel and inhumane working condi- 
tions at the plant. After negotiating 
for months to no avail, a govern- 
ment-appointed arbitrator proposed 
a deal which was accepted by the 
union but flatly rejected by Tyson 
Foods, the Arkansas-based owner of 
the plant, who countered with their 
own offer. The union quickly reject- 
ed this iess generous contract and 
pickets went up outside the plant in 
early October. 

Then, things got nasty. The strik- 
ing workers, mainly recent immi- 
grants from Africa, began to 
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complain of violence and intimida- 
tion on the picket line at the hands 
of the predominantly white workers 
who chose to continue to work 
throughout the strike. Picketers van- 
dalized buses carrying replacement 
workers into the plant. A union 
member was charged with assaulting 
an RCMP officer after the Mounties 
were called in to keep the peace. 
Union boss Doug O'Halloran was 
charged with assault after a fistfight 
on the first day of the dispute, and 
days later six Lakeside managers 
were charged after a supposedly 
deliberate car accident in which 
O'Halloran was injured. 

Striking workers eventually 
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returned to work after a new con- 
tract was ratified in early November, 
but after a bitter, violent, racially 
charged labour dispute that shed 
light on the ugly state of labour rela- 
tions in the heartland of Alberta, the 
uncomfortable tensions exposed by 
the Lakeside Packers plant will 
almost certainly flare up somewhere 
else in the province sooner rather 
than later. 


TWU vs. TELUS 

Telus’s 13,000 Telecommunica- 
tions Workers Union members 
walked off the job on July 21, one 
day before the telecommunications 
giant planned to impose a contract 
upon its workers that had already 
been rejected by the union. While 
the union painted the job action as a 
lockout, claiming that the corpora- 
tion planned to close the offices of 
workers who refused to work under 
the new contract, Telus management 
accused the TWU of not acting 
according to its members’ wishes, 
pointing out that, while its contract 
had been rejected by union leaders, 
the TWU had refused to put the con- 
tract to a free vote. 

With many of its members cross- 
ing the picket line, the union’s exec- 
utive began to soften its hardline 
stance, reaching a tentative deal 
with Telus on October 11. When put 
to a free vote, however, the contract 
was defeated by a margin of only 53 
votes, and the strike continued until 
an agreement was reached in mid- 
November. By that time, Telus had 
lost $65 million, and over 59 per 
cent of union membership had 
crossed the picket line. 


CMG vs. CBC 

After nearly two years of fruitless 
negotiation, on August 14 the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corporation took 
the “regrettable but necessary step” 
of locking out 5,500 members of the 
Canadian Media Guild, forcing 
everyone from Peter Mansbridge and 
Ron MacLean to the guy who holds 
the boom mike during the evening 
news in Inuvik out onto the picket 
lines. The roughly 150 guild mem- 
bers who staff CBC’s downtown 
Edmonton studios began to picket in 
earnest, competing for sidewalk 
space with the aforementioned strik- 
ing Telus workers, making for a 
somewhat surreal scene of white-col- 
lar labour unrest in the heart of 
Edmonton's prosperous downtown. 

The lockout went largely unno- 
ticed by the general public over the 
summer, but with the NHL set to 
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resume play in October and a possi- 
ble federal election looming and 
with public sympathy falling heavily 
on the side of the CMG, CBC man- 
agement quickly negotiated a con- 
tract that was highly favourable to 
the union, causing many pundits to 
wonder what CBC management had 
gained with its aggressive bargaining 
tactics. 


ANALYSIS 

All this disruption probably 
seems a bit surprising in a province 
enjoying an unprecedented era of 
prosperity and its lowest level of 
unemployment in a generation. But 
a closer look at the issues that pre- 
cipitated these strikes and lockouts 
(and a number of smaller labour 
conflicts throughout the province) 
helps explain why a province with 
an acute labour shortage seems to 
have so much trouble keeping its 
workers happy. 

The main sticking points in all of 
these disputes were not traditional 
complaints about wages or bene- 
fits—somewhat unbelievably, many 
union members in all of these dis- 
putes were happy to tell reporters 
that they felt reasonably well paid. 
Instead, these disputes were largely 
about working conditions, holiday 
and break policies, fears about con- 
tracting out and the corporate cli- 
mate in general. CBC employees 
balked at the prospect of the corpo- 
ration being able to hire future 
workers as either full-time employ- 
ees with full benefits or as temporary 
contract workers at their discretion, 
even though this move would have 
not directly affected any current 
CBC employees. Similarly, TWU 
members found Telus’s future plans 
to contract out work to foreign firms 
reprehensible enough to hit the 
streets in protest. 

Conventional wisdom insists 
that Alberta is a place dominated by 
an anti-union, pro-free market, indi- 
vidualist sentiment, and that this 
open-shop tradition, combined with 
our explosive economy and lucrative 
job market, should have made 
unions largely unnecessary in Alber- 
ta by 2005. But as this past year has 
shown, organized labour in Alberta 
is not going away; if anything, the 
adherence to law of supply and 
demand so favoured by traditional 
anti-union capitalists has trickled 
down to the working class, who 

have realized that an acute labour 
shortage puts them in a position to 
more aggressively hold employers to 
account. © 3 
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Haruki Murakami’s 
Kafka on the Shore 
tops a somewhat 
arbitrary list of last 
year’s literary gems 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ven that few individual critics 
t can plausibly call themselves 
ed to comment on even half 
of all the potentially great books pub- 
lished in a single year, it should be 
clearly understood that what follows 
isn’t by any stretch a comprehensive 
assessment, but rather just a single 
bibliophile’s selection of a few gems 
encountered through haphazard read- 
ing patterns over the last 12 months. 
So, without further ado, let me share 
with you a handful of titles that 
helped make my 2005 a year of magi- 
cal reading. 


1. Kafka on the Shore 
Haruki Murakami’s latest novel is 
also among his most densely fantas- 
tical. At its centre is a 15-year-old 
runaway. In alternating chapters we 
meet an elderly, illiterate, mentally 
challenged man who talks to cats. 
Later we meet a phantom pimp dis- 
guised as Colonel Sanders. Sound a 
little too goofy? Listen, if you've 
never read Murakami, know that, 
not unlike the Czech author men- 
tioned in the title, he possesses a 
superb talent for approaching the 
craziest flights of transfiguration and 
metaphysics with the same clear, 
` simple language he uses to describe a 
guy making spaghetti. Everything 
unfolds with a strange inevitability 
and is charged with conflicts ground- 
ed in the most genuine anxieties and 
an unusual sensitivity to the perdi- 
tion of adolescence. True, this time 
Murakami does seem especially 
unconcerned with drawing satisfying 
conclusions from his labyrinth of 
interconnections, but the sense of 
the journey is so transporting, I 
doubt you'll hold it against him. 
2. Never Let Me Go 


Kazuo Ishiguro has delved liberal- - 


ly into weirdness and metaphor for 
some years now, but with a tone even 
more understated and pointedly sub- 
jective than Murakami. Ishiguro’s 
young heroine works through memo- 
ties of her childhood at Hailsham, the 
wood-enclosed private school that 
constituted her entire universe until 
adulthood, holding within it all her 
sense of wonder, her friendships, her 
sexual identity and her knowledge of 
life and the world. Though it might 
seem like he’s deliberately withhold- 
ing information for cheap suspense, 
Ishiguro’s prose never feels coy. Suffice 
to say that there is an element of sci- 
ence fiction, but as with late Philip K. 
Dick, its purpose isn’t to impress a 
plausible futuristic hypothesis upon 
us, but to explore the ontological 
aspects of identity, love and percep- 
tion. There’s also a stinging political 
allegory to be read here for inclined. 

3. A Great and Noble Scheme 
2005 marked the 250th anniver- 


sary of the expulsion of the Acadians 
from their Maritime home, an event 
as shameful as any in the history of 
the Americas, one that’s only recently 
gained appropriate recognition from 
our federal government. John Mack 
Faragher’s impressive examination of 
the expulsion provides us with greater 
understanding and context than we've 
previously had. The book features a 
concise history of l’Acadie, describing 
their uniquely peaceable cohabitation 
and intercultural exchange with the 
Mi'kmaq and applauding them for 
forging their own identity as the first 
Americans to define themselves dis- 
tinctly from their European roots. 
Faragher’s purpose is not merely to 
remind us of past evils; the expulsion 
was the first case of state-sponsored 
ethnic cleansing in North America 
and was fuelled by misunderstood 
accusations and misplaced aggression 


that bears an eerie similarity to acts of 
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upheaval and forced restructuring 
spreading chaos in the world today. 

4. Here Is Where We Meet 

Characteristically nomadic and 
resistant to classification, John Berg- 
er’s casual encounters with dead peo- 
ple and geographical space as springs 
of living memory, never announces 
their larger purposes or final destina- 
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tions—the encounters keep shifting, 
the movement giving way to a loos- 
ening of historical order. Whether 
meeting with his mother for walks in 
Lisbon or with 30,000 year-old paint- 
ings in darkened caves of France, 
Berger weaves together the processes 
of creativity, labour, cooking, the 
removal of boots and travelling along 
highways into a single fabric of 
streaming experience. He gives us 
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back-the world like few writers do: 
sculpted, mulled over but with the 
raw materials gleaming on the sur- 
face. This travelogue-memoir-fiction- 
essay hybrid is come by naturally, 
without much sense of a classical lit- 
erary schema at work. But there is an 
awareness of collected parts building 
up to something never quite 
teached—to reach it would be to deny 
the transitory nature of the work and 
impose a fixed view. It mirrors a poet- 
ic “hunch” that Berger declares 
towards the end: “Counting is a way 
of'secretly approaching something 
other than what is being counted.” 

S. The Ongoing Moment 

Berger's clearest literary protégé is 
Geoff Dyer, another British-born 
vagabond who frequently writes 
books no one knows where to file. His 
latest is a personal passage through 
(mostly) American photography, an 
account guided not by any scholarly 
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schema but by instinct, by his being 
drawn toward enigma—one clue leads 
him to another, even richer, one 
Dyer’s sense of the medium’s history 
is impressive, and his weaving of pho- 
tographers’ philosophies, biographies 
and interactions beautifully overlaps 
his investigations into their images 
But what makes this book live rests 
not so much in Dyer’s analysis of 
photography as in what he sees 
beneath the surface of these pho- 
tographs. This is linked to something 
Dyer well understands in photogra- 
phy: darkness, and that what is not 
seen is essential. But it’s by reading 
Dyer's interaction with things we 
can't readily see that gives The Ongo- 
ing Moment its power as true literature 
rather than literature about some- 
thing else. His descriptions of images 
ignite our imagination and take us 
down more adventurous paths than 
we'd have otherwise travelled. ® 


infinite 
lives 


By DARREN ZENKO 


The Artful Roger, 
continued 


“Video games by their nature require play- 
er choices, which is the opposite of the 
strategy of serious film and literature, 
which requires authorial control. [...] 1 
believe the nature of the medium prevents 
it from moving beyond craftsmanship to 
the stature of art.” —Roger Ebert 


Fighting Words? Two weeks ago in this 
space | put down my wine glass, roach 
clip, cheap jokes and gamer nostalgia 
almost long enough to consider serious- 
ly some of Eberts coments, these magi- 


every month 


cal spells Which recently summoned up 


a shitstorm of outcry and (sorta) debate 
in the collegium of nerds. Almost; as 
usual when things get serious we ran 
right out of time, space and money. So, 
here we go again; we'll return to 
Dreamcast memories and Bionic Com- 
mando references on the 19th. 

Ebert’s hung up on narrative, specif- 
ically the linear narrative of literature, 
drama and film. The interactive, nonlin- 
ear fiction that’s (ideally) at the heart of 
narrative videogames is beyond him, 
and thus beyond his concept of art. It’s 
not his fault, really; he was forming his 
ideas of art and entertainment at a time 
when the concept of interactive narra- 
tives that change according to the will 
and whim of those who experience it 
was avant-garde, and the concept of 
such interactive fiction becoming a 
multi-billion-dollar, globally networked 
mass medium to rival Hollywood was 
pure science fiction. He can’t see that 
game-making—evoking emotion and 
stimulating intellect and imagination 
through gameplay experience—is an 
art in itself. 

He’s not the only one that didn’t 


get the memo. One of the hafdest-! | gamés' When’ something (an inferiority 


dying concepts in gaming is this mysti- 
cal idea of the perfect game being one 


whose experience is “like playing a- 


movie.” Who the hell wants to play a 
movie? Would I like to play a 
videogame that had movie-like photo- 
realism and A-list writing and voice tal- 
ent? Yeah, that might be nice. But it 
has to be a damn videogame, like a 
game you play rather than a weak-ass 
Choose Your Own Adventure. 

Sorry to get upset, there... | played 
Indigo Prophecy this weekend, and it still 
hurts. | picked it up because | knew I'd 
be writing this column and thought I'd 
check out the state of the art for games 
that bill themselves as Cinematic... 
favourable reviews led me to believe I'd 
at least be playing a decent adventure 
game if not “playing a movie.” | don’t 
want to get into a full review here, but 
damn, what a disappointment. A dumb 
graphic adventure that wouldn't have 
passed muster in the King’s Quest days 
and a bullshit mystic-mystery storyline 
that saves itself from tedium only 
through becoming laugh-out-loud 
ridiculous? This is what happens to 
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complex; lack of imagination) allows the 
aesthetics of film to override the aes- 
thetics of game art. 

The worst way that games mimic 
Hollywood—and thus damage their 
cachet as Art—is industrial. Games went 
from nerd niche to mega-medium 
almost overnight, and as expensive 
mainstream entertainment products 
they need to play it safe in order to 
make mass-market bucks. But unlike 
Hollywood film, mass-market gaming 
doesn’t have a century of experimenta- 
tion, fashion, avant-gardism and accom- 
plishment behind it to give it artistic 
legitimacy. Stock genres are now estab- 
lished, and the great mass of games is 
indistinguishable genre commodities, 
sequels and knockoffs. Games went 
from blocky bleep-blorp to Gun Man 3: 
The Blooding in the span of a single 
childhood; imagine film’s position as Art 
if its canon went from Man Falling Off A 
Ladder to Stealth without picking up 8 
1/2 and Vertigo along the way. 

In a September essay on lostgar- 
den.com, blogger “Danc,” by way of 
discussing Nintendo's strategy in games 
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(as market and as artform), posted an 
excellent critique of the games industry 
as it is: an over-consolidated giant alien- 
ating casual customers and failing to 
attract replacements by putting all their 
eggs in a few baskets (established genres 
relying on diehard gamers for sales) 
whose safety is an actuarial illusion. It’s a 
great read, and his solution (well, his 
analysis of Nintendo's apparent solution) 
to the industry's current artistic and 
looming financial problems—a focus on 
genre innovation and gameplay artistry 
rather that tech, in order to turn non- 
gamers into gamers and to retain casual 
players—is right on the money. 

The Fellinis and Scorsceses of game 
art—and the teams that work to realize 
their visions—are not, have not been 
and will not ever be mere craftsmen. 
The 8 1/2s and Taxi Drivers of game art 
are not, have not been and will not be 
knockoffs of genre pioneers nor weak 
“interactive” apings of film aesthetics. 
There will always be high and low art, in 
any artform, but always a masterpiece 
will be that work which comprehends, 
celebrates and expands our understand- 
ing of what its medium can be. © 
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Do you want Frege with that? 


A philosophy 
degree prepares 
graduates for more 
than food service 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


eard it. Every student who isn’t 
ing trained for a specific job has 

smiled politely through the braying 
laughter that follows this one, tired 
joke. The “humour” is based on the 
teller’s (and, by extension, society’s) 
low opinion of the degree in question. 
When I was at university, I heard it 
most often about philosophy students: 

Q: “What is the most common 
question asked by today’s philoso- 
phers?” 

A: “Do you want fries with that?” 

Alberta’s postsecondary educa- 
tion business is soaring, hitched to 
the jet engine of our economy. Every 
graduate can start immediately in the 
field listed on their freshly-inked cer- 
tificate. Investment equals reward. 
What good is an education in a field 
that isn’t hiring? There aren’t many 
calls for philosophers on Workopolis, 
so what use is a philosophy degree? 

Dr. Bruce Hunter, chair of philos- 
ophy at the University of Alberta 
and a teacher for 30 years, sees Arts 
degrees a little differently. “An 
undergraduate degree isn’t meant to 
train,” he says. “It’s meant to help 
minds flourish. It develops minds to 
use on their own.” 


F: Bachelor of Arts student has 


A PHILOSOPHY DEGREE focuses on 
questions of ethics, epistemology, 
metaphysics and logic. Students con- 
centrate their studies on how we 
ought to live, theories of knowledge, 
questions about the ultimate nature 
of reality and/or a fundamental 
approach to ordering their thoughts. 
The difference between philosophy 
and existential masturbation is this 
application-of a logical framework. 

“The questions we study go back 
to the origins,” says Hunter. “We 
have a very long history of major 
thinkers who wrote texts about these 
big ‘questions. Philosophers not only 
engage these questions in the con- 
temporary world, but also study how 
Others have answered them in the 
Past. We critique the answers and we 
figure out how to answer these ques- 
tions for ourselves.” 

According to Hunter, Arts gradu- 
ates in general and philosophers in 
Particular are just as employable as 


their more application-oriented 
counterparts. “A philosophy degree 
emphasizes critical thinking,” he 
says, which leads graduates to ques- 
tion what they're told. “A graduate 
will have an acute, analytic and criti- 
cal approach to questions... and 
then try to reconstruct better 
answers,” he adds. 


A NUMBER OF philosophy students 
go on to other professional degrees 
such as law, business or education. 
Jaxine Oltean, a lawyer in the federal 
Department of Justice, did graduate 
studies in philosophy before entering 
the Faculty of Law at the U of A in 
1997. “Philosophy gave me the abili- 
ty to understand and keep track of 
very complicated, very abstract con- 
cepts,” says Oltean. “In law, there are 
many novel arguments to be made 
where we have to resort to first prin- 


EDUCATION 


ciples.” Once these most basic 
assumptions have been determined, 
Oltean can develop her reasoning. A 
combination of an undergraduate 
degree in psychology, graduate stud- 
ies in philosophy and a law degree 
makes her ideally suited to this task. 

In the final year of her under- 
graduate Arts degree, Oltean studied 
at Dalhousie University in Halifax. 
One of her graduation requirements 
was a Single full-year course in phi- 
losophy. She took an introductory- 
level class and loved it. 

“T'm glad it came at the end of 
my degree since I wouldn’t have 
done as well in my first year,” she 
admits. “Later, when I was a teacher's 
assistant in philosophy, I saw a lot of 
first-year students struggling. I really 
respected the ones that did well.” 

Oltean is currently assisting with 


Gottlob Frege (1848-1925) was the 
father of modern mathematical logic. 
In 1879 he published Concept-nota- 
tion, a work that was incredibly influ- 
ential on the later works of Ludwig 
Wittgenstein, Bertrand Russell, George 
Boole, and Ernst Schroeder. In “On 
Sense and Meaning,” Frege grappled 
with the problems of the difference 
between meaning and reference, and 
between proper name and its sense. 
He opened up new areas in the study 
of sense and meaning that were wide- 
ly written on over the next five 
decades. —Chris Martin, The Window: 
Philosophy on the Internet 


First Nations residential schools liti- 
gation, a thorny, long-term issue 
that she says has “an agreement in 
principle to resolve.” She produces 
written materials to assist senior 
counsel and drafts numerous briefs 
to be presented before the court. Her 
work moves the issue closer to a res- 
olution every day, and she credits 
her education in philosophy for 
some of the fundamental skills she 
brings to her position. 

“In may legal drafting, my writing 
and formulating of legal arguments, 
I have these strengths because of my 
philosophy education,” she explains. 


HUNTER DESCRIBES a student he 
taught in the early ‘80s who went 
into biotechnology. According to the 
Belgian biotech company CFO, his 
most useful degree was in philoso- 
phy. “His B.Sc. got him into the field 
and his accounting training led to 
his position,” Hunter recalls, “But 
his role involved explaining to peo- 
ple why a certain deal was best for 
them.” His philosophy education 
taught him exactly how to do this. 
“Philosophers are trained not 
only to present an argument, but 
also to anticipate the reservations or 
resistance they might encounter and 
answer them,” says Hunter. “Philoso- 
phers make very good lawyers, and 
build solid business propositions.” Is 
it coincidence that the chief justice 
of the Supreme Court of Canada 
holds a Master of Arts in philosophy 
from the University of Alberta? 
“Philosophers are trained to be 
verbally adept, but also analytical and 
logical in answering questions,” says 
Hunter. This helps in daily discus- 
sions as well as more formal applica- 
tions. Studies over the last 40 years 
show philosophy majors in the Unit- 


SEE PAGE 19 


Basically, all the fun stuff 


Credit and non-credit courses starting in January: 
* Art 
20th Century Modern Art, Encaustic Painting, 


Drawing, Landscapes in Acrylics Cartooning 
% Music 
Vocals, Guitar, Theory, Private Lessons 
% Dance 
Hip Hop, Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Ballroom, Belly Dance 
% New Media 
Intro to Digital Media 
* Photography 
Intro Photography, Phorographic Methods 
* Professional Writing 
Publishing Poetry, Psychology of Creativity, 
Writing for the Ear 
Starting in February: 
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Want a Career in 
aS =1el- 
Therapy? 
Here's how to do it without breaking 
the bank: choose distance learning at 
the MH VICARS SCHOOL of 
MASSAGE THERAPY. Reasonable 


tuition, small classes, and great 
instructors. 


Best of all, you don't have to quit your day 
job. Students come to weekly or monthly 
tutorials for hand-on training. Between 
classes, you work on your own, using our 
excellent materials to guide you. 


Now interviewing for 
January classes. 


Call us 
at 491-0574 


| www.mhvicarsschool.com 
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As pharmacists play an increasing 
role in the drug therapies and 
counseling of their patients, cer- 
tain tasks have been delegated to 
technical assistants. Pharmacy 
technicians are part of a larger 
group of assisting occupations 
that support of health services. 
According to Human Resources 
and Skills Development Canada, 
this group will grow by 2.7 to 3.7 
per cent in Alberta by 2009. Addi- 
tionally, growth will be augmented 
by employment turnover caused 
retiring baby boomers over the 
next five to ten years. The 2005 
Alberta Wage and Salary Survey 
claimed that this occupational 
group earned from $11,900 annu- 
ally for part-time work to $58,200 
a year for full-timers. In summary, 
there are some good paying jobs 
out there and over the next few 
years there will be more. 


To succeed in this market, phar- 
macy technicians must be well- 
trained. The Alberta Careers 
Update 2004 annual report states 
that education and training are 
the keys to success in the changing 
provincial economy. All new jobs 


Take the opportunity to express yourself in a creative 
environment. Be amongst a community of students who 
love the arts as much as you do. Push art and technology 
to the extreme and discover a world of creative 


will favor the well qualified and 
nearly 1/3 of them will call for 
post-secondary, technological or 
trades training. With this in mind, 
Reeves College provides a compre- 
hensive, 30-week Retail Pharmacy 
Technician diploma program to 
prepare students for challenging 
careers as pharmacy technicians. 


Retail pharmacy technicians’ duties 
and responsibilities vary depending 
on their work environment. They 
work under the direction and 
supervision of pharmacists in retail 
drug stores by preparing, packaging 
and labeling prescriptions. They 
maintain appropriate storage and 
security conditions for pharmaceu- 
ticals and medications. Pharmacy 
technicians also create and main- 
tain accurate patient, prescription 
and inventory records. They also 
place orders for stock, a task that 
requires technical knowledge and 
familiarity with the terminology of 
the field. 


Pharmacy technicians also perform 
customer service duties. They han- 
dle customer enquiries over the 
telephone and assist them with 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


RETAIL PHARMACY TECHNICIANS IN DEMAND 


non-prescription related items. 
They may also answer questions 
about non-medicinal products. 
They perform transactions and 
accept payment for prescriptions. 
Additionally, they may price stock 
and mark sale items. Other duties 
may include preparing and recon- 
ciling insurance claims and records. 


The pharmacy technician position 
can be both mentally and physical- 
ly demanding. They must adhere 
to clear guidelines and organized 
methods because there is not room 
for error. They should be able to 
remain calm under pressure and 
handle emergencies as they arise. 
Retail pharmacy technicians must 
be able to pay close attention to 
detail and concentrate while per- 
forming repetitive tasks. Manual 
dexterity is also important to these 
positions. Pharmacy technicians 
spend a lot of time standing. The 
position frequently requires them 
to lift and carry objects weighing 
up to 10 kilograms. 


Because they work as part of a 
team, pharmacy technicians need 
excellent interpersonal communi- 


possibilities through our hands-on education. At The Art 
Institute of Vancouver, our experienced faculty will 


challenge you to develop your talent and skill so you can 


bring your ideas to fruition. 


It’s your future so make the most of it! 


cation skills. They should enjoy 
helping others and be caring and 
patient toward their clients. Phar- 
macy work often involves around 
personal and sensitive material, 
therefore pharmacy technicians 
must act professionally and 
respect their customers’ confiden- 
tiality. They must be familiar with 
all the willing to keep up to date 
with new products as well as 
changes with old pharmaceuticals 
and medications. 


Reeves College is now taking 
applications for the Retail Phar- 
macy Technician program at its 
Downtown campus. Students 
develop the fundamental skills to 
start a career in the field. They 
learn medical terminology and 
pharmacology, inventory, billing 
and customer service skills. Addi- 
tionally, they learn dispensing 
techniques, pharmacy and drug 
law and alternative methods of 
medication dispensation. First Aid 
training, CPR certification and a 5 
week practicum are also included. 
For more information, call 780- 
990-1650 or visit their website: 
www.reevescollege.ca. 


Call us today to find out how you can 
become part of our creative community. 


1.800.661.1885 


The Art Institute 
of Vancouver” 
3264 Beta Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5G 4K4 
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Student awards are 
free cash falling 
from the sky; why 
not hold out a ep? 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


Office at the University of Alberta 
ands out almost $24 million in 
undergraduate scholarships and 
awards. Twenty-four million dollars: 
that would buy a lot of KD and beer, 
a new iPod and fix up the car. And 
whatever was left over could go 
towards tuition, books and rent! 

“The University of Alberta has 
thousands of scholarships available, 
divided largely between entrance 
awards and continuing awards,” 
says Michelle Pollock, a Senior Pro- 
gram Coordinator at the Student 
Awards Office. For students straight 
out of high school 
or with no previ- 
ous postsecondary 
education, a visit 
to the Student Awards Office web- 
site (www.registrar.ualberta.ca) and 
a quick click on “Entrance Awards” 
will land them in their stack of free 
money. Current students, transfer 
students and international students 
have their own sections and their 
own awards. Once they find their 
section, students should apply a 
single time in each category to sub- 
mit themselves for all the awards 
available. 

“We have tried to make the 
process as easy as possible for stu- 
dents to be considered for awards 
based on their academic excellence, 
leadership experience, athletic or 
artistic ability,” says Pollock. She 
receives nearly 15,000 applications 
every year for undergraduate pro- 
grams alone, and if the process is 
easy on the students, it becomes eas- 
ier on the Office. 

For other options, the Alberta 
Learning Information Service web- 
site (www.alis.gov.ab.ca) is a great 
resource for provincially adminis- 
tered funding. The site lists dead- 
lines for application and 
information on how to apply for 
provincial, corporate and social 
group awards. Check out the infor- 
mation on non-repayable bursaries 
based on financial need. Some of 
these, such as the Alberta Oppor- 
tunities and Canada Millennium 
bursaries, consider students auto- 
matically with their student loan 
application. Others require a cou- 
ple of forms filled out. 

Both MacEwan and NAIT have 
similar services for their students. 
MacEwan students accessed over 
$3.6 million through scholarship, 
bursary and award programs in the 
2004/05 academic year. Many of 
Mac ards are targeted at 


Fen year, the Student Awards 


FINANCE 


awards, as well as awards for athlet- 
ics, Aboriginal students and stu- 
dents with disabilities. NAIT awards 
focus strongly on students’ pro- 


grams as well; in fact, recipients are 
selected based on a recommenda- 
tion from the head of their pro- 
gram. For these departmental 
awards, it pays to stand out in your 
teachers’ minds so that they present 
your name when asked. 


OTHERWISE, a majority of scholar- 
ships are assessed automatically, 
based on GPA and/or a nomination 
form from the program. Informa- 
tion on other awards available at the 
U of A, as well as their application 
forms, are available online or at the 
Student Awards Office. Keep in 
mind that, while program-based 
awards might not have the same 
limitation, some institutions cap the 
number of major awards that can be 
won by one person. 

At the University of Alberta, a 
major award is 
defined as $3,500 
or more and limit- 
ed to.one per stu- 
dent, per category such as 
leadership, athletics or the arts. 
NAIT’s fairness clause might disqual- 
ify a student from further award con- 
siderations after $5,000. 

Take the time to read through 
the pages of information and take 
down details on awards that could 
apply to you; deadlines are 
approaching quickly, but you still 
have time to volunteer a couple of 
hours a week in a homeless shelter 
to deliver a better application. “We 
call those ‘pizza party’ applicants,” 
says Pollock with a laugh. “We look 
for sustained involvement, and it’s 
pretty obvious what they’re doing 
when they just turn it on in the last 
half of the year.” She recommends 
that students think about the leader- 
ship awards over the long term, 
since some of them can grant as 
much as $10,000 per year to a 
deserving student. 

Pollock’s best advice is simple. 
“Follow the instructions on the 
application,” she begs. “Don’t send 
in your swimming badges and 
babysitting certificates if they're not 
requested.” Applicants aren't dinged 
for oversupplying material on their 
applications, but the excess is 
trimmed out before the application 
is evaluated. “They're also not win- 
ning any brownie points with the 
staff,” Pollock jokes. 

A little research and some time 
spent filling out forms could net up 
to $10,000 for a struggling student. 
It could be the most rewarding 
homework you do all year. So put 
down the controller to your brand 
new 360, turn off the House rerun 
and surf over to ALIS. You may not 
be worried about it now, but paying 
back those loans is an absolute bitch. 
Anything you can do to knock a year 
or two off your fiduciary serfdom to 
the bank is worth it. © 


Continued from page 15 


ed States score consistently higher on 


| exams such as the Graduate Record 


Examination (GRE), the Graduate 
Management Admissions Test 
(GMAT) and the Law School Admis- 
sion Test (LSAT). The results are obvi- 
ous on the verbal components, which 
emphasize logic more than rhetoric, 
but even manifest themselves on the 
qualitative questions. “In questions 


that study math and analytical skills, 
Philosophy majors do better than any 
humanities or social science except 
economics,” says Hunter. On average, 
they even outscore business gradu- 
ates. In other words, a philosophy 
education trains the mind to excel in 
areas that are in high demand. 


SO WHAT USE is a philosophy 
degree? The program provides us 
with a forum to pursue this very 
question. “Our spiritual craving and 
intellectual curiosity has us ask, 


quench 


“Why?” says Hunter. It’s a powerful 
question. Philosophy curricula were 
eliminated in Chile under Pinochet, 
as well as in some communist coun- 
tries. Philosophers demand justifica- 
tions, which can be dangerous to the 
tuling elite. Today, the ability to 
think for oneself is damned useful 
but underfunded, undervalued and 
outmoded. Our province would 
tather hand $400 to every man, 
woman and child than properly fund 
our educational system. 
Why? Discuss. @ 
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Risky business 


American business 
students learn a 
hard lesson about 
ethics by visiting 
their incarcerated 
colleagues 


By SARAH MURRAY 


s jurors in the trial of Dennis 
fo, former Tyco chair- 
an, watched video clips of his 
wife's lavish birthday bash—com- 
plete with toga-clad women and 
half-naked men and with roughly 
half the bill footed by Tyco—one 
wonders whether Mr. Kozlowski 
might have shown more restraint if 
he'd participated in one of the more 
unusual fields trips offered by an 
MBA program—a day in prison. 

Since 1996, MBA students at the 
University of 
Maryland’s Robert 
H. Smith School of 
Business have been 
given the opportunity to spend a 
day touring cells and talking to 
white-collar criminals. The prison 
visit includes discussions with 
inmates at the Allenwood Federal 
Prison Camp and the Federal Correc- 
tional Institution in Cumberland, 
Maryland. More recently, the school 
has added tours of medium-security 
facilities to the students’ schedules— 
an appropriate addition given that 
being put into a medium-security 
prison means having a sentence of 
more than 10 years, something that 
looks increasingly likely for some 
executives who are now on trial. 

The Smith School is not the only 
institution to offer meetings with 
fraudsters, insider traders, money 
launderers and embezzlers. The Haas 
School of Business at the University 
of California at Berkeley has been 
expanding its ethics program as well, 
incorporating prison visits similar to 
those at the Smith School. 

The jail visits are just part of a 
range of new initiatives business 
Schools and private training compa- 
nies are introducing as they step up 
their efforts to teach tomorrow’s 
business leaders the principles of 
ethical business conduct. 


ETHICS is by no means new to busi- 
ness-school students and financial 
professionals. The Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of Busi- 
ness (A.A.C.S.B.), the U.S. accredita- 
tion body, is responsible for the 
proliferation of mandatory ethics 
classes, but many schools have long 
made ethics teaching part of their 
curriculum. Institutions such as Stan- 
ford, Harvard, and Wharton have 
had dedicated professors on their fac- 
ulty since the 1970s. And in the 
Chartered Financial Analyst (C.F.A.) 
exams financial professionals are 
obliged to take, a large chunk of the 


ETHICS 


work has always focused on ethics. 
Since the emergence of the finan- 
cial scandals of the past few years, 
many institutions and training bod- 
ies are taking a fresh look at how 
they teach the morals of business 
practice. And while what Smith 
School describes as the “experiential” 
learning gained by students during 
the jail visits is powerful stuff, the 
best method of teaching ethics is still 
hotly debated. Some argue that 
standalone courses are the way to go, 
while others believe that ethical val- 


ues should be integrated into the - 


teaching of core courses such as 
finance, accounting and marketing. 
The latter option is tough in the aca- 
demic world, where professors often 
feel they hardly have sufficient time 
to do justice to their own subjects, 
let alone to introduce ethical materi- 
al into their classes. 


THE OTHER DIFFICULTY when it 
comes to training business and 
finance profes- 
sionals is that 
questions concern- 
ing ethical busi- 
ness conduct do not necessarily lend 
themselves to clear-cut answers. 

“The world out there is grey, not 
black and white,” says Judith 
Samuelson, executive director of the 
Aspen Initiative for Social Innova- 
tion through Business (Aspen 
1.S.1.B.), which conducts research on 
attitudes to business and society in 
business education. “There are other 
ways to get at this, such as encourag- 
ing people to act on their values and 
what that means when you're oper- 
ating in complex markets.” 

June Yearwood, an endowment 
manager who recently completed 
her C.F.A. exams, agrees. “Sometimes 
things are plain illegal,” she says. 
“But this business is all about find- 
ing the next frontier and it’s ‘often 
hard to figure out what you’re sup- 
posed to do.” 

And for the business schools, 
market forces are also working 
against those that want to invest 
time and money into this sort of 
training, since few of the recruiters 
who annually show up on campuses 
to hire MBA graduates are looking 
for candidates with top marks in 
ethics. “Until the recruiters are ask- 
ing what kind of base are these kinds 
of students receiving in terms of 
ethics constraints and opportunities 
of the firm, why will the schools 
respond in a way that’s going to take 
root?” asks Samuelson. 


DESPITE THE DISINCENTIVES, how- 
ever, plenty of courses and initiatives 
have sprung up over the past few 
years. In 2001, the University of 
Notre Dame’s Mendoza College of 
Business created the Institute for 
Ethical Business Worldwide to advo- 
cate ethical business conduct in a 
global setting, and Columbia Busi- 
ness School recently established a 
committee to look at how ethics is 


incorporated into the curriculum. 
When it comes to financial train- 
ing providers, however, it seems like 
ethics is big business, as new legisla- 
tion responding to the corporate 
scandals has sparked growing 
demand by financial institutions for 
ethics courses and content. “On the 
accounting side, it is creating an 
enormous amount of business for 
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us,” says Mark Malcomson, presi- 
dent of F.T. Knowledge Financial 
Learning, part of the Pearson Group. 
“It’s being driven by a market in tur- 
moil and scrambling to deal with 
the regulations.” 

Linda Burton, president of the 
Boston-based M.I.S. Training Insti- 
tute, a division of Euromoney, has 
had a similar experience. “Our audit 


programs are booming now,” she 
says. “U.S. corporations now have to 
have a certain level of compliance, 
so all the internal auditors are scur- 
trying around finding out what they 
have to learn to ensure their codes 
of ethics are in place.” © 


Reprinted with permission from Fea- 
turewell.com. 
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Diana Stabel & 
Andrew Glover 


Our meat-eating 
reviewer goes for 
the soft underbelly 
of Smokey Joe’s 
By TANNER C. WILCO 


e slogan on the menu reads, “A 
T= for Eatin’,” and it’s hard to 
argue with that. If eatin’ is at the 
top and bottom of your list for din- 
ing out, Smokey Joe’s Hickory 
Smoke House on the corner of 
Stony Plain Road and 150th street 
will leave you full and fulfilled. 

For their décor, Smokey Joe’s 
seems to have raided the bankruptcy 
sale for Maxwell Taylor's. Imagine an 
octogenarian sports fan’s den in 
which a restaurant suddenly breaks 
out; they used license plates instead of 
wallpaper. A “Ragged Ass Road” sign, 
which enjoyed brief popularity after 
Tom Cochrane's Life is a Highway hit 
the top 10 in 1991, was mounted 
proudly among the plates. A small, 
artificial Christmas tree on the service 
counter was topped with a Santa hat 
for maximum seasonal relevance. 

Our waitress was friendly and 
only made slightly nervous by my 
coating of fine, 100-year-old dust 
from a housing renovation. She filled 
my coffee whenever I started to look 
agitated and handled my squalor 
well. Perhaps I wasn’t her first dust- 
covered patron. I looked around at 
the clientele. Perhaps I wasn’t her 
first dust-covered patron that day. 

The coffee ($1.50) was damn 
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good diner-style brew. Not overly aro- 
matic, it was the kind I would have 
downed six to 10 cups of had I shown 
up earlier in the day or if I still wrote 
longhand. My companion sipped at 
that truly tasty iced tea ($1.99) 
brewed from crystals as we opened 
our menus. They were inexplicably 
bound in branded plywood paneling. 

The selection was more varied 
than I expected from a Hickory 
Smoke House, including a vegetarian 
section and a large children’s menu. 
After a brief perusal, I decided on a 
full-out rib assault. On the outside 
wall, I had noticed a claim that 
Smokey Joe’s serves the “best ribs in 
town.” I'm not one to pass up on the 


best of anything in town, especially if 
it’s written on a wall, so I ordered the 
beef rib dinner ($16.99). My compan- 
ion ordered the smoked turkey 
“samwich” ($8.79), which could have 
either been transcribed verbatim from 
a Southern cook or simply named 
after someone named Sam. The men- 
tal note I made to ask our waitress 
didn’t stick to my cerebellum. 

In response to our waitress’s ques- 
tion about appetizers, I decided on 
ribs to start as well. The dry ribs were 
$4.49 for a half pound, and turned 
out to be quite tasty. They weren’t 
particularly dry, so I referred to them 
instead as “those juicy rib bits.” 


AT SMOKEY JOE'S, the portions 
make the word “generous” seem 
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When carnivores attack 


somehow inadequate. The menu 
mentioned giant-sized ribs à la Fred 
Flintstone, and I was a bit skeptical. 
Turns out they weren’t exaggerating: 
these ribs will tip your car. The ribs 
at Smoky Joe's could single-handedly 
feed Leduc, and they tasted pretty 
damned good. In its sweet, zesty bar- 
becue sauce, this was just slow roast- 
ed meat at its tender, juicy best. 

Our final course was the moist, 
fluffy genius of a Chocolate Rum 
Cake ($3.99). It was served with a 
side of vanilla ice cream that tasted 
just like it did when you were a kid. 
There were no frills, but who needs 
frills when you've got ice cream? The 
cake itself was served hot like it 
should be and the (surprise!) huge 
portion was built for sharing. Stuffed 
to the gills with beef, we did our best 
to finish it. Dinner for two came to 
$46, including tax and tip. 

So, is Smokey Joe’s the best 
restaurant in town? The answer to 
that is complicated. But consider 
this: when my relatives come to 
town from up north, we often go out 
for dinner. They make me pick the 
place, just because I live here, and | 
generally pick some place they can’t 
pronounce and their dining experi- 
ence involves mass confusion as 
they try to figure out what part of 
the soup to eat. Well, I've figured out 
a way of getting back in the will: 
next time, we’re going to Smoky 
Joe’s. © 


SMOKEY JOE'S 
HICKORY SMOKE HOUSE 
15135 Stony Plain Road * 413-3379 
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All the food that's fit to print 


Extra! Extra! Vue 
Weekly reveals the 
best Edmonton 
dining of 2005! 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


year and a half ago, I sent Vue 
Weekly a story about voting in 
he last federal election. I wrote 
about the stifling schoolroom, the 
feel of the pencil in my hand, and 
my grim determination to use my 
one vote to prevent one Liberal from 
gaining one seat. My strategic plan 
was stymied by a fatally timed 
squawk from my two-month-old 
daughter in her carrier beneath my 
voting cubicle. My arm jerked down- 
ward of its own accord, from the 
Conservative fighter pilot to the 
NDP music student. I was just as sur- 
prised as anyone else. My piece was- 
n't published, but it earned me the 
chance to do a restaurant review. 
Since then, I have been paid to dark- 
en the doors of diners every week in 
pursuit of culinary excellence. They 
will have to pry this gig out of my 
cold, dead fingers. 
“Best Of” gives me the chance to 
reminisce on a year’s worth of 


exquisite dining experiences in and 
around Edmonton. My wife, daugh- 
ter and I supped at socially con- 
scious wunderbistros like Kids in the 
Hall; I smoked a hookah at Co Co Di 
and had my palm read at the Russ- 
ian Tea Room. The Mebrat Café 
introduced me to Eritrean delights; I 
dined Caribbean-style at Sit and 
Chat and enjoyed a fantastic 
Mediterranean feast at Vicky’s in 
Sherwood Park. 


Out of our culinary adventures, 


however, there were a few meals that 
really stood out. Spago served up 
piri-piri chicken ($17) that still tan- 
talizes my tastebuds with its tradi- 
tional hot marinade that burned all 
the way through the tender meat. 
The Atlantic Trap ‘n’ Gill pub 
had the funniest menu and one of 
the most savoury, salty appetizers 
I've ever enjoyed in their Chips wit’ 
Dressin’ and Gravy ($5.99). 

The year’s scariest (yet oddly 
intriguing) appetizers were left 
unsampled at Brit’s Fish ‘n’ Chips; 
deep-fried pizza and battered 
sausages had my arteries clanging 
shut at their mere mention. Howey- 
er, top prize for quick eats has to go 
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to High Voltage Café. My bride 
swears by their Chicken Med gyros 
($5.23) and I can’t start a trip to Cal- 
gary without their smoked buffalo 
panini ($5). The grizzled owner 
greets me by name. 


FOR BEST ETHNIC MEAL, the choice 
was much more difficult. Los Andes 
delivered outstanding Chilean vict- 
uals and the incomparable Blue Wil- 
low was what young Chinese food 
restaurants aspire to. Every bite of 
Allegro’s Italian cuisine was a garlic- 
infused symphony of flavour. This 
year, fond memories of Ethiopian 
finger food and good company stole 
the show. Our hearts and full bellies 
lay with the Blue Nile, where strips 
of thick injera pancakes were used to 
pinch mouthfuls of succulent, mildly 
spiced meat and vegetable blends. A 
final buna coffee ritual included fra- 
grant incense to aid digestion and 
cap off a very special evening. 

As intimate as that sounds, our 
most romantic dinner came from 
the kitchen of La Bohème. My wife 
and I previewed the $60 a person 
Valentine’s menu with a bottle of 
Columbia Crest Shiraz ($34) and had 
a wonderful soirée in one of Edmon- 
ton’s most elegant restaurants. The 
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Satisfy your Tapa-tite 


Fulfil your hunger 
for Iberian cuisine, 
warm friendship 
and fond memories 
at La Tapa 
Restaurante 


By CAITLIN RYAN 


e holiday season lends itself to 
reminiscing. A girls’ night out to 


local Spanish favourite, La Tapa 


_Restaurante, inspired memories of 


my days in Spain, making it feel like 
was weeks ago rather than years 
back. I could close my eyes (obliga- 
tory when reminiscing) and imagine 
myself back in an outdoor restaurant 
on the cobbled streets of Barcelona; I 
am warmed by the dusky Spanish 
air, a full belly and my third glass of 
sangria. The warmth permeated my 
skin, blending with my happiness 
with this culture, the company of 
my amazing friend, Cynthia, and 
the handsome, long-haired Spanish 
men who fed us ripe green olives... 
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I admit that time might blur my 
recollections. I may have been on 
my fifth glass of sangria and I may 
have been lovingly feeding myself 
olives. However, the feeling of 
warmth and contentment that I 
found in Spain has remained. Is it 
possible to recreate that feeling in 
our cold climate, far from sun, beach 
or backyard olive groves? 

On a cold December evening, I 
joined my fabulous friends at La 
Tapa. It was girls’ night out; I antici- 
pated good company and, having 
eaten at here once before, good 
food. La Tapa is well versed in the art 


SPANISH 


of ambiance; set in a two-story 
house behind a charming wrought- 
iron fence, the restaurant awning 
welcomed us fittingly with sun- 
shaped emblems. With a layer of 
snow on the ground outside, the 
restaurant was warm and inviting. 
Toasted yellow walls blended with 
soft Mediterranean music in the 
background, and candles were sprin- 
kled on the tables. 

We were seated immediately on 
the main floor near the window, and 
started a brief debate on the virtues 
of sangria versus wine. Monica and 
Jannan selected a refreshing Ernest 
and Julio Gallo White Zinfandel, 
while Crystal and I enjoyed their 
well-balanced René Barbier house 
red from Spain. We were alone but 
for one other table, and soon were so 
engrossed in our wine and conversa- 
tion that we almost forgot to look at 
our menus. 

Our server revealed the specials 
of the day, a filet mignon and an 
Alaskan crab chowder, and left us to 
pore over La Tapa’s extensive menu. 
We debated sharing a bunch of items 
from the lengthy list of tapas (appe- 
tizers), but the girls were swayed by 
my subtle proclamation that “paella 
changed my life.” We decided on 
two appetizers and paella for three. 
The warm, fluffy Pan de Focaccia 
($4.95) with balsamic vinegar and 
olive oil and the Calamares ($9.95) 
with tzaziki sauce arrived quickly. 
They didn’t last long. The calamari 
was ideal: despite being fried, the 


the squid was perfectly cooked and 
supple, not chewy. After we had pol- 
ished off our tapas we passed the 
time with tales of woe, love and 
nonsense. 

We decided on the Paella Mixta 
for three ($18.95 per person), divid- 
ed among the four of us. Our server 
warned us it would take 45 minutes 


- to prepare from scratch. Someone 


once told me that paella is Spanish 
for “leftovers,” but this traditional 
dish of saffron rice, meats and 
seafood suggests that the Spanish 
have leftovers far different than my 
fridge full of mac and cheese with 
tuna. According to our menu, our 
selection included chorizo sausage, 
mussels, shrimp, squid, and chicken 
on saffron rice. 


JUST AS WE STARTED to drool in 
anticipation, the Paella Mixta arrived 
in a traditional paella pan. It was 
beautiful. The rice was yellow with 
fragrant saffron on the shallow, 
round cast iron platter, with seafood 
and peas scattered throughout 
Three herbed chicken drumsticks 
were arranged artfully on top. | 
promised a life-changing paella 
experience, and La Tapa’s chef did 
not let us down. The savoury rice, 
the tender chicken, the crisp shrimp 
and the deliciously spicy sausage 
blended together in harmony. 

We were glad not to have 
ordered paella for four: we were 
barely able to finish the food and 
still have room for dancing. The 
attentive, prompt service left noth- 
ing to be desired. At just under $30 
each, including wine but before tip, 
La Tapa was a delightful and afford- 
able outing. 

Is it possible to recreate Spain’s 
good-for-your-soul warmth in the 
middle of a Canadian winter? La 
Tapa comes closer to achieving this 
state than any other Mediterranean 
restaurant I have tried. A sign above 
our table read, “Love Life and Life 
Will Love You Back.” The phrase 
reminded me of sharing food, wine 
and laughter amidst the vitality of 
Spanish culture. La Tapa allows 
Edmontonians and visitors alike the 
chance to do just that. © 


LA TAPA RESTAURANTE 
10523-99 Ave © 424-8272 
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Best of Dining 


Bailey’s Crème Brûlée that finished 
our five-course, gourmet French 
experience also earns my vote for the 
ear’s finest dessert. The owner's 
habit of dancing the sensuous Argen- 
tinean tango with his beautiful 
young bride added the final exquisite 
touch. 

New Asian Village's west end 
buffet was my best lunchtime discov- 
ery. Just imagine: as much rich, 
meaty eggplant ahluwalia stew, spicy 
tandoori chicken and curried chick- 
en marsala as you can scarf ina 
lunch hour for under $15! The milky, 
Sweet rice pudding for dessert was 
eclipsed only by the chewy orange 
jalabees “from the birthplace of Lord 
Krishna.” This East Indian smorgas- 
bord was definitely one of my 
favourite finds. ` 


IN ORDER TO TOP such amazing 
culinary adventures, the year’s Best 
Restaurant had to be something 
extraordinary—well, look no further 
than a majestic Victorian home in a 
surprisingly quiet cul-de-sac just off 
124 Street. Its interior pulses with a 
contemporary jazz feel, and so does 
its cuisine. My Thermidor ($22) at 
the Manor Café was a marvel of 
aromatics and aesthetics: lean, per- 
fectly crisped chicken enveloped 
mildly flavoured lobster, bound with 
warm brie to a spinach and roast gar- 
lic purée. A creamy Dijon risotto and 
ted cabbage laced with cloves were 
outstanding complements. While the 
Dante's Bistro goat cheese filet will 
be a favourite as long as I dine in 
Edmonton, the Manor Café is my 
pick for 2005. 

My New Year's resolution is to 
discover more of Edmonton and 
area’s culinary stars. Why not do the 
same? You can be assured of a decent 
meal at any of the popular chains, 
but get out of your comfort zone and 
take a chance on a neighbourhood 
bistro or a coworker’s recommenda- 
tion. Ask the server what's good and 
I can almost guarantee that you will 
be pleasantly surprised. Just go 
before it’s too late: I mourn the infer- 
nos that claimed both the Goulash 
Restaurant’s Hungarian wonders and 
the popular Pyrogy House. Don’t let 
another of Edmonton’s culinary trea- 
sures disappear without you. © 
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At Denny’s, our employees are our 
most valuable asset, so if you're looking 
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B.C. interior is full 
of great alpine ski 
destinations with 
abundant snow 

By KRISTINE OWRAM 
AND JEREMY DERKSEN 
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shuttle that runs between the hills for 
those who aren't hot on a lot of dri- 
ving) that have great potential for the 
winter road-tripper. 


BIG WHITE 


I grew up skiing Marmot and Sun- 
shine, where exposed rocks and 
scraped, icy patches are all part of 
the hills’ character, and | still can’t 
get over that glorious champagne 
powder that seems so run of the mill 
at the resorts in B.C.’s interior. And 
if you can be there to experience it 
as it forms, all the better. Nonethe- 
less, as I stood at the top of the 
Ridge Rocket Express in near white- 
out conditions, I couldn't help but 
sense a hint of irony in Big White’s 
motto: “It’s the snow.” All I wanted 
was to find a run with enough trees 
to give some definition to the totat 
whiteness surrounding me, but as it 
was I could barely read the map. 
Still, though, I wasn’t complain- 
ing. I had nervously watched Big 
White’s website as the base shrunk 
below 90 centimetres in the days 
leading up to my family’s post-Christ- 
mas trip to Kelowna. This may sound 


like a decent amount of snow to 
Albertans, but it’s nothing on a steep, 
rocky mountain like Big White, 
where anything under 100 centime- 
tres renders it almost unskiable. 
Thankfully, Santa brought the 
mountain a few decent snowfalls over 
Christmas, and by the time we got up 
there on the December 29, the base 
was at 115 centimetres—not ideal, but 
normal for this time of year. While 
this wasn’t enough to cover up all the 


trees and rocks and icy patches that 
will have disappeared by February, a 
heavy snowfall that started overnight 
and continued all the next day made 
the skiing on the 30th—if you could 
get past the visibility challenges— 
exactly the kind of conditions that 
induce Albertans to drive all the way 
to Kelowna. That morning, unfazed 
by the fog and snow that closed in 
around us as we drove up the moun- 
tain, my dad and I pressed on, eager 
to beat the crowds. Unfortunately, 
there’s no such thing as “beating the 
crowds” at a huge resort like Big 


White over the Christmas holidays, so 
all our enthusiasm got us was the 
chance to get in the lift ticket line a 
little earlier before heading over to 
stand in another long line at the base 
of the Ridge Rocket Express. 


LUCKILY, an amusing conversation 
with a disturbingly ignorant woman 
from Orange County allowed us to 
kill the time. She introduced herself 
by saying, “So my kids were asking 
me why the right half of Canada’s 
British and the left half of Canada’s 
French, but I couldn’t answer them. 
Do you know why?” My dad’s brief 
history lesson obviously didn’t get 
through, as her final comment was, 
“But I still don’t understand how the 
British got over to B.C. The Panama 
Canal wasn’t built back then, was it?” 

Unintentional amusement from 
Americans aside, we finally made it 
to the top of the chair and were able 
to fit in a few trips down some 
ungroomed blue runs like Paradise, 
Perfection, and Exhibition before we 
got sick of the crowds. (Because of 
the conditions, my dad and I decid- 
ed to avoid our favourite black run, 


Dragon’s Tongue, which is the regu- 
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lar site for our annual “Am I a better 
skier than you yet?” competition. 
Sadly, I have yet to win.) 

Finally, we couldn’t stand the 
lines at the Ridge Rocket Express any- 
more, and decided to give a different 
part of the huge mountain a try. 
When it’s running at full capacity, Big 
White offers 118 runs, eight chairlifts, 
a T-bar, a handle tow for beginners, 
Magic Carpet and tubing rides for 
kids, a huge park, a skating rink, and 
25 kilometres of cross-country trails. 
Unfortunately, however, the Gem 
Lake portion of the mountain—which 
holds about a quarter of Big White's 
runs—wasn’t scheduled to open for 
the season until the next day, so we 
were limited in our range of options. 

Feeling adventurous despite the 
snow and fog, we decided to take the 
Bullet Express over to the Alpine T- 
Bar, which takes riders to the very top 
of the mountain. While the traffic up 
there is usually light, leaving the 
snow in pristine condition, the fact 
that you end up above the tree line 
means it’s best to avoid the Alpine in 
a whiteout. We took one run off the 
lift, staying as close to the T-bar as 
possible so we knew we were still 
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heading down and not up. Given the 
conditions, one run was more than 
enough. We decided to head over to 
the Black Forest chair after lunch, 
which, judging by its name, would 
offer the kind of tree skiing the condi- 
tions demanded. - 


AND WE WERE RIGHT: the blue 
runs off the Black Forest are ideal, at 
least for a good intermediate skier 
like myself, in the kind of snowy, 
foggy conditions Big White gets so 
often. On the far side of the moun- 
tain, they tend to be less crowded 
than the more popular runs off the 
Ridge Rocket, and they’re sufficiently 
challenging while being well-treed 
enough to actually let you see where 
you're going. We spent the rest of 
the afternoon over there, and went 
home feeling like we'd fit in a good 
day of skiing, despite the weather. 

All in all, it’s easy to see why Big 
White is consistently voted one of 
the best resorts in the world. From 
bunny hills to “The Cliff’—a series 
of double black diamonds with a 
chair all to themselves—it offers a 
huge variety of runs on a gigantic 
mountain. Plus, with dependably 
good snow, especially later in the 
season, it’s always a pleasure to ski. 
Unfortunately, this means a not-so» 
occasional whiteout, but it’s worth it 
for the powder. And hey, for those of 
you fair-weather skiers, there’s 
always the village at the base of the 
mountain, which offers everything 
from a huge variety of restaurants 
and bars to three different spas. (KO) 


I'd heard of Sun Peaks before my visit 
this Christmas, but I'd never really 
given it much thought. Like a lot of 
Albertans, I expect, I’d been distract- 
ed by the hype of Fernie, Kicking 
Horse and, Whistler. However, after 
one day I’m already planning my 
return trip. Sun Peaks is the kind of 
mountain you don’t want to share, 
it’s so good. Thankfully, there are lots 
of secrets and hidden gems to discov- 
er far away from the holiday crowds. 
Sun Peaks has four high-speed 
quads to take riders up three moun- 
tain faces, which means fewer skiers 
concentrated at the bottom of the hill. 
For my first run of the day I chose the 
Sundance Express, servicing the Sun- 
dance face. It’s a friendly slope, mostly 
§reens and blues with a few moderate- 
ly challenging glades. The hill’s two 
terrain parks—one for novices and 
another for more seasoned riders— 
and the halfpipe are all located on this 
Side. I took a leisurely ride down Sun- 
downer, sticking to the softer shoul- 
ders of the mild blue run, and ducking 
in and out of the bush. Sun Peaks was 
recognized by Ski Canada magazine as 
having the best grooming in Canada, 
and throughout the day I was contin- 
ually surprised by how soft and 
smooth the groomed runs were. 


MY NEXT STOP is the Sunburst, a 
cozy quad that rips skiers up to the 
midpoint on Tod Mountain. My first 
ride up I met a trio of locals, and 
together we went on a rampage 
around the hill. The top of Tod is 
accessible by either the Crystal or 


Burfield (known as “the Burf”) 
chairs, and we alternate between the 
two most of the day. The Burf is 
unique among most chairs I’ve rid- 
den: it services the mountain base, 
but you can also load it midway up if 
there are any empty spots left by the 
skiers loading at the bottom. Occa- 
sionally, an entire chair will be free, 
but for the most part riders load the 
chair in ones or twos, snuggling up 
with those already seated. 

From these two chairs, the local 
gang and I hammer the bumps and 
tip the light, pillowy snow that is in 
beautiful abundance at the top of 
Tod. In addition to all the great blue 
and black runs off the peak, there is 
another option for the industrious— 
a readily accessible backcountry area 
behind the mountain. The hike 
takes anywhere from five to 25 min- 
utes, depending on how far you 
want to go, but the end result is the 
same: fresh, fresh, soft turns (believe 
me, it really deserves the two 
“freshs”). My favourite run of the 
day, however, is probably Bluff Trees, 
a snowy rollercoaster ride of moguls, 
rollers, hits and trees. 

With 3,678 acres of skiable ter- 
tain, Sun Peaks is the largest ski area 
in the B.C. interior, and with 117 runs 
off three mountain faces, there's too 
much to see in a single’ day. I didn’t 
even get to Mount Morrisey, the 
newest of the three areas. At the end 
of the day, over a pint of Island lager 
with my new compadres, I looked up 
from Bottoms’ bar and noticed that 
the hill also has tube riding and a 
trampoline/bungee contraption for 
the kids. The resort definitely lives up 
to its family billing, but that should- 
n't scare the hardcore riders away: my 
thighs are totally Jello. Inside the pub, 
earthen-toned with bearskin rugs on 
the walls, the mood was festive and 
the Canada-U.S.A. hockey game was 
on the tube. As the crowded pub 
roared with excitement at a Canadian 
goal, I tipped back a second pint and 
joined in a jubilant post-ski rehash 
with my newfound friends (thanks 
for the ride, Andie, Stale, and John). 
There's something wonderful about 
discovering a hill like Sun Peaks, and 
I'm looking forward to discovering it 
over and over again. (JD) 


SILVER STAR 


As I unloaded the skiers’ bus, I knew 
it was going to be one incredible day. 
Even the snow in the parking lot 
hadn't yet been sullied by car 
exhaust. To make things better, the 
sun was shining on a moderately 
cool morning, temperatures sitting 
nicely around -5 C. I looked up and 
smiled, taking it all in: 112 marked 
tuns, 2,500 feet of vertical from top 
to bottom, and a wide variety of 
novice, intermediate and expert runs 
on three mountain faces (three and a 
half, if you count the new Silver 
Woods area separately). 

Real estate at Silver Star is boom- 
ing, and the main skiers’ village is 
crowded with condos, restaurants 
and boutiques, all garishly colourful. 
The lift ticket kiosk was doing brisk 
business, but a friendly hill host was 
there to advise guests of another 
option for buying tickets—a booth at 
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the bottom of the Comet Six-Pack 
Chair. Worth considering, but at the- 
same time it was announced half the 
line instantly vanished, and by lucky 
chance I was suddenly third in line. 


Next I grabbed a piping hot, creamy 


Americano from the Bugaboos bak- 
ery (high praise for the barista who 
brewed a great cup), and went over 
to say hello to the ski hosts. Anna, 
one friendly host, handed me a trail 
map and offered to show me the hill. 

We set out for the six-seat Comet 
chair. After a cruiser down ELS., a soft- 
ly groomed blue with wide racing 
Curves, it was time to make our long, 
winding way around to Putnam 
Creek. The front southern face of the 
mountain, Vance Creek, is the sun- 
nier, more family-oriented side; north- 
facing Putnam Creek is shadowy and 
offers more for the expert. From the 
Powder Gulch Express on Putnam, the 
gutsy rider can ski black and double- 
black runs featuring deep moguls and 
very steep pitches. As we rode the 
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Express, my host pointed out the 
longest double black on the hill; called 
Gowabunga, it’s a narrow bump run 
with no escape routes. Perfect. 

After departing from my host, I 
headed straight there. I gained a tail 
along the way, a 13-year-old whose 
Parents are sitting in the lodge. We 
headed down 25 North, the cat track 
leading to Gowabunga, and as we 
reached the entrance to the run the 
kid launched himself off the track into 
the bumps below. Any worries I had 
about his skill level were gone. We 
burned the top half of the run in Style, 
glorying in the fresh crests of snow 
covering the bumps. The second half 
of the run was icier, and I fell and slid 
50 feet over bumps and stumps. Not 
pretty. Determined not to let it get the 
best of me, I went back for a second 
round. This time I ducked into the 
trees when the run became too slick. 
The snow there was soft and giving, 
and I was able to arc wide turns 
around the pines, coming out below 
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the rough section of the run. Damn, 
that felt good. I spent the rest of the 
day riding powder and bumps off the 
back side—runs like Gong Show, 
Quicksilver and Holy Smokes—until I 
blew out a buckle on my boot. A short 
while and a pair of pliers later I was 
back out, but with only an hour to go 
I stuck to the Vance Creek side. Here, I 
discovered some relaxing cruisers, still 
with a fair amount of unpacked snow 
despite seasonally large crowds. 

Shortly after 3 p.m. (most hills in 
the interior close at 3:30 p-m.), I 
stood at thé top of the Summit Chair 
and looked out over the valley. Just 
before the mountain clouded over, I 
caught a glimpse of smaller peaks 
poking through a sea of fog below. I 
felt like I was in a fog of my Own, my 
head light from happy delirium and 
my legs heavy from too much batter- 
ing in the bumps. Weary and sated, I 
headed down and boarded the bus 
for the winding trip down the moun- 
tain. JD) © 
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Let it snow 


For a little bit of the 
white stuff during 
such a dry winter, 
look no further than 


Snow Valley 
By CHRISTIE SCHULTZ 


used to hate winter. It was cold 

and snowy and there was nothing I 

liked to do outside. Then I discov- 
ered cross-country skiing, and it 
became an active and beautiful time. 
Winter was suddenly fun again. 

Except, of course, that if it’s not 
cold and snowy, it’s just confusing. I 
look at those pretty skis in my closet 
with longing. I take out my ski wax 
just to sniff it. It all seems so point- 
less and sad. But wait! What’s that I 
hear? Somewhere in Edmonton 
there’s snow? Snow for cross-country 
skiing? With tracks and everything? 
Sign me up! 

Relatively unknown to skinny 
skiers and those new to Edmonton is 
Snow Valley’s cross-country ski area. 
Yes, Snow Valley, the hill that seems 
to be attached to the Whitemud, 
provides cross-country skiers with a 
chance to get their wax on even if 
the weather is being uncooperative. 

Knowing little more than this 
about the location, my mom and I 
headed out for a post-Christmas ski. 
We followed the “Whitemud Park” 
signs and got there easily, joining a 
parking lot full of cars whose drivers 
and passengers has also decided to 
seek snow for the day. Before heading 
out with our skis, we checked in with 
Maria Ng, Snow Valley’s marketing 
and promotions manager, to learn a 
little bit more about the setup. 

“Our cross-country area includes 
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a one-kilometre loop and a training 
grid in our beautiful Rainbow Valley 
Campground,” she says. “It is the 
only man-made cross-country area 
north of Calgary.” Experienced snow- 
makers, the folks at the Snow Valley 
Ski Club use their downhill snow 
know-how to make fluffy stuff for the 
cross-country area using the same 
water that comes out of our taps. 

“We are a not-for-profit organiza- 
tion, so we are requesting $2 dona- 
tions for usage of the cross-country 
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area,” adds Ng. Operating costs to 
make snow and maintain the area are 
high, so this seemed reasonable to my 
mom and me. All donations for the 
cross-country area can be placed in 
the mail slot of the door in the camp- 
ground office or dropped off at the 
main Snow Valley Guest Services desk. 


AND SO, with a point from Ng in 
the direction of the campground, we 
pick up our skis and go. It’s nice to 
know, though, that if we didn’t have 
skis of our own, we could rent a set 
from Snow Valley at a cost of only 
$8 for three hours. 

Before we started, my mom, the 
wise woman she is, asked if I'd 
stretched. I hadn’t really, at least not 
properly, and I found out in the day- 
after way that this was not very 
smart. Cross-country skiing, I seem 
to always forget, uses some interest- 
ing leg muscles. My recommenda- 
tion: do a short warmup and then 
stretch a bit before you begin. 

We got to the loop, set our feet in 
our skis and our skis in the tracks, and 
we were off. It was a slow start, but it 
had been nearly a year since our last 
adventure, so we weren’t too worried 
that almost everyone else on the track 
was passing us. It was a bit cooler in 
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the valley than elsewhere, but my wax 
seemed to be about right. I'd probably 
err on the side of cooler/older snow 
when picking wax next time, however. 
With the -3 C temperature, my mom's 
waxless skis were fine. 

As we traveled around the loop, I 
couldn’t help but think that this 
would be an excellent way to scope 
out the perfect campsite for summer. 
Then I shook my head a bit, remem- 
bering that we were still in the city 
and that you can hear traffic from 
the Whitemud on the trails if you 
turn your attention to it. At the 
same time, it didn’t feel overly 
urban: it’s a beautiful treed area, and 
it was nice to remember that it’s pos- 
sible to escape the city without leav- 
ing it. Hooray for city parks. 


AFTER A BIT OF SKIING on our 
own, we met up with Janet Whiting, 
one of Snow Valley’s certified 
instructors. On the training grid, she 
led us through a few exercises to get 
us-to really push off with one foot 
and glide with the other: to ski on 
one ski, in other words. 

“When you’re looking to 
improve, one of the first things to 
practice is getting a strong push and 
a solid glide,” explains Whiting. We 
also reviewed double poling, and she 
assessed our stride. “You'll want to 
lift the back of your ski to get a 
stronger push out of it,” was her sug- 
gestion to me. 

“It’s amazing to see so many peo- 
ple out here,” Whiting pauses to 
add. “But if it’s the only place to go, 
I guess people will come here.” She 
also explains that she’s hoping it will 
snow soon so she can try out some 
of the other local venues. 

In the meantime, Snow Valley is 
a great place to learn to cross-coun- 
try ski. Their instructors offer weekly 
“Discover programs” for adults and 
kids that include rentals and an hour 
and a half-long lesson. The adults- 
only lesson is on Thursday evenings, 
while the kids’ and adults’ sessions 
are on weekends at 11 a.m. “The Dis- 
cover programs are a great way for 
someone to try cross-country skiing 
for the first time,” Janet says. 

Snow Valley is also excited about 
their upcoming women-only pro- 
gram. They'll offer beginner and 
intermediate cross-country lessons 
on Wednesdays starting on January 
11. You can phone 434-3991 for 
more information. 

My mom and I got back to skiing 
after our lesson with Janet and 
worked on picking up speed. The 
Snow Valley loop is short, but it’s nice 
to know exactly how far you've trav- 
eled. “If you skied around the loop 55 
times, it would be like completing the 
Birkie,” my mom points out. Thirteen 
times around gets you a mini-Birkie. 
We did it four or five times and that 
was enough for us on our first day of 
the season. It was fun, good exercise 
and close to home. 

And they have snow! Actual 
snow! I’m sure we’ll both be back 
this winter. © 
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A year to forget 


At least snow-wise, 
anyhow. Vue’s 
Snow Zone writers 
take a look back at 
some of the 
highlights of the 
¿season thus far 


By COLIN CATHREA 
AND HART GOLBECK 


kay, so it wasn’t a white Christ- 
| but that’s no reason to get 

‘down—after all, we all know the 

best snow doesn’t reach the slopes 
until January, anyways. Ini that opti- 
mistic frame of mind, Snow Zone 
writers have compiled our selections 
for 200S’s best. So stop pouting 
about mean Mother Nature and for- 
get about those 
raindrops that keep 

“falling on your 
head. 2005 is over, 
and it’s time to get on with theseri- 
ous business of shredding the slopes, 
with a little guidance from your 
friends at Vue. 

(A note on the evaluation 
process: we used fair and balanced 
selection criteria, structured data 
analysis and a critical evaluation tool 
to come up with these completely 
arbitrary, unbiased and accurate rec- 
ommendations. Translation: this is 
totally random and subjective.) 


Five Best Runs 

A foot of fresh powder can make 
“ñy Tun great, but some shine when 
groomed while some are better cov- 
ered in moguls. Still others are great 
no matter what. 

1. Word Cup Way/Old Timer: 
Panorama Mountain Resort 

This gets my number one “cruis- 
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er” for several rea- = 
sons. It’s almost | 
always well-covered 
with man-made 
snow from the 
beginning of the sea- 
son to the end, and 
it has a perfect pitch 
for opening up.those 
big, round, high- 
speed turns. But the “ 
rolls and terrain changes are what 
put it in the top five. The weightless 
feeling you get as you crest a roll and 
fly for 10 yards is too much. This 
run is popular: try to get up first 
thing in the-morning when it’s 
fresh. Stay clear of the Champagne 
Express lift towers! 
2. Chutes 98 to 106: Kicking 
Horse Mountain Resort 
I'll never forget standing at the 
top of Redemption Ridge looking 
down for the first time. It’s steep. I 
don’t think I 
would have gone 
down Chute 99 
without the help 
of a local expert and extreme skier. 
Ski the ridge when conditions are 
good; firm snow is important. With 
a triple black diamond rating, you 
need to be able to hold a good 
edge. Did I mention steep? Make 
sure to check with the local pro 
patrols before hitting these incredi- 
ble chutes. 
3. Highway 16: Marmot Basin 
Like an old pair of slippers, 
Highway 16 has always been on my 
list. Marmot usually grooms it but 
leaves some moguls on the edges. 
The trees on skiers’ right are great 
fun, and you can pop in and out as 
your heart desires. A couple of the 
rolls drop off steeply below. Powder, 
hard-pack, moguls or ice, this run is 
always a thrill. 
4. Men's Downhill: Lake Louise 
Okay, for this one, go to the top 


of the highest resort in the Rockies 
and then race to the valley floor on 
this run, alternating from blue to 
double black. After a steep drop off 
the top (usually mogulled) it eases 
off through Wiwaxy Flats. Don’t go 
too far: the Downhill breaks off 
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<> The EasyRid der Condition Report i 


kate.wake 


Rabbit Hill - 60cm base, all lifts and ruasopen plus terrain park 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, all lifts and runs open 


ALBERTA 
Castio Mm - 10cm new snow, 27 - 105cm base, 5 runs 

Can. Olympic Park - 95cm base, 100% open 

Fortress - 1cm mow snow, 56cm base, opening TBA 

Lake Louise - 2cm new snow, 97 - 141cm base, all lifts and 101 runs open 
Marmot Basin - 50cm base, all main lifts as needed and 61 runs open 

Mt. Norquay - 54cm base, 4 lifts and 15 runs open 

Nakiska - 28 - 45cm base, 5 lifts and 25 runs open plus terrain and rail parks 
Pass Powderkeg - 1cm now snow, 68cm base, lower mtn open with 2 lifts open 
Sunshine - 3cm new snow, 109cm base, all lifts and 101 runs open 


B.C. 

Apex - 98cm base, 4 lifts and 38 runs open 

Big White - 8cm new snow, 149cm base, 14 lifts and 108 runs 

Fairmont - 10 runs open, good conditions 

Fernie - 10cm new snow, 171cm base, 9 lifts and 95 runs open 

Kicking Horse - 1cm new snow, 100cm base, 74 runs, spring like conditions 

Mmborley - 8cm new snow, 74cm base, 6 lifts and49 runs open, night skiing 

thurs - sat 

| Mt. Washington - 24cm mew snow, 195cm base, 50 runs, 83% open 
Panorama - 2cm new snow, 40 - 70cm base, 9 lifts and 80 runs 

Powder King - 35 - 166cm base, 10 cm mew snow 

Powder Springs - 4cm new snow, opening soon 

Red Mtn - 11cm new snow, 168cm base, 5 lifts open 

Silver Star - 6cm new snow, 145cm base, 11 lifts and 105 runs 

Sun Peaks - 102cm base, 3cm now snow, 11 lifts and 110 runs open 

Whistler Blackcomb - 12cm new snow, 158cm base, half pipe and ter- 

rain park open 

Whitewater - Gcm new snow, 188cm base 


USA 
Big Mtn - 11cm now snow, 69 - 173cm base, 7 lifts and 85 runs 
open 

Big Sky - 1cm new snow, 132 - 192cm base, all lifts open 

Crystal Mtn - 155cm base, 5 lifts and 45 runs open 

49 Degrees - 15cm new snow, 82- 195cm base, 100% open 

Great Divide Ski Area - 37 - 75cm base, discount rates in effect 
Lookout Pass - 15cm base, 97 - 190cm base, 100% open 

| Mt. Spokane - 30cm new snow, 70 - 130cm base, 4 lifts and 21 runs 
open 

Schweitzer Mtn - 110 - 165cm base, 10cm new snow 

Silver Mtn - 20cm new snow, 75 - 120cm base, night skiing fri & sat 
Sun Valley - 12 cm new snow, 162-275cm base 
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By COLIN CATHREA 


In the spirit of the season, I have sorted 
through hundreds of ski tips to come 
up with a top-three list of fundamen- 
tals for skiing. If you've made a New 
Year's resolution to improve your ski- 
ing, these are the skills you need to 
master. Many of these same skills come 
up time and again, and I try to 
describe them in various ways, but 
there are key elements that apply every 
time. The three fundamental skills that 
control your skis and ultimately your 
skiing ability are steering, edging, and 
pressure control. 

Steering: There are two ways to 
steer your skis: foot steering and leg 
steering. Foot steering is a snap if your 
body is forward, over the skis as it 
should be; you can't steer with the feet 
if you're sitting back. teg steering is 
more complicated. It’s a combination 
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of rotating your leg from the hip as 
your knee moves inward. Leg steering 
is much more powerful than foot. Keep 
in mind neither of these techniques js 
effective if you're not balanced on the 
balls of your feet. 

Edging: This describes the way the 
edge of your ski is angled against the 
hill. The amount or degree of the angle 
will determine how much friction and 
Pressure your edges exert on the snow. 
Proper edging is the main force that 
will cause your skis to go in the direc. 
tion you intend. You have to learn to 
control the amount of edging 
required, and create it from the proper 
body movements. One common mis. 
take is leaning the entire body over to 
get the ski on edge—if the skis don’ 
grip and skid out, you're on your butt. 

Pressure control: The third and 
final component is pressure contro! 
This is the touchy feely part of the 
turn. As you increase speed and 
decrease turn radius, the pressure 
exerted on the ski increases. Sounds 
like Math 30, but it’s quite simple, con- 
sisting of the same forces that are cre- 
ated on any rollercoaster. Holding the 
G-force is a combination of the first 
two components, steering and edging 
You learn to control the pressure by 
steering the skis and applying the nec- 
essary edging angle to hold the turn. © 


Best of 2005 


Continued from page 30 


right, and I see a lot of people miss 
this gem. Snowmaking from halfway 
to the bottom keeps this section in 
great shape. Hey, 99 per cent of 
World Cup racers vote this one of 
the top downhills on tour, so it must 
be good! 

5. Black Bear: Big White 

This gets on my list for the first 
time this year because of the trees, 
though a fresh metre-high dump of 
powder didn’t hurt. There is some- 
thing about cruising the glades on a 
perfect day, the dwarfish trees cov- 
ered in heaps of snow like little snow 
ghosts. In that silent calm, you feel 
like a lone explorer. You can be 20 
feet from someone else and not hear 
a sound. Like most glade runs, the 
trees thicken as you get lower, but 
the top section is heaven. (CC) 


The Rest of the Best 

There are many intangibles that 
go into making a good riding day. 
The rest of our list will help you find 
that little extra something to put the 
finishing touch on your skiing or 
boarding experience. 

Best main lodge: Lake Louise’s 
Lodge of the Ten Peaks. At 24,000 
square feet, an amazing log 
cabin/village. 

Best (and only) new trend: 
Snowbikes. The only new trend for 
this year, not sure how long it will 
last. The bikes were part of the rental 
fleet at Marmot last year and although 
they can be a lot of fun, too long and 
you might end up saddle-sore. 

Best local terrain park: Rab- 
bit Hill. The biggest and best, includ- 
ing multiple and shaped rails, fun 
boxes and jumps. With more snow a 
halfpipe EERS as well. 


Best on-hill party: Sunshine’; 
Slush Cup. Kick-ass music blasting 
and beer flowing like a Eurasian 
spring as near-naked women and 
men hurl themselves into the icy 
pond—need we say more? 

Best ski-to-your-door village: 
Big White rates at the top again 
15,000 beds, 14 pubs and restau- 
rants. Snowshoe Sam’s is recognized 
as one of the top ski bars in Canada 

Best view from a run: Lake 
Louise. Incredible vista from the top 
of the Men’s World Cup Downhill 
looking down at the Chateau Lake 
Louise and Victoria Glacier nestled 
below. No postcard can replace this 
view; you must see it for yourself. 

Best ski school: This is always a 
tough category but once again it 
goes to the local slopes, Sunridge, 
Snow Valley and Rabbit Hill. Year 
after year, they provide expert, 
hands-on instruction, and they cate: 
to the first-timers. You don’t need to 
go to the mountains to learn to ski 
with these guys in your backyard 
This is one category where our loca! 
slopes always excel. 

Best hill access: Marmot Basin 
Numerous lanes for drop-off and 
multi-tiered parking with remote 
ticket locations virtually eliminate 
walking. This year you can buy 
direct-to-lift tickets at many Edmon- 
ton outlets as well. 

Best ski shop service: Rabbit 
Hill. My son’s snowboard bindings 
broke and local shops wanted big 
dollars and up to three days to repair, 
but Doug at Rabbit Hill replaced 4 
buckle and two straps for $17, even 
providing a loaner board for the 
hour while making repairs. 

Best bang for your buck: 
Jasper in January. Cheap lifts and 
lodging without the crowds. Lift 
lines are minimal and there should « 
be some fresh snow by then. (HG) © 
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Enter Sandman 


-The story in 

Dave McKean’s 
MirrorMask isn’t 
especially engaging, 
but it is spectacular 
to look at 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ile some kids want to run 
away to join the circus, com- 
f @ pulsive artist Helena (Stephanie 


onidas) is desperate to run away 
from it. But then, Helena is no longer 
a kid, really, but a smart, talented, 
good-looking girl on the fast-track to 
womanhood, tired of the daily slog 
of her parents’ travelling show. And 
she dreams of discovering a new 
sense of identity and independence 
for herself in the world of ostensibly 
normal Britons. So resentful of her 
parents’ vagabond clowning is Hele- 
na that she even tells her mother 
(Gina McKee) that she wishes she 
were dead—never an advisable move 
when you're the protagonist of a fan- 
tasy film. Mom swiftly collapses 
under the spell of some unnamed 
disease, and before you know it 
potentially fatal surgery is at hand, 
the circus grinds to a halt and Dad 
(Rob Brydon) is faced with economic 
ruin; meanwhile Helena is so over- 
whelmed with guilt that she with- 


“Sex. Drugs. N 


draws wholly into a fantasy realm 
suggested by her many drawings. 

It is at this point, of course, that 
MirrorMask, written by Sandman 
creator Neil Gaiman and “directed 
and designed” by advertising design- 
er and comic artist Dave McKean, 
properly begins. It is also where any 
hope of the film sustaining itself 
engagingly over its 101-minute run- 
ning time is quickly extinguished. 
MirrorMask throws Helena into a 
mostly-animated world of truly 
bizarre creatures and impressively 


= [FANTASY 


surreal landscapes so rich in detail 
and texture that one can’t help but 
wonder at the all of the imagination, 
and especially the hard work, that 
went into crafting these admittedly 
dazzling visuals. Yet while watching 
MirrorMask in my reasonably com- 
fortable seat in a darkened theatre, 
the hardest work for me was simply 
trying to stay awake. It did help, 
however, that the guy two rows 
behind me was snoring. 


BORROWING LIBERALLY from nar- 
rative-visual lexicons of Lewis Car- 
roll, Paul Klee and Joel-Peter Witkin, 
Salvador Dali and the Brothers Quay, 
you can draw a direct parallel 
between the pace at which the film 
gets crazier and the steady diminish- 
ment of the stakes involved. Snowed 


by books that double as magic car- 
pets, sparrow-gorillas, flying fish, 
half-wit sphinxes, spindly staircases 
and this enchanting, mystical haze 
that gives all light in this place an 
alluring diamond glow, the humble 
purpose of what is, basically, Hele- 
na’s interior journey toward maturi- 
ty and acceptance is repeatedly 
lost—and when we’re reminded of 
it, we simply realize what a flimsy 
premise it was to begin with. It’s a 
situation perfectly appropriate for 
young adult novellas (or, I suppose, 
graphic novels) but one that doesn’t 
come to life without much more 
investment in character, authenticity 
and specifics than we get here. 
There's just not a whole lot going on 
behind the archetypes on parade in 
MirrorMask, which is a shame given 
the strength of Leonidas’s sensitive, 
finely tuned performance. 


Now, I realize there are readers | 


out there whose favourite films of all 
time include things like Labyrinth, 
The Never-Ending Story and Tron and 


whose brows are furrowing as you | 


read this. Well, sorry. But come on, 


don’t let something like a film review | 


break your stride. And yes, the masks 
themselves are pretty cool. @ 


_ MIRRORMASK 

Directed by Dave McKean * Written by 
Neil Gaiman * Starring Stephanie 
Leonidas, Gina McKee, Rob Brydon and 
Jason Barry * Metro Cinema + Fri-Mon, 
Jan 6-9 (9 pm) » 425-9212 
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Hostel Stovakia 


Eli Roth sets his 
latest horror in a 
place you can 
check into, but you 
can never leave 


By CAROLYN NIKODYM 


years back, I met another Cana- 

dian who had actually fallen vic- 
tim to an old 
traveler’s urban 
legend, where a 
couple of hot East- 
ern-European babes hook up with 
some backpackers, get the guys to 
take them out for drinks, and then 
stick them with an outrageous bill 
that has to be paid, lest they get 
beaten on by some sinister dudes. 
My friend was suitably shamed by 
the experience—he ended up with a 
$150 bill in a country where a bottle 
of wine could be had for less than 
$3—still, it was hard to feel sorry for 
him. I mean, come on: does that 
happen to you at home? Do hotties 


Bees tec in Hungary a few 


| come up to you, in the middle of 


the day, and ask you to take them 
out for drinks? But I suppose it’s this 
dream of a foreign nirvana we all 
have, where the sexual prospects 
not only speak with sexy accents, 
but they are also plentiful and want- 
ing. And it’s precisely this fantasy 
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that writer/director Eli Roth (Cabin 
Fever) takes advantage of in Hostel. 

Paxton (Jay Hernandez) and Josh 
(Derek Richardson) are two Ameri- 
can college students who are back- 
packing through Europe. The film 
picks up with the pair, along with 
Icelandic traveler Oli (Eythor Gud- 
jonsson), in Amsterdam partying up 
a storm and on the prowl for hot 
babes. When they meet Alex 
(Lubomir Silhavecky), he tells them 
about a hostel in Slovakia, where 
there are so many babes that they'll 
never want to 
leave. “Because of 
the war, there are 
no men there,” he 
says. The trio is quickly on the next 
train to the former Czechoslovakia, 
and within hours of arriving, they 
are popping ecstasy with a trio of 
beauties at a cavernous basement 
nightclub. By all appearances, 
they've reached the promised land. 

However, as they say, if it looks 
to good to be true, it probably is. 
And things begin to get consider- 
ably darker when Oli is nowhere to 
be found the next morning. And as 
they wander around by day, the 
beautiful little town (filmed in 
Cesky Krumlov, a UNESCO world 
heritage site in Czech Republic) 
becomes increasingly menacing: 
there is a band of violent street 
urchins, locals stare coldly at them, 
and when they spot a man wearing 
Oli’s coat, they follow him into a 
torture museum, Then, after anoth- 
er night out with Natalya (Barbara 
Nedeljakova) and Svetlana (Jana 
Kaderbkova), Josh goes missing. 
Now Paxton knows that something 
is very wrong. 


SCOURING THE STREETS for his 
friend, Paxton finds Natalya and 
Svetlana, and Natalya agrees to take 
him to Josh and Oli. They are at an 
art show, she tells him, as she takes 
him to an abandoned factory on 
the outskirts of town. And’ there, 
Paxton comes to terms with the 
dark secret of this little town, a 
secret he may have never learned if 
he and his friends had called Alex 
on the fact that Slovakia hadn’t 
seen a war since World War II. The 
factory Natalya takes him to actual- 
ly houses a dungeon of torture, 
where rich tourists come to muti- 
late and murder unsuspecting trav- 
elers abducted from the hostel. 
Would-be Marquis de Sades can 
even pick the nationality of their 
victims, paying top dollar for the 


SEE PAGE 38 
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Little-seen documentary 
Los Angeles Plays Itself 
was 2005's best film 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


state of Hollywood I saw all last year didn’t 

come from a critic. No, it was a short mock 
trailer of Stanley Kubrick’s The Shining, brilliant- 
ly re-edited and re-scored to make the film look 
like a heartwarming family comedy in the 
mould of Cameron Crowe or Rob Reiner. The 
trailer was created by an employee at a Manhat- 
tan advertising agency as part of an in-house 
competition, but it quickly spread all over the 
internet as one person after another forwarded 
it to his friends. (You can watch it for yourself 
at www. ps260.com/molly/SHINING 
FINAL.mov.) The whole thing lasts less than 90 
seconds, but it vividly demonstrates how the 
Hollywood machine can reprocess even the 
most distinctive directorial vision into some- 
thing bland, familiar and utterly conventional. 

Thankfully, the seven entries on my list of 
2005’s best films—okay, you caught me, there’s 
actually eight—escaped that process entirely: 
some by luck, some by imagination, and some 
simply by being made far outside Hollywood 
in the first place. 


T: most insightful comment on the current 


1. Los Angeles Plays Itself 

Thom Anderson’s maddening, thrilling, 
one-of-a-kind documentary essay is an epic, 
free-ranging meditation on Hollywood filmmak- 
ing, the history of Los Angeles, architecture, 
crime, race and the many 
telling ways in which movies, 
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ily adventure whose unflagging energy, bound- 
less visual imagination, quirky humour and 
sheer joy in storytelling put most “adult” 
comedies to shame. Between her voice work 
here as a vegetable-loving aristocrat and her 
performances in Tim Burton’s Corpse Bride and 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Helena Bon- 
ham-Carter emerged as the year’s most offbeat 
object of desire. 

5. Nobody Knows 

Hirokazu Kore-eda’s breathtakingly inti- 
mate, heartbreakingly sad film told the story of 


r : ; Sis a family of young children 
-e trying to survive, undetected 
even the ones shot on real al by the landlord or the 


locations in real neighbour- 
hoods, can’t help but depart from reality any- 
way. It’s also the disguised autobiography of a 
lifelong L.A. resident (although, as Anderson 
says, a true Los Angeleno would never call it 
“L.A.”), and one of the few movies I've ever seen 
that truly changed the way I watch movies. 

2. Grizzly Man/The Wild Parrots of 
Telegraph Hill 

Two very different documentary portraits of 
two unforgettable men whose immersion in the 
lives of two very different groups of animals 
leads to two very different results: Grizzly Man’s 
Timothy Treadwell is torn to pieces by the herd 
of Alaskan bears he’s sworn to protect, while 
Wild Parrots’ Mark Bittner finds love, beauty and 
a new purpose in life after becoming the unoffi- 
cial protector of a flock of tropical birds that has 
mysteriously sprung up in San Francisco. Watch 
them as a double feature, and then debate 
whether nature is harmonious or, as Grizzly Man 
argues, a realm of “murder and chaos.” 

3. The Squid and the Whale 

Forget Philip Seymour Hoffman in Capote: 
the year’s best impersonation of a New York lit- 
erary lion was Jeff Daniels’s wounded, risky 
performance as an egotistical author watching 
both his marriage and his career fall apart in 
Noah Baumbach’s painfully funny, semi-auto- 
biographical film based on his memories of the 
divorce of his parents, author Jonathan Baum- 
bach and film critic Georgia Brown. The mid- 
'80s period details are every bit as sharply 
observed as the family dynamics. 

4. Wallace and Gromit: The Curse of 
the Were-Rabbit 

Pixar took the year off, but luckily Nick 
Park and Aardman Animation were around to 
Pick up the slack and give us an animated fam- 


authorities, in their increas- 
ingly squalid apartment after being abandoned 
by their mother. As a film about the sorrows of 
childhood, Nobody Knows belongs on a very 
high shelf alongside The 400 Blows, Ponette and 
Forbidden Games. 

6. The Power of Nightmares 

Adam Curtis’s documentary—created for 
the BBC, broadcast in this country on CBC 
Newsworld and available for download at 
www.archive.org/details/ThePowerOfNight- 
mares—traces the twin symbiotic histories of 
the Islamist movement in the Middle East and 
the neoconservative movement in North 
America from the ‘SOs to the present day and 
persuasively argues that our miserable current 
geopolitical situation is a result of the myths 
both sides have created about each other. 
Required viewing. 

7. Kung Fu Hustle 
Stephen Chow's spectacularly entertaining 
martial-arts spoof is 100 minutes of pure 
movie-going pleasure, from the Axe Gang’s 
opening dance number to the Road 
Runner/Wile E. Coyote-inspired chase scene to 
the eerie moment where shadows on a wall 
show us an alley cat getting decapitated merely 
by soundwaves. As a director, Chow is an 
incredibly sophisticated choreographer of 
fights and special effects, but as a writer and 
actor, he has an almost childlike exuberance 
and innocence; the combination is absolutely 
unbeatable. 

RUNNERS-UP: Kiss Kiss Bang Bang; The Ice 
Harvest; Pride and Prejudice; The Aristocrats; The 
Brown Bunny; Capote; Goodbye, Dragon Inn; Last 
Life in the Universe; Look at Me; Mysterious Skin 

OVERRATED: 2046; Batman Begins; Broken 
aA Crash; A sia of Violence; Adho 
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Back to the future 


Wong Kar Wai’s 
time-bending film 
about memory and 
loss is last year’s best 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


where people weren't going to 

movies, but most of the movies 
they weren't seeing were both insane- 
ly expensive and bad. For every heav- 
ily marketed, studio-slick flop there 
was something very different, with a 
little magic, opening somewhere. 
They talk about the death of exhibi- 
tion while movies like Grizzly Man 
(after premiering on TV) drew surpris- 


metro, 
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T: say 2005 was another year 


ing crowds into darkened theatres. I, 
for one, spent plenty of time in dark- 
ened theatres in 2005 and often came 
away wondering if we might be 
entering a new Golden Age of film. 
While I still haven’t seen C.R.A.Z.Y. 
or The World, I saw so many excep- 
tional films that it was tough narrow- 
ing down my favourites. What finally 
separated final selections from run- 
ners-up was largely a matter of some 
seductive nuance or lingering enig- 
ma, of intriguing proposals, of a film 
continuing to flicker in my memory. 
Three of these only played Edmonton 
at EIFF, so you may not have caught 
them all, but I hope this list might 
inspire you to unearth some of 2005's 
hidden jewels, wherever they current- 
ly reside. 
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1.2046 

A densely-layered, sumptuously 
photographed, hallucinatory flawed 
masterpiece of eternal return, of mir- 


rors reflecting mirrors, in which. 


obsessive heartbreak is never distilled 
but adorned with more complex dis- 
guises. 2046 is a room number, a year 
and a sci-fi novel in which humans 
and androids travel endlessly on a 
train going nowhere. In reality, Tony 
Leung is stuck in mid-‘60s Hong 
Kong, drifting between lovers and 
smoking a lot of cigarettes. This is 
Wong Kar Wai’s dizziest meditation 
on desire, memory and loss. 

2. A History of Violence 

Through David Cronenberg’s 
acid elegance—the economy of inti- 
mate menace—every scene is con- 
trolled, yet hard meanings remain 
elusive. Radically re-envisioning ele- 
ments of High Noon and Out of the 
Past, violence metastasizes outward 
from the initiating diner bloodbath, 
igniting the destructive impulses 
swimming just below placid surfaces, 
finally connecting the viewer 
through a classicist’s fusion of the 
visceral and the suggestive. I’ve spo- 
ken with detractors but none willing 
to look past the conventions and see 
how, by wriggling them to life, Cro- 
nenberg uses these conventions to 
illuminate the known with a fierce 
ray of intelligence and wit. 

3. Caché (Hidden) 

As with A History of Violence, a 
never-explained past drives a corro- 
sive wedge between husband and 
wife, while the central mystery evap- 
orates under the strain of an ugly 


NIGHTLY 6:30 & 9:30 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 
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collective legacy (newly laid bare in 
France's streets these past months). 
The couple are under surveillance by 
an unconfirmed antagonist, but the 
ruthless ambiguity regarding source, 
intent and perspective is central to 
eroding genre expectations and fuel- 
ing the abundant tension. Michael 
Haneke’s anti-thriller minimizes 
privileged information so that we 
penetrate the mystery without the 
relief of catharsis or certainty. 

4. Saraband 

Reportedly Ingmar Bergman's final 
film, Saraband revisits the couple from 
Scenes From a Marriage 30 years on: the 
aging of the actors (two of the world’s 


finest) off-screen and the ease with 
which they re-embody their characters 
disarmingly merges reality with fic- 
tion, contributing movingly to the 
sense of time’s passage. Bergman 
emphasizes our inability to predict 
life's changes or the appearances of the 
people who change us. Yet rather than 
resign ourselves to inertia, he also 
urges us to honour that voice inside 
that compels us to fearlessly reach out. 

5. Broken Flowers 

Like 2046, a melancholy medita- 
tion on romance receding into the 
fog of one’s past, but one that hovers 
amidst the unspoken ties and resent- 
ments that only haunt those left 
heartbroken and denied closure. 
Countering this with an endearing 
depiction of male camaraderie, Jim 
Jarmusch synthesizes humour and 


T H E A 7 2. N 
10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 


CAPOTE 
NIGHTLY 6:50 & 9:15 PM 
SAT &SUN MATINEE 3:30 PM 


ache into a distinctive minimalism, 
striking emotional truth only 
through the balance of numerous 
cinematic tools, and in dream-like 
fashion, he proves that once you 
truly look for something, you begin 
to see it everywhere. 

6. Junebug 

There’s much left uncertain in the 
lovely tension between ambiguity and 
(especially regional) specificity in this 
story of a Southern boy’s homecom- 
ing, nurtured by the fruitfully diver- 
gent approaches of director Phil 
Morrison and writer Angus McLach- 
lan. Funny, brave, touching and 
weird, Junebug questions the compati- 
bility of art and family—forces that 
merge only in Morrison’s transitional 
fixed images of homes and landscapes 
and which evoke stability in a way 
that initially reads as endearing but 
comes to represent a deeper sadness. 

7. The Holy Girl 

Set in a decaying hotel, Lucrecia 
Martel’s atmospheric, mysterious 
film evokes both transience and 
transcendence. Poised between ado- 
lescent wonder and adult knowl- 
edge, Amalia’s fecund path streams 
with rushing hormones and a curi- 
ous desire for spiritual vocation. An 
unforced dreaminess pervades, aris- 
ing from Martel’s peculiar selection 
of details, which summons humour 
and sees the transporting quality of 
ordinary things. 

© RUNNERS-UP: L'Enfant, Grizzly 

Man, Last Days, Land of the Dead; 
Good Night, and Good Luck; Oliver 
Twist; Capote; Sex is Comedy; The 
Squid and the Whale © 


WATER 


SAT & SUN MATINEE ONLY 1:00 PM 
‘RATED P.G. MATURE THEME, NOT RECOMMENDED FOR CHRLORER 


THE PRODUCERS 
NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:30 PM 


SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 
RATED P£ CRUDE CONTENT, ROT RECOMMEND FOR YOURS CHRLDREN 
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ı and the Storm Licia Magliet- 
a pe Battiston and Emilio Sol- 
fa star in Bread & Tulips director Silvio 
Soldini’s ensemble film about a middle- 
aged woman who is having an affair 
with a much younger man. Stanley A. 
Milner Library; Wed, Jan 11 (7 pm) 


Bloodrayne Kristanna Loken, Michelle 
Rodriguez and Ben Kingsley star in 
Alone in the Dark director Uwe Boll’s 
film about a woman who wants to find 
her vampire father and stop him from 
acquiring the talismans that will make 
him all-powerful. 

O Brokeback Mountain Heath 
Pe Ledger, Jake Gyllenhaal and Randy 
HAS Quaid star in Hulk director Ang 
Lee's love story about a ranch hand and 
a rodeo cowboy who meet in the 
1960s and form an unexpected and 
lifelong connection. Read Josef Braun's 
review on page 38. 


The Gathering Christina Ricci, loan 
Gruffudd and Stephen Dillane star in 
Wilde director Brian Gilbert’s thriller 
about an American backpacker who 
accepts help from an English family 
after she is hit by a car, only to begin 
_ hallucinating and getting paranoid 

about the town she is staying in. 


Grandma’s Boy Allen Covert, David 
Spade and Peter Dante star in A Day 
With the Meatball director Nicholaus 
Goossen’s film about a 35-year-old 
videogame tester who is forced to 
move in with his grandma and her two 
elderly roommates. 


Hostel Jay Hernandez, Derek Richard- 
son and Eythor Gudjonsson star in 
Cabin Fever director Eli Roth’s horror 
about three backpackers who end up 
at a Slovakian hostel that promises gor- 
geous women, only to find that they 
may not be able to check out alive. 
Read Carolyn Nikodym’s review on 
page 34. 


MirrorMask Stephanie Leonidas, 
Gina McKee and Jason Barry star in 
N{eon] director Dave McKean’s fantasy 
film about a teenaged girl who gets 
trapped in a fantasy kingdom and 
charged with finding the MirrorMask 
to save this kingdom and return home 
safely. Read Josef Braun’s article on 
page 34. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fir- 
Mon, Jan 6-9 (9 pm) 


Syrian Bride Clara Khoury, Hiyam 
Abbass and Derar Sliman star in Vol- 
cano Junction director Eran Riklis’s film 
about a woman from Golan Heights 
who is betrothed to a Syrian TV star, 
but if she marries him and moves to 
Syria, she'll never be able to return 
home. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri- 
Mon, Jan 6-9 (7 pm) 
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NUARY 6-THU, JANUAR 


All showtimes are to at 
pet change at any time, Please 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 

6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young children) Dally 8:00 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Fri Sat 7:00 9:00 Sun-Wed 8:00 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE 


‘Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Square 498-7070 


AGATA AND THE STORM (14A, sexual content) Wed 7:00 


Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5481 


AEON FLUX (14A,) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 2:00 4:55 7:30 
10;00 Fri Sat late show 12:25 


DERAILED (14A, violence, coarse language throughout) 
Sat Sun 10:55 Daily 1:25 4:00 6:55 9:45 Fri Sat 12:20 


JARHEAD (18A, coarse , Sexual content) Sat Sun 
10:55 Daily 1:35 4:15 6:50 9:35 Fri Sat 12:05 


YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Sat Sun 11:30 Dally 1:50 
420 7'20 6:20 FA Sa ata bon 11-30 Kids Gatin Fever: 
u 1:50 


THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, violence) Sat Sun 11:00 
Daily 11:40 4:15 7:00 9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


DREAMER: INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY (G) Sat Sun 
11:40 Dally 2:10 4:45 7:15 9:45 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


ZATHURA (PG, may frighten young children) Sat Sun 11:25 
Daily 1:30 4:35 7:10 9:35 Fri Sat late show 11:40 

SAW Ii (18A, gory scenes throughout) Dally 7:35 9:50 Fri 
Sat late show 12:00 

WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE WERE- 
RABBIT (G) Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 1:55 4:40 7:05 9:15 Fri 
Sat late show 11:35 


POLAR EXPRESS (G) Sat Sun 11:10 Daily 1:20 3:55 


A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE (18A, gory scenes, sexual con- 
tent) Daily 4:25 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11:50 


THE CONSTANT GARDENER (14A, coarse language, 
mature theme) Sat Sun 10:50 Dally 1:25 4:05 6:50 9:40 Fri 
Sat late show 12:10 


FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young children) 
Sat Sun 11:15 Daily 2:05 7:25 


THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (18A, coarse language, sexual 
content) Sat Sun 11:05 Daly 1:45 4:10 7:15 9:55 Fri Sat 
late show 12:15 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 


AEON FLUX (14A,) Sat Sun 11:25 Daily 2:00 4:50 7:30 
9:50 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


DERAILED (14A, violence, coarse language throughout) Sat 
Sun 11:10 Daily 1:40 4:25 7:10 9:40 Fri Sal late show 
12:10 


JARHEAD (18A, coarse , Sexual content) Sat Sun 
10:55 Dally 1:25 4:10 7:00 9:35 Fri Sat late show 12:00 
YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 2:05 


4:30 7:25 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:25 Kids Cabin Fever 
Thu 2:05 


THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, violence) Sal Sun 10:50 
Dally 1:35 4:20 7:05 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:15 
DREAMER: INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY (G) Sat Sun 
11:25 Daily 2:15 7:10 

` ZATHURA (PG, may frighten young children) Sat Sun 11:15 
Daily 1:45 4:40 7:15 9:30 Fri Sat late show 11:45 
SAW II (18A, gory scenes throughout) Dally 10:10 Fri Sat 
late show 12:05 


WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE WERE- 
RABBIT (G) Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 2:10 4:45 7-00 


POLAR EXPRESS (G) Sat Sun 11:05 1:50 4:50 7:20 


A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE (18A, gory scenes, sexual con: 
tent) Daily 4:55 10:00 Fri Sat late show 11:50 


FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young children) 
Sat Sun 11:05 Daily 1:30 4:35 7:40 10:15 Fri Sat late show 
12:25 


TWO FOR THE MONEY (14A) Fri Mon-Thu 1:50 4:40 7:20 
Sat Sun 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:15 

THE 40 YEAR-OLD VIRGIN (1A, coarse language, sexual 
content) Sat Sun 11:30 Daily 1:55 4:30 7:35 10:05 Fri Sat 
late show 12:20 


WEDDING CRASHERS (14A, sexual content) Sat Sun 
11:10 Daily 1:45 4:15 7-20 9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


10209-102 Ave 421-7020 

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young children, 
‘SR Dolby Digital) Fri Sun-Thu 12:20 3:40 6:45 9:50 Sat 
12:20 3:40 9:50 
SYRIANA (14A, violence, DTS Digital) Dally 3:10 6:35 
KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children, SR Dolby Digital) Dally 1:00 5:00 9:00 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young children, DTS Digital) Daily 12:25 2:45 5:05 7:15 9:35 
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature themes, not recom- 
mended for young children, SR Dolby Digital) Daly 12:00 
3:15 6:30 9:55 
RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young di- 
dren, mature theme, DTS Digital) Daily 12:50 9:25 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14A, mature themes, sexual 
content) exclusive engagement, SR Dolby Digital) Daity 
12:10 3:30 6:50 10:00 
GRANDMA'S BOY (184, crude sexual content, substance 
‘abuse, DTS Digital) Dally 12:30 2:50 5:10 7:25 10:10 
CASANOVA (14A, DTS Digital) Dally 12:45 3:50 7-00 9:40 
HOSTEL (18A, explicit violence, disturbing content, sexual 
content, DTS Digital) Daily 12:35 2:55 5:15 7:35 10:15 


brann, 


GLORY ROAD (PG, OTS Digital, sneak preview) Sat 7:00 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young chikdren. 
mature theme} Fri-Sun 1:40 4:00 Mon-Thu 4:00 
‘THE RINGER (PG. oude content) Daly 7:40 10:00 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (FS. then. 
ing scenes, not recommended for young children) Fri-Sun 1210 
3:20 Mon-Thu 3:20 
THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Daiy 6:50 9-20 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature themes, not recom- 
mended for young chikiren) Fri-Sun 12:20 3:30 6:30 930 Mon- 
‘Thy 3:30 6:30 9:30 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Fri-Sun 12-15 230 4:50 
7:00 9:10 Mon-Thu 4:50 7:00 9:10 
CASANOVA (14A) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:20 7:10 9:45 Mon-Thu 4:20 
7:10 9:45 


rt a i 1:10 430 8:00 Mon-Thu 4:30, 


HOSTEL (184, expicit violence, Content, Sexual con- 
tent) Fri-Sun 1:30 4:10 7:20 9:35 Mon-Thu 4:10 720 9:35 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young chidren) Fri-Sun 1:00 4:40 8:30 Mon-Thu 4:40 8:30 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chikdren) Fri-Sun 
1230 3:40 6:40 9:40 Mon-Thu 2:40 B40 S40, 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
poe caer easy 12:50 3:50 730 9:50 Mon-Thu 3:50 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


MUNICH (18A, violence, no passes) Fri-Sun 11:45 3:15 6:45 
10:00 Mon-Thu 6:45 10:00 


GRANDMA'S BOY (18A, crude sexual content, substance 
sbi na paeas) RESU 1155320025040 Mon-Thu 35 


HOSTEL (18A, explict violence, disturbing content, sexusi con 
tent) Fri-Sun 12:10 3:45 6:55 10:05 Mon-Thu 6:55 10:05 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young children, 
mature theme) Fri-Sun 12:05 2:25 4:55 7:25 9:50 Mon 9:50 
Tue Thu 725 9:50 


THE RINGER (PG, crude content} Fri-Sat 11:35 3:35 6:50 9:25 
Sun 11:35 925 Mon-Thu 6:50 9:25 


(CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Fri-Sun 11:50 220 4:45 
7:10 9:35 Mon-Thu 7:10 9:35 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young chidren) Fri-Sun 12:00 230 4:50 7:20 9:40 Mon-Thu 
7:20 9:40 Star and Strolers Thu 1:00 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children, no passes) Fri-Sun 12:15 4:30 9:15 Mon-Thu 
915 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chikirer) Fri-Sun 
11:40 3:30 640 9:55 Mon-Thu 6:40 9:55 


SYRIANA (14A, violence) Daily 9:45 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, frighten 
Ing Scenes, not recommended for young children) Fri-Sun 11:30 
2:50 6:30 Mon-Thu 6:30 

WWE: NEW YEARS REVOLUTION (classiication not aval 
able) Sun 5:00 


NHL PAY PER VIEW GAME (classification not avaliatie) Thu 
5:00 


8712-109 St. 453-0728 
MUNICH (184, violence) Dally 6:30 9:20 Sat Sun 200 


GATEWAY 8 


2250 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
SYRIANA {1 4A, Viclenos) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00 9:40 Sat-Sun 1:05 
4:00 7:00 940 
HOSTEL (184, explicit violence, disturbing content, sasl con 
tent) Fri Mon-Thu 7:25 9:55 Sat-Sun 1:25 4:20 7.25 9:55 
CASANOVA (144) Fri Mon-Thu 7:10 9:50 Sat-Sun 
710950 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (G) Fri Mon-Thu 6:50 935 Sat-Sun 
12:50 350 650 9:35 
WOLF CREEK (184, brutal violence, disturbing conter) Fri 
Mon-Thu 7:15 9:45 Sat-Sun 1-15 4:15 7:15 9:45 
RENT (PG, coarse language, mature themes} Fri Mon-Thu 6:40 
9:30 Sat-Sun 12:45 3:40 6:40 930 


KISS KISS, BANG BANG (14A, violence, coarse language 
throughout) Fri Mon-Thu 6:55 9:25 Sat-Sun 1:00 3:30 6:55 
925 

BLUFF MASTER (PG, not recommended for young hären) 
Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 8:45 Sun 6:45 3:30 

JUST FRIENDS (14A) Fri-Sat 12:40 3:15 6:30 Sun 12:40 6:90 
Mon-Thu 6:30 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mail, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
SLE 
Date of issue only: Thu, January 5, 2006 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Dally 1255 3:00 5:00 Fi 
‘Sun-Thu 6:55 9:00 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young chidren. 
mature there) Daily 1:30 3:30 5:30 Fri Sun-Thu 7:40 9:50 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE [PG, not recommended for 
young chidren) Dally 1:45 3:50 545 Fri Sun-Thu 7:55 945 


KING KONG (PG. frightening scenes, not reconwnended for 
young children) Daly 1:05 445 Fri Sun-Thu 8:30 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE (PG. may frighten young children) Day 1:00 
3:45 Fit Sun-Thu 6:25 9:10 


10.4:10 


f 


F 


Cm LEDUC CINEMAS | 


4792-50 St, Leduc, 996-2728 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Daily 7:05 920 Fri-Sun 1:10 3:10 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE (PG, may tigfiien young chidren) Dady 6:50 
35 Fri-Sun 1250 3:10 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young chicren, 
mature theme) Day 7:00 9:20 Fri-Sun 1:10 3:10 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 [G] Daly 7:00 9:15 Fri-Sun 1:00 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - CAMROSE 


Camrose, 780-606-2144 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for 
young chidren) Daily 7:05 9:15 Sat Sun 2:10 


A Need S| Day 6:50 9:05 Sal Sur 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chicren) Day 6:45 
925 Sat Sun 1:55 


KING KONG (PG. scenes, not recommended for 
young children) Daly 7:00 Sat Sun 1:50 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young chidren, 
mature theme) Daily 6:55 9:10 Sat Sun 2:05 


| MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - SPRUCE GROVE | 


205 Main St, Spruce Grove 972-2332 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chidren} Daly 7:00 
9:30 Sat Sun 2:00 


METRO CINE! A 


SYRIAN BRIDE (G AEE 


MIRROR MASK (PG. may frighten younger chicreri Fri- Mon 
200 


HAND SUM W/ TIME FO THE GYPSIES (STC) Thu 7:00 


NEW WEST MALL 8 
9682-170 St 444-1829 


NORTH COUNTRY (14A, coarse language, mature themas} 
Daly 9:10 


PRIME (PG, coarse language, sexual conter) Fri-Sun 2:2¢ 
4:40 7:10 9:40 Mon-Thu 7:10 9:40 


DREAMER: INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY (G) Fri-Sun 2:00 
4:20 6:45 Mon-Thu 6:45, 


ZATHURA (PG, may frighten young chikiren) Fri-Sun 
7200 5:30 Mon-Thu 7:00 930 

THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, viclenos} Fri-Sun 2:40 6:30 
9:20 Mon-Thu 8:20 

ELIZABETHTOWN (PG, coarse language, mature themes) 

Daily 8:50 

FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young chikdren) Fri 
Sun 1-50 4:10 7:20 9:35 Mon-Thu 7:209:35 


35 430 


JARHEAD (18A, coarse language, sexu! conten) Fri-Sun 1:30 
25 7:15 9:50 Mon-Thu 7:15 9:50 


GET RICH OR DIE TRYIN' (18A, 
Fri-Sun 1:40 4:15 6:55 9:45 Mon-Thu 


WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE WERE- 
RABBIT (G) Sat-Sun 2:30 4:45 6:40 Mon-Thu 6:40 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231 137th Avenue, 790-732-2223 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14A, mature themes, 
tent) Dally 1:10 4:10 7:15 10:20 


e, Violence} 


Sexual Cor 


CASANOVA (144) Daly 12 


ance, disturbing content, senal con 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Daly 140 4:15 &40 915 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, rx 
mature theme) Day 1:30 4 
THE RINGER (PG, crude 
10:05 Thu 100 3:10 1 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature Nernes, not recom: 
mended for young chiciren) Dady 12 40 6:50 10:1 


contend Fried 1:00 3:10 S20 7:45 


MUNICH (18,4, violence, no passes) Dellyi2i00 5:20 10:00 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Dally 12°70 230 4:50 7:90 
9:45 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG 
young chidren) Fri-Mion Weed-Thu 1 
Tus 3:00 5:15 7:40 10:05 St 
KING KONG (PG, tightening sos 
pesses) 


commended 
ene 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE (PG, may tighten young chien) Fri Mor 

+ 250 630 9°30 10:15 Sat-Sur 
7:10:80 10:15 


SYRIANA (144, vicience! Daly @55 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, tighter 
Ing scenes, not recommended for young chidren) Osi 


GLORY ROAD (PG, no passes, sneak preview) Sat 7X 


WWE NEW YEARS REVOLUTION (cisssification not aak 
abii Sun 6:00 


NHL PAY PER VIEW GAME (cassiication not avalsbie) Thu 
soo 


IT-82 Ave, 433-0728 


THE PRODUCERS (PG, crude contents, not recommended 
for young chidren) Dally 7:00 9:30 Sat Sun 200 


WATER (PG, mature themes, not recommended tor chien} 
‘Sat Sun 1.00 


CAPOTE (14A) Daly 6:50 9:15 Sat Sun 3:90 


VUEWEEKLY € 
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WEM, 6882-170 St, 444-2400 
KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not rec 
young children, no passes) Daily 12:15 1:00 
9:00 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young children) Fri S 
Tue Thu 12:00 12:30 3:15 3:45 6:30 7:15 9: 
Mon Wed 12:00 12:30 3:15 3:45 
GRANDMA'S BOY (184. cude sexual cont 
abuse) no passes) Dally 1:15 4:10 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, 
young children) Fri-Tue Thu 1:50 4:20 7:40 10:10 
4:20 7:40 0:10 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE: THE 
IMAX EXPERIENCE (PG, frigh 
mended tor young children) 
HOSTEL (18A 
content) Daly 1 
RUMOR HAS IT (PG 
mature theme} Day 1 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Dally 1210 


7:20 9:45 


5 3:40 


MUNICH '18A. vidlence, RWC/DVS 
4:30 8:30 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature th 


young children) Fr-Mon Wed-Th 
2:20 3:20 10:05 
WOLF CREEK (184, brutal tent) 
Day 10:20 
SYRIANA ( oa) Fri-Sat Tue-Wed 12:40 3:40 7:10 


Sun Thu 12:40 Mon 12:40 3:40 
GLORY ROAD (PG) Sat 7:00 


WWE: NEW YEARS REVOLUTION (Classification not avai 
able) Sun 6:00 


EDMONTON OILERS (( 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St. 496-8585 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
tent) aly 12:15 3:30 6 


able) Thu 5:06 


lature themes, sane 


SANS BOY (16 


3 passes} Del 


THE PRODUCERS 
ng hèren) Fri-Su 


1 Tue-Th 


RUMOR HAS IT (P 


iren, mature the: 


not rec 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, 
mended for young ch 


THE RINGER (PG. 
10:45 Thu 2:00 10:45 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Daily 11:50 2:20 4:4 
7:10 9:20 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (FG, not r 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG) 
Wed 1:30 4:0¢ 


KING KONG (P< 
young children, no pass: 
45 Thu 11:4 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, ma 

Fri Sun-Thu 12:00 1:00 3:15 4:15 6:20 7:30 9 
12:00 1:00 3:15 4:15 


HARRY POTTER AND THE CEES OF FIRE (PG. 


not re 


fighter eng ammanded for young er 


un 12:50 10:00 
CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Daily 

GLORY ROAD (PG, no passes. sneak 
WWE: NEW YEARS REVOLUTION (cassicaton not avai 


NHL PAY PER VIEW GAME (cisssificator alabie} Thu 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE x 


111 Ave, Groat Ad. 455-8725 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may fri 


Mon-Thu € i 


CHEAPER ad THE DOZEN |2 (G) Fri Mon Tu 7:00 9:30 


KING KONG (PG. 


(i) Ta0-ss2-ssz2 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended for a 
young chidren} Dally 1:10 3:10 7:05 $20 

SrA RETIA ude sexual Content, substance 
abuse) Daly 12 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G, no passes) Daly 1:00 330 
7:00 9:15 


Lonesome dudes 


Ang Lee’s 
Brokeback Mountain 
reveals a sweeping 
western about 
forbidden love 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


o other genre has been as suf- 
Ne with latent homosexuali- 
ty as the western, from the 
visions of rugged men longing for 
vast landscapes to be shared exclu- 
wSively with other rugged men in 
the films of John Ford, to the 
colour-coded queer geometry of 
Johnny Guitar. Perhaps film history 
has been so pregnant with expecta- 
tion for overtly gay cowboys that 
any movie finally attempting to 
break in this precarious territory 
was doomed to fall victim to undue 
scrutiny. For all the praise already 
heaped upon Ang Lee's Brokeback 
Mountain, there's been an equally 
potent backlash building from 
some fine critics. But all these 
expectations—Is it daring enough? 
Is it gay enough? Is it too accessi- 
wble?—leave me cold. Examined for 
what it is as opposed to what oth- 
ers want it to be, even detractors 
agree that Brokeback Mountain is a 
moving story of cursed love and a 


repression so pervasive that it 
remains as virulent within the 
hearts of the lovers as it does in the 
cruel world they inhabit. That’s a 
perfectly sound basis for what, in 
this case, is a well made and 
extremely touching movie that, at 
a languid 134 minutes, feels just as 
long as it needs to be for us to truly 
live a while with these characters. 
As the mountain sheep-herders 
who succumb to an unspoken burn- 
ing desire, Heath Ledger and Jake 
Gyllenhaal capitalize handsomely 
on their opposing strengths: Ledger 
is marble-mouthed, guarded, always 


=IDRAMA 


wincing, but secretes a cinematically 
potent pheromone; Gyllenhaal is 
chatty, amiable and saucer-eyed, 
always sizing-up prospects of trans- 
gression but clearly hesitant. The 
two only discover harmony with an 
impressively sexy middle-of-the- 
night animal releasing of compo- 
sure. Their tryst scene is hot enough 
that befoxe their lips seem to dry, 
time sweeps them back into a world 
where social order prevails and 
neglected wives, unfulfilling jobs 
and confused kids fill the closed 
spaces that not long ago were wide- 
open and majestically liberating. 
(The film was shot, gorgeously, in 


Alberta.) Gyllenhaal’s best moments 
from this point unleash a torrent of 
frustration and need, while Ledger 
somehow steals the show by backing 
off and containing himself so puni- 
tively that his anger becomes fright- 
ening and repugnant while still 
holding our sympathies. They make 
a heart-breaking pair. 

Much of the film’s authenticity 
comes from its script, an adaptation 
of Annie Proulx’s short story by 
Diane Ossana and Larry McMurtry, 
someone who knows his way around 
the ranch. This leaves Lee to do 
what he’s always done best, which is 
to earn poignancy through a long 
simmering and to nurture the most 


universal elements of a story with | 


eloquence and understatement. It’s 
the latter that ultimately gets him 


into trouble with Brokeback | 


Mountain, because his instinctive 
reserve can be seen as the antithesis 
of “coming out.” Well, so be it. 
There are no doubt an untold num- 
ber of variations to be found in this 
realm of lonesome cowboys, and 
Brokeback Mountain is just one of 
them. The gates are now open; there 
will be others to follow. @ 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 


Directed by Ang Lee * Written by Larry | 


McMurtry and Diana Ossana * Starring 
Heath Ledger, Jake Gyllenhaal and 
Randy Quaid + Opens Fri, Jan 6 


Hostel 


Continued from page 34 


American variety. 

Roth, a self-professed lover of 
horror films, knows his genre. Hos- 
is wonderfully shot, with close- 
ups used to creepy effect, and it’s 
suitably grotesque. The latter half 
of the film is extremely bloody, and 
the torture scenes chillingly diffi- 
cult to watch—you'll find yourself 


tel i 


extremities in. Where Hostel suffers, 
however, is in the characters of Pax- 
ton and Josh. Unlike Oli (who, 
apparently, is the actor playing 
himself, and a wonderful character 
he is), they are far too one-dimen- 
sional, and Paxton, our unwitting 
hero, is not exceptionally likeable. 
He's got that smarmy frat-boy thing 
going on, and he’s always pushing 
Josh to objectify women like he 
does. But then, the whole film does 
that—there’s an obscene amount of 
T&A—and it only serves to take 


away from our willingness to root | 


for its characters. 

Of course, there’s nothing 
wrong with wanting to get laid, but 
if, like Paxton, you’re obnoxiously 
cock-sure about it, you probably 
deserve to be hobbled—metaphori- 
cally, of course. © 


HOSTEL | 


Written and directed by Eli Roth « 
Starring Jay Hernandez, Derek 
Richardson and Eythor Gudjonsson * 
Opens Fri, Jan 6 


Staircase to heaven 


Jean-Xavier de 
Lestrade’s crime 
documentary Death 
on the Staircase 
never hit the silver 
screen, but it’s the 
best film of last year 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


cinema in Edmonton, from a 

plethora of excellent screenings 
at the Metro to two big Cannes 
films at our local film festival. I’ll 
have to catch up with Saraband, 
Capote, The Squid and the Whale, 
and Grizzly Man in 2006, and I’m 
looking forward to new offerings 
from Mallick, Kaurismaki, Chan- 
wook Park, Andrew Jarecki, and, I 
hope, Claire Denis. My top film of 
this past year, though, was a tragic 


r ee was another good year for 


| true story that first aired on TV and 


is out now on DVD under the title 
The Staircase. 


1. Death on the Staircase 
Jean-Xavier de 
Lestrade’s crime- fha 
doc epic follows Fat—] 
the defence of E=baim 
Michael Peterson, a rich writer 
accused of murdering his wife, who 
was found at the bottom of the stair- 
case in their Durham, N.C. home. 
Lestrade’s access to the family is 
astonishing, and the twists and 
turns—sexual revelations, a similar 
death in Peterson’s past, a missing 
weapon—are hauntingly stranger 
than fiction. An elegant legal case 
and a riveting thriller about a man 
who faces a life sentence, a grief- 
stricken family divided, and a trial- 
by-jury justice system that pretends 
to be insulated from cultural and 
social biases. 

2. Caché (Hidden) 

Michael Haneke's thriller is about 
the bloody, paranoiac need for a 
scapegoat that the sociopathic, self- 
preserving white middle-class hides 
within. But beyond the superb “war 
on terror” and “racial other” alle- 
gories, Caché forces the viewer to 


SL 


| question the visual medium itself by 


blurring surveillance video and 
objective point of view. The final 
image alone—with its revelation 
mundanely tucked away to one side 
of the frame—forces you to mentally 
rewind the entire plot, cue back and 
forth between voyeurs and “objec- 
tive” viewers, and review the West’s 
endless loop of anger, vengeance, 
guilt, and atonement. 

3. VEnfant (The Child) 

The Dardenne Brothers’ fourth 
minimalist slice of social realism is 
about the betrayals, forgiveness, 
and self-surrender which come 
with maturity in a cold, harsh soci- 
ety. This fiercely powerful film 
infuses the world of a thief, his girl- 
friend and their newborn son with 
tightening suspense and heartfelt 
grace. The camera, in its intent 
close-ups on people’s roving eyes 


and tense faces, won’t allow us an 
easy distance from which to judge 
these proud, under-class survivors. 
L'Enfant comes closer to the pain 
and struggle of real life than most 
documentaries. 
4. A Tale of Two Sisters 
Steeped in suspense that slowly 
boils over, Ji-woon Kim’s film about 
two sisters who return home from an 
asylum gradually makes you ques- 
tion everything you've seen, right 
from the first frame. This claustro- 
chiller uses the sisters’ house as a 
psychic space of gruesome projec- 
tions, traumatic memories and tor- 
menting guilt. Kim employs slow 
pans and sound to skin-crawling 
effect, immersing us in a Freudian 
nightmare, slipping in and out of 
plot twists and finally revealing the 
secret of a sister’s haunted past that 
deftly ties up the story’s dark web. 
5. Oldboy 
A revenge film with some bloody 
points to make, Chan-wook Park 
uses offbeat camerawork, the flint- 
hard face of star Min-sik Choi and a 
devious plot to craft a story that’s 
part hyper-modern Asian cinema, 
part brutal action and part Greek 
tragedy. Stylishly shot and gripping- 
ly paced with 
some brutally real- 
istic, exhausting 
fight scenes, this is 
a darkly twisting, pulpy psycho- 
thriller. Oldboy splatters the line 
between beast and man, slams home 
the single-mindedness of revenge 
and plunges into sex and grief. A 
relentless trip into a cinematic heart 
of darkness. 
6. Kung Fu Hustle 
The best martial arts superhero 
slapstick farce ever? Delectable, 
non-stop fun, Kung Fu Hustle soars 
in its gravity-arresting, eye-popping 
action scenes and comes down to 
earth with its cinematic allusions, 
in-jokes, oddball characters, and a 
cliché-smashing action plot. This 
madcap film follows such a mis- 
chievous, boisterously original 
rhythm that Stephen Chow out- 
grows his cinematic inheritance as 
the bastard, Looney Tunes son of 
Buster Keaton and Bruce Lee by the 
midway point, actually stamping 
an auteur mark on the kung fu 
action film. 
7. My Summer of Love 
A film by Pawel Pawlikowski that 
is of rich texture, haunted spaces, 
light and shadow, and a smoky 
moodiness. Pawlikowski draws 
remarkable performances from 
Natalie Press and Emily Blunt as two 
girls from opposite sides of the track 
in a small Northern England town 
who fall in love with each other... or 
what they think is each other. 
Deceit, delusion, faith and sexual 
power crash into each other at 
strange angles and flare out brightly 
in a beguiling summer. 
RUNNERS-UP: Turtles Can Fly, 
Look at Me, Downfall, A History of 
Violence, Nobody Knows, Head-On, 
Undertow, Ill Sleep When I’m Dead, 
Ryan, Swenkas, 2046, The Best of 
Youth and Wallace and Gromit: The 
Curse of the Were-Rabbit. © 
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Give yourselves a hand 


Clap Your Hands Say Yeah and The Decemberists dominate 


this year’s top-five CD lists, proving once and for all that Vue’s 
music writers are, in fact, the navelgazing bunch of overly 
emotional wusses you’ve always feared they were. 


DAVID BERRY 
(Music Writer) 

1. Wolf Parade, Apologies to 
the Queen Mary (Sub Pop) Where 
would the world be without songs like 
“F'Il Believe in Anything”? Well, it'd 
still have a fantastic album, I guess, 
but surely it would be a bit sadder. 

2. Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah, Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah (Independent) What The 
Talking Heads would sound like if 
they were born in 1980. That’s really 
good, by the way. 

3. Antony and the Johnsons, 
I Am a Bird Now (Sonic Unyon) 
A six-foot-something, bald, gay 
man who sounds like Nina Simone 
at her most emotional and sings 
about transgendered longing and 
sadomasochistic love. “Hope 
There’s Someone” is as scary as it is 
yearning. 

4. Sufjan Stevens, Illinois 
(Sonic Unyon) There’s no possible 
way the actual state of Illinois is as 
beautiful as this album. 

5. The Go! Team, Thunder 
Lightning Strike (Sony) This is 
cheating, since it was actually released 
last year, but it had its North American 
release this year, and no one has done 
anything this purely fun since. 

Honourable Mentions: The 
Decemberists, Picaresque; Danger- 
doom, The Mouse and the Mask; The 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Small Sins 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 
(Everything Writer) 

1. Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah, Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah (independent) Yeah! Yellow- 
toothed pop music tailor-made for 
people who wish Talking Heads 
never broke up and were still making 
albums like More Songs About Build- 
ings and Food. 

2. LCD Soundsystem, LCD 
Soundsystem (DFA) If there's some 
kind of formula out there for irre- 
sistible dance-rock music, LCD 
Soundsystem’s James Murphy seems 
close to cracking it with songs like 
“Daft Punk Is Playing at My House,” 
“Disco Infiltrator” and the unstop- 
pable “Yeah.” 


3. The Mountain Goats, The 
Sunset Tree (4AD) John Darnielle 
aims his peerless songwriting skills 
even more unmercifully upon him- 
self with this album-length memory 
piece about the alcoholic, abusive 
stepfather who made his teen years 
so miserable. “This Year” is my new 
January 1 anthem. 

4. Bloc Party, Silent Alarm 
(V2) Their sound (crisp, all-business, 
percussive London post-punk) draws 
you in, and then the oblique but 
fiercely declaimed lyrics (dealing 
with politics both sexual and global) 
keep you listening once the novelty’s 


worn off. 

5. Robyn, Robyn (Konichi- 
wa)/Annie, Anniemal (Big Beat) 
Scandinavian dancefloor pop done 
right, guaranteed to wash the taste 
of ABBA out of any hipster’s mouth. 


ROSS MOROZ 
(Local Music Enthusiast) 

1. Cadence Weapon, Break- 
ing Kayfabe (Upper Class) Break- 
ing Kayfabe, the debut album from 
local rapper Cadence Weapon, is a 
world-class piece of post-modernist 
hip-hop, somewhat unbelievably 
written and recorded in and about 
the City of Champions. 

2. The Wolfnote, Sacred Bod- 
ies (Reluctant) Edmonton’s pre- 
mier Wolf band show their teeth on 
their best album to date. 

3. The Vertical Struts, The 
Vertical Struts (Pop Echo) This 
stylish, sexually ambiguous garage- 
rock duo prove they’re more than 
just a one- (or two-) trick pony with 
their debut full-length. 

4. All Purpose Voltage 
Heroes, Already Haunted (Rec- 
tangle) Possibly the only record to 
ever make you wish you would have 
stuck with those awful keyboard 
lessons your parents forced you to 
take in the early ‘90s. 

5. Twin Fangs, Street Sweeper 
(Rectangle) PJ plays guitar, Penny 
plays drums, rock ensues. 


Honourable mentions: The 
Wet Secrets, A Whale of a Cow (Inde- 
pendent); Whitey Houston, Whitey 
Houston (Rectangle) 


LEAH COLLINS 
(Smug Torontonian) 

1. The New Pornographers, 
Twin Cinema (Outside) It’s like 
they added a fresh 100 or so feet to 
their usual wall of sound. The West 
coast supergroup perfects the pop— 
with epic results. 

2. The Go! Team, Thunder 
Lightning Strike (Sony) Right at 
home on a shelf of Sesame Street 
and Motown LPs. 

3. The Decemberists, 
Picaresque (FAB) Eleven stories plus 
many more characters—from military 
wives to a doomed gypsy lover— 
equals one devastatingly good listen. 

4, Annie, Anniemal (Big 
Beat) Guilt-free dance pop that 
kicks Madonna in her well-defined 
rear end. 

5. Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah, Clap Your Hands Say 
Yeah (independent) Let me be the 
kajillionth music writer with a pen- 
chant for indie rock to say this one 
deserves a hand. 

I also have a special spot in 
my heart for: The Grates, The 
Ouch. The Touch; Gorillaz, Demon 
Days; The Fiery Furnaces, EP 


TYSON KABAN 
(Music Writer) 

1. Kathieen Edwards, Back 
To Me (Universal) Alt-country 
with a rock sensibility, Edwards's 
skill as an affecting songwriter can't 
be matched. Both helpless victim 
and potty-mouthed instigator, when 
she’s not busy breaking someone's 
heart, she’s sweeping her own off the 
floor. 

2. The New Pornographers, 
Twin Cinema (Outside)/ Broken 
Social Scene, Broken Social 
Scene (Arts & Crafts) Which 
Canadian super-group released the 
better album this year? I've obvious- 
ly made my decision. 


SEE PAGE 46 
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Michael Rault and the Mixed Sig- 
nals + With the Blame-its, the City 
Streets and Uncle Outrage œ 
Queen Alexandra Hall = Sat, Jan 7 
e all ages Edmonton guitarist and 
songwriter Lionel Rault is a giant in our 
city’s vibrant blues and roots communi- 
ty. Whether he’s impressing fans with 
his near-virtuoso guitar work as a solo 
artist or as a member of the Rault 
Brothers Band, or enchanting listeners 
as the host of his own show on CKUA, 
Rault has a longstanding reputation in 
this city that could create some pretty 
tough expectations for his son Michael 
and his up-and-coming band the Mixed 
Signals to live up to. But the younger 
Rault isn’t feeling the pressure so far. 
“For the most part, since I’m not 
playing for the same people he plays 
for, no one we play for really knows 
what my dad does, anyway—i haven’t 
really had anyone come out to a show 
and say “you're Lionel’s kid; show us 
some stuff,” Rault laughs, explaining 
that being the son of a local legend 
actually comes in handy once in a 
while. “I’d say it’s probably an advan- 
tage to be my dad’s kid, actually; | 
mean, | got free guitar lessons as a kid, 
and | have a recording studio in my 
house, which is pretty cool.” 
Of course, it also helps that the 
“almost 17”-year-old Rault has a verita- 
ble teenaged all-star band backing 
him. Subatomics guitarist Rene Wilson, 
Jukebox Shock drummer Byron Kertesz 
and bassist Murray Wood round out 
the band, and much like these other 
young groups the Mixed Signals are 
embracing a more classic sound than is 
usually associated with stereotypically 
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hardcore- or rap-obsessed teenagers. 

“| think the punk/hardcore/emo 
thing got so overdone that people are 
just tired of it now and want some- 
thing new,” Rault postulates. “Bands 
like us and the Subatomics and the 
Fronts haven't really come up with a 
new sound at all, though—it’s kind of 
an old sound, but it’s played with a 
new energy. | don’t think any of us are 
too interested in just recreating the 
sound of the ‘60s, but we are definite- 
ly heavily influenced by that stuff.” 

That said, though, Rault is quick to 
point out that his band is just as punk 
as some of their less creative contem- 
poraries, albeit in a different way. “I 
wouldn’t say that punk is dying, 
though, because, if you think about it, 
early punk was heavily influenced by 
“60s garage and early rock ‘n’ roll, just 
like the music we're playing today,” he 
explains. “Punk is definitely taking a 
hard turn away from where it’s been 
for the last few years, but if anything 
it’s gone back to an earlier time.” 


The Anglers e With Souljah Fyah, 
Aurasia & the Constellation-ites 
and Dj Mick Sleeper ° Sidetrack 
Café • Sat, Jan 7 (8 pm) Admittedly, 
Music Notes felt a bit embarrassed to 
confess having never heard of the 
Anglers or the group’s frontman, 
singer-songwriter Scott Cook. But con- 
sidering that the country-tinged reggae 
band (“We're prairie kids who heard 
Africa over the radio,” Cook says) plays 
most of its gigs in the, ahem, indie 
music hotspot of Taiwan, such igno- 
rance is somewhat excusable. 

“The music scene over there is a lit- 
tle bit, um, funny,” admits Cook, who 
formed the Anglers with a fellow Cana- 
dian and three South Africans after 
traveling to Taiwan to teach. “Chinese 
pop music is quite big, but as far as the 
type of music we play, the scene is 
about half locals and half foreigners.” 

So the Anglers play in Taiwan over 
the winter and hit the Western Cana- 
dian festival circuit over the summer, 
living a bit of an artistic double life, 
although apparently there is a 
remarkable amount of overlap 


10220-103 ST ° 423-7707 
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between the two seemingly disparate 
Scenes. “It’s actually a fairly tight-knit 
scene over there, and funnily enough 
a lot of the foreigners over there are 
Canadian and especially Edmonton- 
ian,” Cook says. “So playing over 
there has actually helped us get more 
popular here, and vice versa, because 
people so see us in one place think it’s 
cool to be able to come and see us 
when they get home, too. They seem 
like two totally different worlds, of 
course, but there are actually a lot of 
connections between them.” 

Lately, though, the Anglers have 
begun to consider concentrating 
their attention on Canada in the 
future, as they feel they may have 
reached the limits of their popularity 
on the island of Taiwan—apparently, 
Taiwanese music fans, while enthusi 
astic, are generally a little bit less dis- 
criminating in their tastes when it 
comes to live music. 

“The kind of bands that get to play 
big bars and have a lot of fans ove; 
there tend to be cover bands who play 
a lot of Bon Jovi or Guns ‘n’ Roses,’ 
Cook admits with a laugh. “There are 
a few Taiwanese bands who play origi 
nal music (Cook mentions Taiwanese 
rockabilly stalwarts Chicken Rice), but 
most of their fans are foreigners, too.” 

That said, for all its infatuation with 
Canto-pop and cheesy cover bands 
Cook feels that the Taiwanese music 
scene has helped his band develop 
their broad, highly eclectic sound 
“There is a really vibrant music scene 
in Taiwan, and being over there for a 
number of years our music has defi- 
nitely been influenced by what we 
hear there,” he says. “When | left 
Canada | was playing straight-up roots 
music, but since going over there the 
style has changed a lot. We play a lot 
of bars over there, so the sound had to 
get louder, and the three South African 
guys in the band have brought in a lot 
of other influences as well.” 

So does this mean that the Anglers 
might be pulling out a totally wicked 
cover of “Welcome to the Jungle” or 
“Livin’ on a Prayer” this weekend? 
“Not likely,” Cooks laughs. 
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Nikola Tesla * With Except My 
Life, Hundred Acre Wood, Thirty 
Nights Of Violence and Vying For 
Solace + McQueen Hall ¢ Sat, Jan 7 
* all ages Those of you who find the 
increasing sub-classification of hard- 
core music a bit ridiculous have an ally 
in Nikola Tesla bassist Todd McDonald. 
“| think all the subgenre stuff is kind of 
lame,” says the Calgary-based hard- 
core band’s newest member. “Like, 


emo-core and all that shit, it’s just got- - 


ten a little out of hand | think.” 

Hear hear, Todd, although a few of 
these subgenres might have come in 
handy during the rest of McDonald’s 
conversation with Music Notes, espe- 
cially when he tried to convey his frus- 
tration with the current state of 
hardcore in his hometown. 

“You've got, like, hardcore hard- 
core, and then you've got the hard- 
core kids, who are neglected by the 
real hardcore kids because they don’t 
wear bandanas and have piercings or 
whatever. Hardcore hardcore is still 
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awesome, but hardcore’s pretty 
funny these days; it’s all going in a 
giant circle.” 

Wow, no kidding. So, then, are 
Nikola Tesla, “hardcore hardcore,” or, 
uh, “real hardcore,” or... what? 

“We get thrown into the metalcore 
category because we're considered a 
progressive, harder band,” he explains. 
“What we stand for lyrically is pretty 
hardcore, but the way we structure our 
songs and the way we play our instru- 
ments is more on the metal side.” 

Okay, that makes a little bit more 
sense. But, at the risk of backtracking, 
Music Notes had to ask: what is it 
about Calgary's hardcore scene that 
makes McDonald so frustrated that he 
barely makes sense? 

“Right now Calgary seems to have 
a really big all-ages hardcore scene, 
where you have these kids who are 
between 12 and 17 years old going to 
shows. So many kids are getting into 
hardcore bands, but they don’t even 
know why they like it,” he says. “Hard- 


THE STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 


core for me has never been about the 
material things—you know, how many 
seven-inches you own or how many 
cool band T-shirts you have. For me, 
hardcore is just about staying true to 
yourself and your friends, and being 
yourself, as lame as that sounds.” 

Lame or not, it is this ethos that 
has allowed the half-decade-old Nikola 
Tesla to persevere in an environment 
where most bands call it quits with 
alarming regularity. Prevailing trends in 
hardcore come and go, but for 
McDonald, it is the personal relation- 
ship he has with the rest of the mem- 
bers of his band that keeps the group 
together. “I know one of the biggest 
things that has really kept the band 
together this long has been a really 
strong friendship between all of us,” 
he insists. “We wouldn’t still be doing 
this if we weren't all such good friends, 
and | know that sounds lame, too.” 

Well, not as lame as “hardcore 
hardcore”—but yeah, okay, maybe it 
does a little. © 
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RUCKUS RECORDS 

VOLUME 3 COMP 
RELEASE PARTY 
Sunday Jan 15 
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y Greyhound Tragedy 
Five O’Clock Charlie 
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1 - BEYONCE/ SLIM THUG - CHECK ON IT 
2 - MARIAH CAREY - DON’T FORGET ABOUT US 
3 - THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - STICKWITCHU 
4 - CHRIS BROWN - RUN IT 
5 - RIHANNA - IF IT’S LOVIN’ THAT YOU WANT 
6 - KREESHA TURNER - BOUNCE WITH ME 
7 - KELLY CLARKSON - 

BECAUSE OF YOU (REMIX) 
8 - EMINEM - WHEN I’M GONE 
9 - AKON/ YOUNG JEEZY - SOUL SURVIVOR 

10 - THE SHOW- WATCHIN’ ME 

11 - T-PAIN - I'M SPRUNG 

12 - SHAWN DESMAN - MAN IN ME 

13 - NICKELBACK - PHOTOGRAPH 

14 - MASSARI - REAL LOVE 

15 - KARDINAL OFFISHALL - 

EVERYDAY RUDE BWOY 

16 - BLACK EYED PEAS - PUMP IT 

17 - RAY - J/ FABOLOUS - ONE WISH 

18 - MADONNA - HUNG UP 

19 ~ SEAN PAUL - TEMPERATURE 

20 ~ KESHIA CHANTE - RING THE ALARM 

21 - JELLESTONE/ NELLY FURTADO - 

FRIENDAMINE 
22 - ASHLEY SIMPSON/ MISSY ELLIOTT - L.0.V. 
23 - CASCADA - EVERYTIME WE TOUCH 
HEARD EM SAY 

24 - CARL HENRY - I WISH 

25 - JEFF HENDRICK - | JUST WANNA DANCE 

26 — JAMIE FOXX/ LUDACRIS - UNPREDICTABLE 

27 - TWISTA/ TREY SONGZ - GIRL TONITE 

28 - NE-YO - SO SICK 

29 - JUELZ SANTANA - 

THERE IT GO (THE WHISTLE SONG) 

30 - SHAKIRA - DON’T BOTHER 

31- ROSETTE - CRUSHED 

32- THREE 6 MAFIA - STAY FLY 

33- NELLY - GRILLZ 

34- MELISSA O'NEIL - LET IT GO 

35- 50 CENT - WINDOW SHOPPER 

36 - MOKA ONLY/ K-OS - CALLING OUT 


BRERRRER RRR RRR RR RRR ED 


Fax your free listings 
to 426-2889 or 
e-mail to Glenys at 
lstings@vueweekly.com 
Deadiine Is Friday at 3pm 


LIVE MUSIC 


THU JAN 5 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Derino 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

CEILI'S Screech; 9pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB Open stage hosted by 
Alberta Crude; 6-1 0pm 
DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Diana Stabel, 
Andrew Glover 


GRINDER Thursday jam night 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday 
open jam; 7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 
8:30pm-12:30am 

JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz 
Standards; 7:30-10:30pm 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB'S 
Rattpoison 

NEST Open stage with Nick 
Zyla every Thu 

SIDETRACK CAFÉ Trainwreck, 
Hootin’ Annies; 8pm; $10 
(adv)/$12 (door); benefit for 
the Stollery Children's Hospital 


WILD WEST SALOON Udder 


Maddness 
DJS 


Dis THU JAN 5 


ARMOURY Vintage 
Thursdays: retro rock, dance 
and old school hip hop 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


BUDDY’S DJ Squiggles, Yohko 
Oh-no 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven 
with Sweetz, T-Bass, Rezidnt 
Funk 


ESMERALDA’S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo with DJ S.W.A.G. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Urban 
substance Thursday: with 
Urban Substance Sound Crew 


HALO Deep ‘n’ Delicious: 
with Diz; $10 (before 
10pm)/$15 (after 10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip 
hop, Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


KAS BAR Urban House: with 


DJ Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Students 
Night: hip hop with Dj Odin 
OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 
9pm-2am; no cover 

RED STAR Underground Hip 
Hop Night: with D] Mumps, 
DJ Dusty Kratez, Dj Nato 
RUM JUNGLE Student Night: 
Great beats 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate, 
1-Spm, $5/$4 (rentals); 7pm- 
12 midnight, $6/$4 (rentals) 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS WLCM: electro, tech- 
no with DJ Nik 7, guests; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $4 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ERL JAN 6 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
3 Drops of Pure 


CASINO EDMONTON 
Samantha King (country) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Catalyst (Caribbean) 


CEILI'S The Kick It Bros; 9pm 


FOUR ROOMS Diana Stabel, 
Andrew Glover 


GRINDER BAR Slow8um 
(blues/rock); 9:30-1:30am. 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band; 9-2am 

JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Rain 
(the Beatles Experience); 8pm; 
$39.50/$35.50/$30.50 at 
TicketMaster 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Plays Favourites; 7:30- 
10:30pm 

KINGSKNIGHT PUB'S 100 
Watt Bulb 

NEWCASTLE PUB Rolodex 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Dark Rave 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Riverdale 
Bluegrass Band, The Hoppers; 
35 

SIDETRACK CAFE Big River 
(ex- Knee Deep in Grass and 
Funktion); The Swill Kings; 
8pm; $10 (door) 

STARLITE ROOM No One's 
Alone, guest; no minors; 8pm 
(door); $7 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Udder 


Maddness 
DUS 


djs FRI JAN 6- 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: 
Top 40 downstairs/retro 80 
upstairs 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and Dj 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D’n’B/house/breaks 
with Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, 


Shortee, Sweetz and more 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S Dance party with Dj 
Alvaro 


CALIENTE New Year's Eve 
Pre-Party with Toronto's Fire 
Kid Steenie; $9 


DANTE’S BISTRO DJ johnny 
Sky 

DECADANCE Ladies Night 
sexy house with Smoov, guests 


ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 


ESMERALDAS DJ Jimmy 
Friday; 8pm (door) 

GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Freedom Friday: Shortround, 
Echo, Shocka-Bean; no minors; 
9pm (door) 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, 

new wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s 
soul with DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy 
D; no cover before 10pm; $5 
(after 10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip 
hop, Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday 


O'BYRNE’S DJ Finnegan; 
9pm; no cover 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing 
with DJ 

OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 
9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: 
indie rock and Brit pop with 
DJ Readymade Flyboy 


THE ROOST Pre-New Years 
Party: all request dance 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples Dj 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Deep House: 
with Friday resident DJ Luke 
Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
| SKATING DISCO Public skate 
1-5pm, $5; and 7pm-12 mid- 
night, $6/$4 (rentals) 


STARLITE ROOM Cherry 
Fridays: alternative dance with 
DJ Jason; no minors; 9pm 
(door); $4 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with DJ Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, quests; 1-7am 
URBAN LOUNGE Funktion 
Fridays 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
STOMP Night: ROMP with 
GOMP; no minors; 8pm 
(door); $5 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Main: Youthful, funky, 
up-beat house with Anthony 
Donohue, Nestor Delano, 
Dragon, Ryan Wade, Roofio, 
DJ Juicy; Lounge: Deep house, 
fare groove with Tory P; 
Bassment: Garage, hose with 
Bree, Nic-E; no minors 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 
SaaS 


SATJAN 7 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
3 Drops of Pure 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Hair of the Dog; 4-6pm; no 
cover 


‘CASINO EDMONTON 
Samantha King (country) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Catalyst (Caribbean) 


FOUR ROOMS Diana Stabel, 
Andrew Glover 


GRINDER BAR SlowBum 
(blues/rock); 9:30-1:30am, 


HORIZON STAGE The 
Kubasonics (five-piece folk); 
7:30pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student) at TicketMaster, 
Horizon Stage box office 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday 
open jam, 3-7:30pm; 
country/rock band, 9pm-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Rollanda Lee and Charlie 
Austin (jazz); 8:30pm; $7 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Rain 
(the Beatles Experience); 8pm; 
$39.50/$35.50/$30.50 at 
TicketMaster 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 100 Watt 
Bulb 


MCQUEEN HALL Nikola Tesla 
(Except My Life CD/LP release 
show); Except My Life, Run 
With The Hunted, Hundred 
Acre Wood, Thirty Nights Of 
Violence, Mary Rose; ALL AGES 
event; 6:30pm (door); $7 


NEWCASTLE PUB Rolodex 


O'BYRNE'S Captain Tractor's 
Chris Wynters and Scott 
Peters; 2pm; no cover 


RENDEZVOUS Imagine, 
Aroot's Bazaar 


SIDETRACK CAFE Reggae 
Xplosion 2006: Souljah Fyah, 
Aurasia and the Constellation- 
ites, The Anglers, DJ Mick 
Sleeper; 8pm; $10 (adv)/$12 
(door) 

STARLITE ROOM Amaranth, 
Something So Typical; no 
minor; 8pm (door); $7 (door) 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 
The Dark Sand, Marble 
Engine; 8pm (door) no 
minors; $7 (door) 

WILD WEST SALOON Udder 
Maddness 


CLASSICAL 
LSE 


CONVOCATION HALL Winter 
Piano Recital: Boris Konovalov; 
8pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior) at TIX on the 


Square 
DUS 


dis SAT JAN 7 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 


DANTE'S BISTRO Dj Johnny 
Sky 

ESCAPE NIGHTCLUB 
Saturday Night House Party: 
with Urban Metropolis featur- 
ing Harman B and Dj Kwake 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Supreme Saturdays: with 
Invinceable, Big Sun, DJ 
Game, Weapon X, Aliby; 9pm 


HALO For Those Who Know. 
with Junior Brown, Waylon 
Sherrington, REmo, guests; no 
entry after 1:45am; $5 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy and 
guests 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing 
with DJ Emmy 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate 
1-Spm, $5; and 7pm-12 mid- 
night, $6/$4 (rentals) 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Anthem: hard 
NRG/trance/funky with Jeff 
Hillis, DTDR, Big Daddy, STX, 
Tweek; 1am-8am 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturdays: Main: house, pro- 
gressive techno with Luke 
Morrison, Anthony Donohue, 
Erin Eden; Lounge: Deep 
house, rare groove with Tory 
P; Bassment: Hard House with 
Darcy Klein, Bryan Doyle, 


Donovan 


=LI VE MUSIC 


SUN JAN 8 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
ReClaim Sundays: Funky jazz 
hosted by Rubim Metha, Lane 
Arendt and guests; no cover 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Carmen's Sunday live open 
jam 

CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with Bob 
Robichaud; 7-10pm 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm 

JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Rain 
(the Beatles Experience); 8pm; 


$39.50/$35.50/$30.50 at 
TicketMaster 


NEWCASTLE PUB Open 
Stage with Willie James and 
Crawdad; 3pm 


OSCARS PUB Open stage 
Sundays hosted by Chris 
Wynters of Captain Tractor (8- 
11pm) 


ROSEBOWL Jam with the 
Swampflowers; 10pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE The 
Sunday Night Gong Show: 
Love Junk, DJ Dudeman; 9pm; 
$6 


LELASSICAL 


SUN JAN 8 CLASSICAL 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN 
CHURCH Romancing the 
Keys: Alex Lam and Eleni 
Pappa with guests (music for 
piano and violin); 3pm; free 
(donations accepted) 


vueweky C 
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d Mz Vanity Fair, DJ 
inflash 


ENTE Urban Ladies 

fight: 91.7 the Bounce on 

Jocation with DJ Invinceable, 
Game, Weapon X 

DECADANCE Worship with 
Big Daddy, DTDR, guests; 
10am-close 
HALO Popscene: indie hits, 
forgotten classics, under- 
ground favourites with S 
Master F, Floormatt, Kyle, G- 
Spot, Jer-Lo, Travy D; 9pm 
(door); no cover 
ONE ON WHYTE Vinyl Side 
Sundays: with DJs 
RUM JUNGLE Service Industry 
Night 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate; 
1-5pm; $5/$4 (rentals) 


STOLLI'S Stolli’s House Arrest: 
with Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, quests 


LIVE MUSIC 
== 


MON JAN 9 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL Jam session hosted by 
the Retro Rockets Band; 8pm 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz 


| LBS PUB | aha fic 

9: 30pm-1am; no cover 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
Marco Claveria (samba to 
Bolero) every Monday 
SIDETRACK CAFE Open 
stage Mondays hosted by Ben 
Spencer; 9pm; no cover 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: 


with Big Tickle; 8:30-11: 30pm; 
no cover 


CLASSICAL 


MON JAN 9 CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Visiting Artist Recital Mayron 
Tsong (piano); 8pm; $15 (stu- 
dent/senior)/$20 (adult) 


Dus 


djs MON JAN 9 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry 
Night; no minors; 9pm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Dj 
Pennytentiary 


BUDDY'S Ashley Love and DJ 
T 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S.W.A.G. 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 
SS 


TUEJAN 10- 

BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open stage with Chris 
Wynters and guest 


0 & 


JULIAN'S PIANO 


LOr 
Graham's Twisted z 
Standards; 7:30-10:30pm 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB'S A Little 
Bitter 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 
O'BYRNE'S Celtic night with 


Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm. 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and 


the City; 9pm; Salsa dance 
lessons 8pm; $5 (door) 


CLASSICAL 


TUE JAN 10 CLASSICAL 
CONVOCATION HALL Piano 
Masterclass: Visiting Artist 
Mayron Tsong; 3:30pm; free 


DJS 


djs TUE JAN 10- 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Viva: with DJ Sean 


BUDDY’S Malebox, D) 
Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE Bashment 
Tuesdays; Reggae open mic 
with Elite Reggae Sounds, 
Bomb Squad, Q.B., Chrome 
Nine, Southside Sound; no 
minors; 11pm; no cover 


ESMERALDA’'S Top 40, coun- 
try, R&B with D) Foreplay, DJ 
Jimmy 

GINGUR SKY LOUNGE juicy 
Tuesday: DJ Spincycle, 91.7 
the Bounce 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Dominion with DJ Scott and 
goth-metal quests 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo: 
with DJ Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: 


Popular house beats with Dj 
Kevin Wong 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Retro night: 
music flash backs from the 
"S05, '60s, '70s, '80s and '90s; 
7pm-12 midnight; 55/54 
(rentals) 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and 
the City; 9pm; Salsa dance 
lessons 8pm; $5 (door) 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Youth Beat: hip hop, electro, 
indie rock, dance punk, funk 
with DJ Cadence Weapon; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $2 


W 
LIVE MUSIC 


| 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Duff Robison; 
8pm. 

JULIAN'S PLANO BAR Dennis 
Plays Favourites; 7:30- 
10:30pm 

KINGSKNIGHT PUB'S A Little 
Bitter 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


METRO CLUB AND 
BILLIARDS The Metro World 
Beat Band With Enrique 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm 

REXALL PLACE Hilary Duff, 
Hello Operator (formerly Gol); 
7pm; $34.75-$49.75 at 
TicketMaster 


HORIZ@N 


S TA GE 


Performing Arts Centre 


A country double-bill featuring two sensational young artists, 


Jake Mathews & 
Samantha King 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg; 8pm 
SIDETRACK CAFE Whyte 
Mud Drive, The Burning Heart 
Choir; 8pm 


WILD WEST SALOON Curtis 


Grambo 
DJS 


djs WED JAN 11 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: with Dj Buster 
Friendly; no cover 


BUDDY'S Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with Dj Eddy 
Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, quests 


ESCAPE Wild on Wednesday 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Electric Wednesday: Bo 
Dangles; no minors; 9pm 
(door); no cover 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: 
funk, disco, soul with junior 
Brown 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with 
DJ Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with DJ Nestor 
Delano 


STARLITE ROOM Lushious 
Wednesdays: retro alternative 
dance with D) Jason; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $4 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Lushious Wednesdays: retro 
alternative dance with D) 
Jason; no minors; 9pm (door); 
34 


Saturday, January 14- 7:30 p.m. 


Adults $20, Students & Seniors $15 


Box Office: 962-8995 


dwunaste 


Theatre: 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove, AB 


HomeTown 
Living 


@ Foundation pes 
Ars 


Box Office: 315 Jespersen Ave, Spruce Grove City Hall 
KOCFEW WUE 
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THUCUREANLOUNG 


URBANLOUNGE_NET 
EDMONTON'S BEST LIVE VENUE 


8111-10551 439-3388 


CHEDX OUT URBAMLOUNGENET FOR 


COARSE ADDICTION 
u eoat Ea 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY “ 


Era 


THURSDAY JANUARY 12 


SIXGUN BIWHISK | 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 18 


THIRD TIME HA 
NATESMEI 


THURSDAY . 19 


SOS-FACE FIRST 


10S5aa B2 AVENUE 
PHONE 437-7699 
FA™ 491-0 So 


oneonwhyte.com 
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FRI JAN 13 
RUCKUS RECORDS 
VOL 3 COMP 


UME 


RELEASE PARTY 


a 


ae 
a 


j "Greyhound 
a Tragedy 


Fri Jan 27 
Gong Show! 


An evening wh 


risking the vongi 


} 
G 
f 
i 
iY 


home of giant ice! 


10081 Jasper Ave. Polodium Build. 


coll 429-CLUB for more info 
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; X ON SALE JAN 2ND AT MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRO 
LISTEN. FREECLOUD AND NEW CITY LIGUOR BOX 
fe: 18087 JASPER AVE 429.2582 
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Calling al fearless performers of Eimomton!! 


We have a gong- and we're not scared to uso it 

Do you have a long-hidden talent and are willing lo unleash 

fon unsuspecting audiences??? 

Aisimply well et you be the jadye of what’ hot and whats nat 
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Sudden death 


Local bands join 
the fight against 
methamphetamines 
with Death to Meth 
fundraiser 


By SONYA SOLO 


en Wesley Haineault was first 
Wee some meth at a rave to 
keep his energy up, he had no 
idea what he was in for. “It won’t 
mess you up,” he was told. “It'll help 
you stay awake.” The part about 
staying awake was true enough, but 
the other part proved regrettably 
false. This was the beginning of a 
month-long meth bender during the 
course of which he says he slept 
only a total of 72 hours. 

Now, having recovered from a 
five-year addiction, Wesley will be 
volunteering with the upcoming 
Death to Meth benefit show. 
Neglecting the mug of coffee in 
front of him, the 24-year-old rapper 
talks about the way his lifestyle led 
him to becoming a dealer and then a 
user of meth. “I went through about 
17 different foster homes between 
the ages of six and 10,” he explains. 
“| went through a lot of abuse, phys- 
ical and psychological. I had a lot of 
anger issues and I wasn’t getting 
along at school.” 

After being kicked out of a youth 
emergency shelter for fighting, he 
was homeless, and dealing drugs was 
his only means to survive. “I was 
easily adapted into that kind of 
world,” he says. “Going through sev- 
eral different foster homes I was able 
to adapt to different lifestyles, and 
the drugs came natural when you're 
on the streets.” 

Looking back on the history of 
his addiction, Wesley credits iHu- 
man, a drop-in centre for youth with 
drug addictions, for providing the 
means to his recovery. iHuman’s 
mandate is to help youth become 
involved in creative projects that 
include theatre, painting and music, 
and when Wesley began to use the 
centre’s studio to record his rap, it 
grew to be not only a creative outlet, 
but also a means to overcome his 
addiction. Whether or not his music 
career takes off, Wesley intends to 
continue working with iHuman in 
helping his peers overcome their 
drug habits. 


ASIDE FROM the artistic endeav- 
ours, it’s probably Youth Director 
Wallis Kendal’s “no-bullshit” 
approach that makes iHuman so 
effective. Wallis realizes that recover- 
ing from a meth addiction is a slow 
and arduous process. “This is not a 
program where we reshape a person 
in six weeks,” he explains. “Realisti- 
cally, it takes much longer than 
that.” He also describes iHuman’s 
willingness to overstep the bound- 
aries of political correctness. “Many 
other organizations will phone 


police if you’ve done something 
that’s illegal. There’s no trust created 
that way. At iHuman we will not 
phone the police on you. Also, we 
do not censor work. It’s important to 
start with your own voice.” 

When local music promoter 
Dave Noel decided to stage a benefit 
concert, he knew his first choice of 
non-profit organization had to be 
iHuman. Over the last six years, 
meth has emerged as one of the fore- 
most causes of drug addiction in 
Edmonton. Due to a shortage of 
population surveys on the subject, it 
is hard to say exactly what percent- 
age of young people are affected by 
this drug, but Dave Noel is very 
much aware of meth’s pervasive 
presence due to first-hand experi- 


ence, “I came very close to becoming 
a meth user,” he recalls. 

The Death to Meth benefit will 
feature local bands such as Michael 
Rault and the Mixed Signals, Uncle 
Outrage, and the Blame-Its. Accord- 
ing to Dave, the Blame-Its are espe- 
cially suited to this show since they 


EIBENEFIT 


grew up in Hinton, one of the most 
meth-ridden towns in Alberta. 
Blame-Its drummer Chrispy Jerkin 
agrees. “We've been around that 
stuff,” he says. “We've done anti- 
meth shows in Hinton, so we are 
looking forward to doing one in 
Edmonton.” 


“TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE 


ALSO FEATURING 


“ny” 


AN EVENING WITH 


AEL AGES - DOORS 7 PM 


According to a report by Dr. 
Cameron Wild for the University of 
Alberta’s Addiction and Mental 
Health Research Lab, among Edmon- 
ton-area youth attending AADAC 
programs, amphetamines are report- 
ed by 12.3 per cent of clients as their 
drug of concern, second only to 
cannabis. Of course, many more 
cases go unreported. One of the 
main problems with obtaining infor- 
mation on the actual extent of meth 
use is the lack of cooperation 
between different institutions such 
as health care and social services. 

“It’s not a criminal issue; it is a 
health issue,” Wallis states. “And 
the health system is in really bad 
shape for this kind of situation.” 
The use of meth can cause not only 


mental health problems such as™ 
depression or psychosis, but also 
long-term physical problems such 
as “meth mouth,” a condition in 
which the teeth are burned away 
due to prolonged meth use. Cur- 
tently there is no dental help for 
the youth at iHuman, but Wallis 
remains hopeful that Death to 
Meth will raise some portion of the 
funds needed to maintain iHuman, 
and perhaps more importantly, 4 
attract some badly needed attention 
to this cause. © 


DEATH TO METH IHUMAN BENEFIT 
Featuring the Blame-its, Uncle Outrage, 
The City Streets, Michael Rault and the 
Mixed Signals + Queen Alex Hall » Sat, 

Jan 7 (S pm) + all ages 


© STARLITE ROOM : 10030 102 ST 


Abespareesrnss 


tn CADENCE WEAPON « DJ WEEZL 


along with THE ESHOD IBN WYZA SOUND SYSTEM 
DOORS 5 Pat" NO NONORS OKAYPLAYER COM » UNIONEVENTS COM 


CANNAE 


JANUARY 28 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT 


WINSPEAR CENTRE BOX OFFICE, 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING JAN 5, 2006 l 
1. The Co-Dependants - Live At The Mecca Café Vol.2 (indelible) 
2. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 
3. Harry Manx - Mantras For Madmen (dog my cat) 
4. Sarah Harmer - I'm A Mountain (cold snap) 3 
5. Bruce Cockburn - Speechless (true north) — 
6. Wilco - Kicking Television (nonesuch) 
7. Paul Kelly - Foggy Highway (true north) 
8. Metric - Live It Out (last gang) 
9. Corb Lund-Hair in my eyes like a Highland Steer (stony plain) 
10. Betty Lavette - I've Got My Own Hell To Raise (anti) 
11. Colin James - Limelight (maple) 
12. System Of A Down - Hypnotize (american) 
13. Broken Social Scene- Broken Social Scene (arts&crafts) 
14. Twin Fangs - Street Sweeper (rectangle) 
15. Cam Penner & The Gravel Road - Felt Like A Sunday Night (cp) 
16. Faunts - High Expectations/Low Results (friendly fire) 
17. Kate Bush - Aerial (emi) 
18. Ann Vriend - Modes Of Transport (av) 
19. Calexica/iron & Wine - In The Reins (overcoat) 
20. Sufjan Stevens - Illinoise (asthmatic kitty) 
21. The New Pornographers-Twin Cinema (mint) 
22. Death From Above 1979 - Romance Bloody Romance 
Remixes & B-Sides (last gang) 
23. Rammstein - Rosenrot (universal) 
24. Marah — If You Didn't Laugh, You’d Cry {yep roc) 
25. The Vertical Struts - S/T (popecho) 
26. Broken Nose - Goodbye Prudence (bn) 
27. Danger Doom - The Mouse & The Mask (epitaph) 
28. Wolf Parade - Apologies To The Queen Mary (sub pop 
29. Neil Young ~ Prarie Wind (warner) 
30. Rodney Crowell-The Outsider (columbia) 


~ JULIANA THEORY | 3 
DEADBEAT SWEETHEAR TREAT | 1 


So what the All Music Guide has pe E 
told me about these hot shots is that ON SALE yow 
they are a cross between Iron Maiden 
and Joshua Tree-era U2. This basically means that 
you had better get your sweet asses down here and 
pick this new Juliana Theory album, or you'll be 
without the record from the band that is said to be a 
cross between Iron Maiden and Joshua Tree-era U2. 


Continued from page 39 


3. Sleater-Kinney, The Woods 
(Sub Pop) I put you on the list not 
because I'm afraid you'll beat me up, 
but because your exceptional brand 
of loud, distorted, intimidating mod- 
ern-rock is surprisingly palatable. 

4. Aimee Mann, The Forgot- 
ten Arm (Outside) A sublime, pop- 
rock novella revolving around an 
addicted boxer bouncing in and out 
of rehab in post-Vietnam America. 
Yes, it’s as fantastic as it sounds and 
no, I’m not 40. 

5. Annie, Anniemal (Big Beat) 
The year's guiltiest pleasure comes 
courtesy of a Norwegian club-kid 
who's sick beats and cheeky lyrics are 
perfect for dancing around your 
basement suite in your underwear. 
Or so I’ve been told. 

Honourable Mentions: Martha 
Wainwright, Martha Wainwright; Met- 
ric, Live It Out; Bettye LaVette, I’ve Got 
My Own Hell To Raise 


CHRIS BOUTET 
(Managing Editor) 

1. Wolf Parade, Apologies to 
the Queen Mary (Sub Pop) From 
the opening smash of “You Are a 
Runner and I Am My Father’s Son” 
to the final jubilant cacophony that 
closes out “This Heart’s On Fire,” 
this Montreal five-piece delivers the 
most refreshing and giddily exultant 
rock album I've heard in years. An 
instant classic. 

2. Clap Your Hands Say 


WIL & 


f 


WOLF PARADE vfs 


Yeah, Clap Your Hands Say Yeah 
(Independent) No, Leah, let me be 
the kajillionth reviewer to give these 
boys from Brooklyn the big double- 
guns for gracing the world with this 
infectious collection of indescribably 
meaningful indie pop. Yow. 
3. Bright Eyes, Digital Ash in 
a Digital Urn (Outside) Simulta- 
neously released with the more 
instantly likeable (but in retrospect, 
somewhat uninspired) I’m Wide 
Awake, It’s Morning, Conor Oberst’s 
foray into rhythm-heavy electro-pop 
is an uneven effort at best—but man, 
when it’s brilliant (“Arc of Time,” 
“Light Pollution”), tell me when 
your nipples have ever been harder.- 
4. The Decemberists, 
Picaresque (FAB) Whimsy! Theatri- 
cality! Costumes! Adorable rhyme 
schemes delivered with an endearing- 
ly fey affectation! It’s all enough to 
bring out the drama major in anyone. 
5. The National, Alligator 
(Beggars) Released back in April 
during one of the best years for indie 
music in recent memory, you could 
be forgiven for forgetting about The 
National. But do yourself a favour, 
pull this one off the shelf and be 
reminded what a touchingly sexy 
collection of tunes Alligator is. 
Honourable mentions: Fem- 
bots, The City; Youth Group, Skeleton 
Jar; Sleater-Kinney, The Woods; The 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Small Sins 


EDEN MUNRO 
(Music Writer) 

1. The Hugh Dillon Redemp- 
tion Choir, The High Cost of Low 


Shaun Verrault of Wide Mouth Mason 


and the Powerplant. 


= POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


htip://www.ibreakstrings.com 


with guests TBA 


ary Ist at The Powerplant 


Tickets $12 in advance, and are available at Ticketmaster, Blackbyrd 
Myoozik, Listen Records, Megatunes, HUB, SUB, CAB, E.T.L.C. Info Desks, 


Dives 


LEROY STALLER 
“CERT Were” 


Living (Universal) The forme; 
Headstones frontman returns with a 
new band full of intertwining guitars 
and keyboards, making for a dynam 
ic, more refined sound. And he stil) 
rocks hard, too. 

2. Elliott Brood, Ambas. 
sador (Warner) Death-country 
stomped out with banjos, guitars 
and a drum kit built around a suit 
case. The sound is well-travelleq 
along the dark back roads, and the 
miles serve it well. 

3. Krista Hartman, Passport 
(Independent) It’s refreshing to 
hear an album that has folk influ- 
ences without sounding whiny and 
contrived. Hartman wraps her stories 
up in a gritty reality and she doesn 
bother to pull any punches. 

4. Leeroy Stagger, Beautiful 
House (Boompa) Stagger conjures 
his songs out of the ashes of the best 
from the history of pop, rock and 
country, and the result is an album 
that is thick with a variety oí 
flavours, but unified by Stagger’. 
voice and vision. 

5. The Maybellines, The May 
bellines Are Dead (Independent) 
Seven years after their demise, the 
Maybellines finally let their dirty 
tagged, rock ‘n’ rollin’ country 
escape on disc. They sound like 
they're barely holding it together 
and that gives the music an edge 
that cuts deep. 

Honourable mentions: Twin 
Fangs, Street Sweeper; The Agnostic 
Mountain Gospel Choir, Fighting and 
Onions; Jon-rae and the River, Old 
Songs for the New Town © 
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Crash and 


Vue Weekly looks 
back on some of 
the year’s more | 
disappointing 
musical endeavours 
By CHAD HUCULAK 


o another year of music releases 
$- come and gone, blessing us 
ith some noteworthy albums 
and a whole lot of crappy ones. As 
music critics trip over themselves 
describing Sufjan Stevens’s sheer 
genius, here’s a list of the year’s most 
disappointing albums for the more 
pessimistic of music lovers among 
us. This isn’t the worst of the year 
(which explains Duff's and Lohan’s 
no-show), but rather a list of albums 
that didn’t live up to expectations. 


Coldplay, X & Y(EMI) While mak- 
ing radio-friendly ballads is their 
bread and butter, Coldplay ended up 
wallowing in their stagnant formula 
with their third album. If they want 
to be the next U2, they’ve got to 
start rocking a bit more. 

Metric, Live It Out (Universal) 
If you're one of Canada’s hippest new 
bands with a red hot front-woman 


burn 


and a killer live show, what do you 
do? Release an album devoid of the 
catchy New Wave flourishes that 
made the kids scream and instead 
cram a disc with songs with that 
generic vacuum-cleaner noise that 
killed rock music back in 1995. 
Weezer, Make Believe (Uni- 
versal) Their decline has been a 
slow and steady one, and this album 
is hopefully their rock bottom. How 
did Rick Rubin get associated with 
this crap? And “Beverly Hills”? Satire 
is not Rivers Cuomo’s strong point. 


EA DISAPPOINTMENTS 


With rumors circulating about Weez- 
er’s uncertain future, at least fans 
can find solace in their Pinkerton 
records and remember a time when a 
sexually active Cuomo wrote catchy 
songs about Asian girls. 

Hot Hot Heat, Elevator 
(Warner) Oh sure, now you can hear 
Hot Hot Heat on modern rock radio, 

. but only at the cost of a guitarist and 
the frantic energy that was perfectly 
executed on their first album. I see car 
commercials in their future. 

Fiery Furnaces, Rehearsing 
My Choir (EMI) Some might argue 
that there’s a fine line between 
genius and pretension, but every- 


pathy 


NEN YEAR'S 
RESOLUTION: 
NOT DRINK 


body can agree that having your 
grandmother’s Bea Arthur vocals on 
your latest record is a horrible idea. 
Quirky just isn’t going to cut it any- 
more for this brother-sister duo. 

Bright Eyes, Digital Ash In A 
Digital Urn (Outside) What a great 
idea! Have Conor Oberst record a pale 
imitation of the Postal Service's Give 
Up and then release it on the same 
day he releases his other, much better 
atbum, I’m Wide Awake, It’s Morning! 
Certainly, no one will compare the 
two in an unflattering light! 

Foo Fighters, In Your Honor 
(Sony) There is nothing wrong with 
the Foo’s brand of poppy alt-rock, 
but when Dave Grohl went around 
blabbing that this double album 
would be the band’s Physical Graffiti, 
expectations were heightened and 
disappoint was prevalent. Just 
because John Paul Jones guests on 
your album it doesn't mean you're 
the next Led Zeppelin. 

Mars Volta, Frances the Mute 
(Universal) A more than qualified 
band makes overtly long jazz/prog 
rock songs that go nowhere with 
garbage lyrics that only appeals to 
potheads. And was demand for self- 
indulgent music so great that it war- 
rants not one, but two live albums? 
Producers exist to make sure this 
kind of album doesn't happen. ® 
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FRANZ FERDINAND 
FRANZ FERDINAND DVD 
(DOMINO) 
= 
| suppose the whole point of buying a 
live DVD is to so you can watch your 
favourite band rocking your favourite 
songs, and in that regard this two-disc 
set serves up a whopping 48 tracks of 
expectations-fulfilling good times. Pro- 
duction ranges from shaky tiber-fan 
camcorder work in a tiny bar to full-on 
boom-lift ‘n’ dolly festival action, so 
there is a nice diversity of footage. The 
Franz boys fare pretty well, too, as 
expected, looking snappy as always as 
they pump out song after song of 
modern disc, hitting (most of) the 
notes and making the ladies dance. 
The real meat of this DVD, though, 
is the obligatory tour documentary 
entitled “Tour De Franz,” which shows 
a band still sort of awed by their own 
success and that has largely main- 
tained a sense of humour about it. 
Hilarity, naturally, ensues. They have 
also mercifully included a subtitle fea- 


ALL THE RIGHT REASONS | 

9. VARIOUS ARTISTS 
BIG SHINY TUNES 10 

10. TRAGICALLY HIP 

YER FAVOURITES 


1. 40 YEAR OLD VIRGIN 
UNRATED 
2. SIN CITY 
|. RECUT / EXTENDED 
| 3. MARCH OF THE 
PENGUINS 
4. FAMILY GUY: 
VOLUME 3 
| 5. POLAR EXPRESS 
| SPECIAL EDITION 
| 6. STAR WARS EP. III - 


| REVENGE OF THE SITH “i 
| 7. IT'S A WONDERFUL @ `°. 
LIFE Co 


8. DUKES OF HAZZARD 
9. FANTASTIC 4 
\10. ELF 


ture so you can still understand what 
the fuck is going on when the Glaswe- 
gian Burr gets particularly thick (i.e. 
whenever they are speaking). This 
DVD could also nicely serve as a 
primer for British bands on how to 
achieve commercial success and not 
act like a total Euro douchewhistle. For 
that reason alone, | recommend it. 
Yo tek —Wairey Houston 


JENNY LEWIS 

WITH THE WATSON TWINS 

RABBIT FUR COAT 

(TEAM LOVE) 

= ee 
In a crystal-clear voice, Jenny Lewis 
(singer for L.A.’s Rilo Kiley) opens her 
first solo album Rabbit Fur Coat, har- 
monizing with Kentucky’s Watson 
Twins for the fitting “Run Devil Run.” 
This alt-country-twinged album has a 
decidedly gospel aura surrounding it, 
and Lewis confidently thrusts her 
angelic alto into the mix, delivering 
lyrics about politics, life, love and spiri- 
tuality over beautifully simple hooks 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


and 12-string guitar, provided by such 
talents as Ben Gibbard (Death Cab for 
Cutie), Conor Oberst (Bright Eyes) and 
M. Ward (who also co-produced the 
album with Mike Mogis). Lewis adds a 
country twang to some of the songs 
but manages to keep it honest, conjur- 
ing up Patsy Cline’s soulful voice in a 
way that is disarming and flawless. 
Although the album is short (a scant 
39 minutes), each track, from the 
Dylan-esque “Rise Up With Fists!!” to 
the powerful “Born Secular,” is vibrant 
and each flows into the next perfect- 
ly—except for one. 

Although well executed, her cover 
of the Traveling Wilburys’s “Handle 
With Care” seems utterly out of place. 
Perhaps more of an indulgence on 
Lewis's part, it’s more raucous than the 
rest of the album and isn’t as lyrically 
raw. But it’s a flaw that’s really pretty 
minor, on the whole, Ht r Ar r —Car- 
OLYN NIKODYM 


PEOPLE IN PLANES 

PEOPLE IN PLANES 

(WIND-UP) 

SEE SSS 
Judging by “If You Talk Too Much (My 
Head Will Explode),” the opening track 
on People in Planes’ new self-titled EP, 
these guys are a straight-shooting 
bunch. Jeez, you really can’t get much 
more direct than that, can you? Musi- 
cally, the song promises something 
interesting, with a falsetto, operatic 
opening, but it fails to deliver. The title 
doubles as the chorus, and the song is 
as catchy as it can be with such an 
unwieldy mouthful, but the straight- 
forward rock music that follows is way 


ist- 


records&cds 


e ople in 
KY planes 


less thrilling than it could be. One 
thing’s for certain, though: | sure hope 
that the band do a video for this track. 
Animated exploding heads would be 
awesome. 

After the vivid picture painted by 
the initial lyrics, the music takes centre 
stage for the rest of the disc, with 
mixed results. The guitar and bass on 
“For Miles Around (Scratch the Void)” 
kick a heavy groove along through the 
verses but slip into a lame modern rock 
sound for the lacklustre chorus, while 
“Moth” picks up the tempo a bit and 
follows the same pattern as the last 
track, with a solid guitar groove for the 
verses and an inferior chorus. The EP 
closes with “Falling by the Wayside,” 
and the fireworks are unspectacular as 
the band slow things down without 
doing anything particularly interesting 
musically. I’m still hoping for that 
video, though. Hr Hr —Epen Munro 


STEVE REYNOLDS 

EXILE 

(429) 

Sse eS 
Steve Reynolds sings with a relaxed 
vocal style and plays pleasant, folkie- 
type acoustic guitar. Trouble is it’s all 
been done before, and his songs sure 
aren't breaking that antiquated mould. 
Throughout the dragging tempos of 
the 12 tunes on Exile, Reynolds works 
hard at being the moody, serious guy 
with a guitar, but it’s not very convinc- 
ing. Oh, sure, he’s pretty decent at fin- 
ger-picking, but that doesn’t make 
him an original by any stretch. “Dear 
Rose” starts fine, but quickly degener- 
ates into a bland chorus that shoots for 
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epic, misses, and never recovers. There 
are a few sweet notes on “Forsaken,” 
too, played on a National steel guitar, 
but the song doesn’t provide much 
memorable support. 

Exile is so full of uninspired back- 
ground music that it’s practically offen- 
sive in its inability to challenge the 
listener on any level. There’s not much 
point when there are no lasting effects 
or new discoveries to be made after the 
initial listen, and that’s generally the 
case here, with one exception: the title 
song turns out to be remarkable, with 
Reynolds providing a steady acoustic 
bed over which his collaborators weave 
a variety of sounds (lap steel, mandolin, 
electric guitar, and more) that make the 
track into an experience worth having. 
Unfortunately, “Exile” is the last song 
on the disc and reaching it is some- 
thing like crawling through a hundred 
miles of scorching hot desert: a 
parched mouth, sand in the eyes, and 
nothing but miles and miles of the 
same old thing—and even that might 
be more fun. Ér Jr —EDEN Munro 


By STEVEN SANDOR 


THIS WEEK: Brock Skywalker dis- 
cusses Supergrass’s | Should Coco 


From playing with Captain Tractor to 
duties as the artistic director of Wayne- 
fest 2005 to producing a slew of 
Edmonton acts to fronting his own 
band, Brock Skywalker is one heck of a 
busy dude, and a stranger to pretty 
well no one who is involved in this 
city’s music scene. 

His act, Brock Skywalker and the 
Irregular Heartbeats, just wrapped up a 
December 28 show at the Sidetrack, 
and the band is still going strong pro- 
moting the 2004 release, Cerebral Re- 
runs, which is available through iTunes 
or frozenpuck.com. 

Unlike many other artists who have 
responded to Distant Replay over the 
last year, Skywalker’s choice of album 
that most influenced his musical career 
neither came into his life just as he was 
first picking up an instrument, nor was 
it an album that dominated his stereo 
during his teen years. Rather, he dis- 
covered English rockers Supergrass in 
2000, when he was already an estab- 
lished musician. 

Despite once being darlings of the 
British press and pop scene, the band’s 
balls-out rock attitude and forward 
sense of humour did not sit well with 
the mainstream outside of the U.K., 
who had turned onto softer, more 
introspective music (see: Radiohead). 
So the world, for the most part, missed 
out on 1995's | Should Coco, which was 
one of the great stand-up-and-sing- 
along rock albums of the ‘90s. 

Skywalker first came across | Should 
Coco five years after it was released, while 
he was on a trip—not in the U.K., mind 
you, but in New Zealand. But, as fate 
would have it, Supergrass were touring 


Mellow and rootsy 


Hot 

Mellow electro 
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Face to Face 


A loose definition of 
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Blue Rodeo called: 
Stop aping their shit. 


If | was way gayer I'd 


Oceania at the time. “I heard the band 
play for the very first time one warm 
March 2000 night in Auckland while | 
was out on the town with a model | met 
in Wellington [New Zealand], who was 
originally from Saskatoon, and we got 
free tickets to a sold-out show,” he 
recalls. “But, that night, Supergrass rede- 
fined what rock ‘n’ roll meant to me. 
After the show, we ended up at a pub 
where a fellow from Hamilton, Ontario 
was bartending. | remember at some 
point the entire top of the bar and some 
of the stools were on fire... then | took a 
cab back to the hotel... but anyhoo. The 
next day | picked up their album / Should 
Coco and my music has never been the 
same since.” \ 

While the band’s humour may not 
have endeared Supergrass to the main- 
stream, it sure struck a chord with Sky- 
walker. “They brought a sense of 
humour and energy to a well-estab- 
lished Brit-pop sound that | already 
loved,” he says. “Their Beach Boys-ish 
background vocals and harmonies 
made me giggle with delight and envy. 
Their subject matter made me scratch 
my head and my belly at the same time. 
And all those things combined have 
influenced me as much as anything | 
grew up listening to, even though | 
heard them for the first time when | was 
nine years into my musical career.” 

Supergrass just released a 10th 
anniversary greatest hits collection, 
and are one of a very small group of 
bands that have managed to not have 
the British press turn on them after a 
couple of albums. While the band has 
not been a hit-making machine outside 
its homeland, hopefully history will 
embrace | Should Coco as enthusiasti- 
cally as Skywalker has. © 
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According to our 
thermometer, 
Frozen was the 
best play of 2005 


„By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


y list of the best pieces of 
Miro theatre from 2005 
includes a play inspired by 
Shakespeare, a play inspired by 
Chekhov and a play inspired by 
Arthur Conan -Doyle. There’s a play 
about a child murderer in Scotland, 
a pair of perfume clerks in Budapest 
and a pair of binge drinkers in 
Edmonton. There’s a play in which 
April Banigan dresses up as 
Marilyn Monroe and one in 
which Darrin Hagen dresses 
.sup as Elizabeth Taylor. There's 
a play about a fever and one 
about a frog. 

There—I think that adds 
up to 10, but let’s go through 
the list one more time, in more 
detail, just to be sure. 


1. Frozen 
After reading the script, I 
couldn't see how Bryony Lav- 
ery’s play—a claustrophobic, 
monologue-heavy piece about 
a child-killer, the mother of 
one of his victims and the 
psychologist who tries to 
understand him—could work 
.,dynamically onstage. Well, I 
guess that’s why I only watch 
plays while Chris Abraham 
makes a living directing them. 
Anchored by powerful, utterly 
convincing performances by 
Oliver Becker, Kelli Fox and 
especially Tanja Jacobs, this 
Was a mesmerizing, challeng- 
ing piece of theatre that beau- 
tifully written but not | 
artificially “poetic,” highly 
visual without being reliant on artifi- 
cial spectacle. Unforgettable. 
2. Shakespeare's Will 
Vern Thiessen’ followed up Ein- 
stein’s Gift with this much more 
‘compact play, a sort of “domestic 
epic” also inspired by a historical fig- 
ure—Anne Hathaway, the woman 
who raised William Shakespeare’s 
children, put up with his physical 
and emotional absence and enabled 
him to write some of the greatest 
works of art in the English language 
while receiving little recognition 
from him or from history. Jan 
Alexandra Smith put flesh on 
Thiessen’s gorgeous writing with the 
fiercest, most layered solo perfor- 
pmance of the year. 
3. Afterplay 
Wayne Paquette is already one of 
the city’s most sought-after stage 
managers; if he keeps creating pro- 
ductions as good as this one, he 
might soon become one of Edmon- 


ton’s most sought-after directors as 
well. John Sproule plays Andrey Pro- 
zorov from Three Sisters while Liana 
Shannon plays Sonya Serebriakova 
from Uncle Vanya and in Brian Friel’s 
script they meet in a Moscow café, 
both of them 20 years older and still 


as unhappy as ever. The results are as 
poignant and delicate as anything in 
Chekhov, making this the best pro- 
duction of this year’s Fringe. 

4. Hosanna 

Just as Brokeback Mountain is a lot 
more than just a “gay cowboy 
movie,” Michel Tremblay’s Canadian 
theatre classic is a lot more than just 


a play about a Montreal drag queen 
and her leather-daddy boyfriend. It’s 
about-aging, and it’s about the 
human need to cling to illusions 
about ourselves and the necessity of 
eventually. casting those illusions 
aside. Darrin Hagen and Jeff Page do 
some of the best acting of their 
careers, while Roger Schultz’s artfully 
cluttered set is a vividly detailed 
marvel. 

5. Nighthawk Rules 

The best new play of the Fringe 
was this raucous comedy—in some 
ways an excellent companion piece 
to Hosanna—starring playwrights 
James Hamilton and Collin Doyle as 
a pair of old drinking buddies, one 
of whom wants to leave his life of 
reckless immaturity behind, and one 
who wants to drag him back into it. 
The year’s funniest, most unexpect- 
ed love story. 

6. The Fever 3 

Wallace Shawn raises liberal guilt 


Cold-hlooded genius 


to the level of high art in this diffi- 
cult monologue about a wealthy 
New York socialite consumed by 
images of Third World poverty and 
who lashes out at his own life of 
unforgivably privileged comfort— 
that is, when he’s not just as eagerly 
defending it. John Sproule handles 
the moral loop-de-loops of Shawn’s 
complex script with insidiously lik- 
able ease. 

7. A Year With Frog and 
Toad 

The year's best children’s play 
was this effortlessly charming musi- 
cal based on author Arnold Lobel’s 
tales of the “adventures” of two 
amphibious friends—one cheerful 
and carefree, the other an endearing- 
ly neurotic worrywart—who occupy 
cozy neighbouring cottages 
somewhere in a storybook for- 
est. Full of catchy songs and 
blessedly free of Shrek-style 
pop-culture references, this is 
the kind of show that even 
adults will be delighted by. 

8. Antoine Feval 


effortlessly natural, off-the- 
cuff comedian that it’s easy to 
overlook what a superb play- 
> wright he is. Like his previous 
| Fringe hit The Power of Igno- 
rance, Antoine Feval takes a 
simple comic premise (in this 
case, a dimwitted 19th-centu- 
ry Englishman who becomes 
the Dr. Watson-like sidekick to 
a brilliant detective, not realiz- 
ing that his new partner is 
actually the master thief who's 
been robbing the city blind) 
and masterfully executes it all 
the way through to the end. 
Arguably the year’s most per- 
fect script. 

9. She Loves Me 

West Side Story at the 
Citadel was the year’s biggest 
musical production, but this 
year I felt myself more drawn 
to smaller, chamber-sized charmers 


like A Year With Frog and Toad and | 


this production of Jerry Bock and 
Sheldon Harnick’s 1963 classic 
about two bickering co-workers at a 
Budapest cosmetics store who don’t 
realize they've already fallen in love 
with each other as anonymous pen 
pals. Leads Farren Timoteo and 
Kendra Connor need to be paired 
up again as soon as possible. 

10. My One and Only 

The time-bending tricks in Ken 


Cameron’s script get a little out of | 


hand, but the core of this story—a 
teenage boy in 1950s Banff becomes 
Marilyn Monroe's secret lover— 
evokes the obsessive, overwhelming 
nature of young love and movie- 
stoked fantasies in an unusually 
powerful way. April Banigan cap- 
tures Marilyn’s damaged allure, and 
Glenn Nelson contributes a virtuoso 
backwards-and-in-fast-motion turn 
as a suspicious cop. ® 


Chris Gibbs is such an | 
| year’s Rodeo lineup... 


theatre 
notes 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


High performance rodeo 


Probably the biggest thing that | have 
in common with Martin Luther is that 
we both love nothing more than 
compiling lists and posting them in 
public places. Now, it’s true that my 
annual “High Performance Rodeo” 
list probably won’t do much to 
change the course of Western civiliza- 
tion, but it should give a few local 
theatre artists the satisfaction of see- 
ing the work they did last year 
praised one more time before Vue 
Weekly moves on to the task of cover- 
ing theatre in 2006. 

For those of you new to the Rodeo, 
this is simply a highly personal, alpha- 
betical rundown of noteworthy theatri- 
cal contributions to plays that didn’t 
make it onto my list of the year’s Top 
10 Plays. It’s our way of recognizing 
the fact that good work appears every- 
where—plus it’s a really handy way to 
fill up the Arts section in a week when 


-hardly any new theatre is going on. 


Ladies and gentlemen, | give you this 


Amber Borotsik and Aaron Talbot, 
two of the city’s sexiest and most 
excitingly physical actors playing a 
pair of hesitant, epistolary lovers in 
(g)listening at Azimuth Theatre, their 
bodies acting out the passion that 
their neurotic minds insist on keeping 
on a very tight leash. 

Leona Brausen, successfully exe- 
cuting a seemingly impossible task in 
Stewart Lemoine’s At the Zenith of the 
Empire: evoking the larger-than-life 
charisma of the legendary actress 
Sarah Bernhardt—and being funny 
while doing it. 

Denise Clarke, who reminded us 
of what it’s like to actually see dancing 
in a musical with her loose, energetic 
Tharp-like choreography of West Side 
Story at the Citadel—chainlink fencing 
has seldom been put to better use. 

Scott Douglas, whose dazzlingly 
dense and playful script Undiscover’d 
Country finally reached the stage last 
month after spending years in develop- 
ment—the production suffered from a 
low budget and some awkward perfor- 
mances, but the ambition and imagi- 
nation of Douglas’s writing were 
undeniable. 

Annie Dugan, putting her consid- 


erable stilt-walking skills to work as the - 


title character in Mark Haroun’s Ster- 


| ling-winning children’s play A Giraffe in 


Paris at the Citadel—likely the only 
show Dugan will do where she’s the 
tallest actor in the cast. 

Clarice Eckford, one of my 
favourite rising Edmonton actresses, 
who gave yet another fearless, fero- 
cious, completely original performance 
as the unlucky heroine at the centre of 
Jonathan Christenson’s stylized produc- 
tion of Electra at Studio Theatre—the 
red hair suits her. 

Matthew Kloster, finding just 


the right balance of comedy and emo- 
tional extremes in his double perfor- 
mance as an unflappable college 
professor and a completely unflapped 
librarian in A.R. Gurney’s The Love 
Course and John Guare’s A Day. for Sur- 
prises at the Fringe: 

Corrine Koslo, surely a front-run- 
ner for the Outstanding Supporting 
Actress award at the Sterlings this sum- 
mer for her show-stealing, endlessly 
imaginative performance as Madame 
Arcati, the medium with her feet firmly 
planted on the ground and her head 
spinning in the celestial ether, in Blithe 
Spirit at the Citadel. 

Mark Meer, whose reputation as 
a wild-and-crazy improv: comedian js 
belied by the beautifully controlled 
comic timing he exhibited as the sad- 
eyed automaton in Stewart Lemoine’s 
The Salon of the Talking Turk and in 
Panties Productions’ sketch show Lob- 
ster Telephone—not to mention his 
expert work co-hosting the Sterling 
Awards alongside Jan Alexandra Smith. 

Kristine Nutting and Eileen 
Sproule, the writer and director of the 
“prairie opera” version of Chekhov's 
Three Sisters, the most outrageous, 
flamboyant, inventive, go-for-broke, 
old-school production of this summer's 
Fringe Festival. 

The Old Trout Puppet Work- 
shop, as much for the magical set they . 
created for The Unlikely Birth of Istvan, 
full of secret doorways and hidden 
stages, as for its by turns whimsical and 
ghoulish sense of humour and the 
exquisitely conceived puppets who 
acted it all out. 

Elizabeth Shepherd, whose 
Scotch-and-honey purr of a voice was 
arguably the most pleasurable element 
of Humble Boy at the Citadel, a riff on 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet in which Shep- 
herd shone as a facelifted, garden- 
party Gertrude. 

Andrew MacDonald-Smith, 
who emerged in At the Zenith of the 
Empire and The Salon of the Talking Turk 
as the latest and lankiest male ingenue 
in the Stewart Lemoine stable of stars; 
if he follows in the footsteps of his pre- 
decessors, Ron Pederson and Josh 
Dean, you can expect him to have his 
own TV show on the WB by 2008. 

Sheri Somerville, an often- 
underrated comic actress who made 
the most of a rare starring role as a 
woman with enough hobbies on her 
plate to fill a banquet hall in A Momen- 
tary Lapse, an entertainingly breezy lit- 
tle trifle by Stewart Lemoine and 
Jocelyn Ahlf. 

George Szilagyi, taking the 
bizarre speech patterns of his 
depressed dad in Girl in the Goldfish 
Bowlforget about committing himself 
to saving his marriage; this guy can’t 
even commit to finishing a sentence!— 
and miraculously using them as the 
basis for a full-blown comic style. 

Vern Thiessen, taking on the 
deceptively difficult job of directing 
Muncha Buncha Munsch and.deliver- 
ing the funniest, most unflaggingly 
paced installment yet in the Citadel's 
annual series of Robert Munsch 
anthology shows. 

Daniela Viaskalic, as the sexy, 
helplessly passionate May in Kill Your 
Television’s production of Sam Shep- 
ard’s Fool for Love, sobbing so violently 

on the floor of her dingy motel room 
that | worried she was going to be sick 
all over the stage of the Roxy Theatre. 
Thank goodness she was only acting. © 
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Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
10186-106 St (488-6611) + Open Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm (closed all hols) + Lower 
Gallery: INSPIRED, INFLUENCED-INSERIES: 
Alberta Craft Council Feature Exhibition; 
Jan. 14-Apr. 1; opening reception: Sat, Jan. 
14 (2-4pm) * Discovery Gallery: TIME- 
LESS COMMUNICATOR: Studies of the 
human figure through clay, sculpture and 
pottery by Horst Doll; Jan. 14-Feb. 25; 
opening reception: Sat, Jan. 14 (2-4pm) 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street St. 
Albert (459-3679) * Open Tue, Wed, Fri 
10am-6pm; Thu 10am-8pm; Sat 10am-5pm 
« Watercolours by Jim Brager and Gregg 
Johnson, artworks by Art Beat’s new artist 
Karoll Daylce Brinton, works by Richard 
Goerg and Mason Eyben + Through 
January 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA (EDMONTON 
ART GALLERY) 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-5pm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 
11am-5pm; closed Mon ¢ Open Jan. 7 (1- 
4pm) * EDWARD BURTYNSKY; until Feb. 26 © 
ITUKIAGATTA: Inuit sculpture from the TD 
Bank Financial Group collection; until Feb. 26 
s Jan. 8 (1-4pm) * NATURAL PHILOSOPHY: 
until Jan. 8 + THE SEASONS OF PRAIRIE LIFE: 
William Kurelek; until Jan. 8 + FRENCH 
DRAWINGS: From the National Gallery of 
Canada collection; until Jan. 8 + WILLIAM 
EDDINS: Collection Selection + Kitchen 
Gallery: INUIT ART: A MOVING EXPERIENCE; 
Travel and transport in the Arctic; until Feb. 
26% Gallery Tours: Weekends: 12:30, 
1:30, 2:30, 3:30pm « Children’s Gallery: 
TIR-NA-NOG (FOREVER YOUNG): By Spider 
Yardley-jones * $9 (adult)/$6 
(student/senior)/$3 (child 6-12)/free (mem- 
ber/child 5 and under) 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482- 
1204) © Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, 
Daphne Odjig, Roy Thomas, Jane Ash 
Poitras, George Littlechild, Joane Cardinal- 
Schubert, Jim Logan, Maxine Noel, Aaron 
Paquette and others 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 
9103-95 Ave. (461-3427) + MOTHER EARTH 
Ill: Artworks by collectives Art x 9, 
Saskatchewan Bleu Bleu, Baie St. Paul, and 
corporation des métiers d'arts de 
Charlevoix; opening reception: Jan. 13 (7- 
8:30pm); Jan. 13-Feb. 25 e Morning for 
the artists: Demonstration with Leanne 
Dufour Atchison, lecture by Mary Ann Dubé 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 
9621-82 Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 
11am-5pm ¢ ALBERTA LANDSCAPES-THE 
HUMAN TOUGH: Paintings by Christl 
Bergstrom * Until Feb, 28 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI, 
University Extension Centre, 8303-112 St 
(492-0166) + Open: Mon-Thu (8:30am- 
8pm), Fri (8:30am-4:30pm), Sat (9am- 
noon) + DRAWINGS: By Ihor Dmytruk; Jan. 
9-Feb. 1 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) + Oil paintings by Madeline Jones © 
Until Jan. 31 + Opening reception: Jan. 7 
(3-5pm) 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426- 
4180) + Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12- 
4pm © MELLLIFLUOUS: Vancouver installa- 
tion artist Helena Wadsley; Jan. 6-Feb. 4 ° 
Front Room: BETTER STILL: Kris Lindskoog; 
Jan, 6-Feb. 4 + Opening reception: Thu, 
Jan. 6 (7-10pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 
10831 University Ave (433-5282) e PAST 
EXHIBITORS SHOW: Artworks by former 
Alberta gallery exhibitors * Jan. 11-Feb. 2 * 
Gallery Art Walk at Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre: Wed, Jan. 11 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St 
(465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 
10am-5pm œ Paintings by various artists, 
sculptures by J.P. Nourry-Barry, pottery by 
Noboru Kubo * Through January 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 


St (479-8424) + Open Tue-Fri 9:30am- 
5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * Artworks by 


various artists * Through January 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990 
1161) * SONG OF SONGS: Paintings by 
Tslila Barzel 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 
8440-112 St (407-7152) + Open Mon-Fri 
10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm ® FIVE DEFINI- 
TIONS OF SPIRIT: Artworks by Allison Argy- 
Burgess, Roger Belley, Sharon Moore-Foster, 
Teresa Halkow with musical composition by 
John Caverly, curated by Robert Sinclair + 
Until Jan. 29 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) 

* Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am- 
6:30pm * Drawings and paintings by Michael 
Mott; until Jan. 12 © SEEING THROUGH TREES: 
Drawings by Gerald St. Maur; Jan. 14-Feb. 12; 
opening reception: Sun, Jan. 15 (1-3:30pm) + 
Dining Room Gallery: Paintings by Eva 
Nolan; until Jan. 19 


MUDDY WATERS CAFE 8211-111 St 
(966-8612) * Artworks by Rebecca 
Schroder * Until Jan. 28 


MUSÉE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert (459-1528) + Open: Mon- 
Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 1-5pm * SCOUTING 
FOR INDIANS: Photographs by Jeffrey 
Thomas * Until Feb. 26 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE 
ARTS Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474- 
7611) + Open Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 
6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6-8pm * Artworks 
drawn from life in the Sudan and Cairo, by 
Emmanuel Bara Matiya + Jan. 9-Feb. 10 » 
Opening reception: Jan. 12 (4-8pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron Street, St. Albert (460-4310) + Open: 
Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) + IN 
SEQUENCE: Artworks by Joseph Anderson 
Terry Reynoldson, Kelly Johner and Michael 
Coolidge; Jan. 12-Mar. 3; opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 12 (7-9pm), musical entertainment 
by Visionary Talent Inc. 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800- 
661-4726) * Open: Tue-Sun 10am-5pm * 
LIFE AND TIMES OF THE MOTORCYCLE: Until 
Sept. 17, 2006 © $9 (adult)/$7 (youth)/$5 
(child)/free (child six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 1 2845-102 
Ave (453-9100) + Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm 
KID STUFF: A nostalgic look at dozens of 
classic toys from the ‘SOs and “60s; until 
Jan. 9 + QUEENS OF THE COURT: THE 
EDMONTON GRADS; until Feb. 12 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) « 
Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm * AND NOW, THEN 
OTHERWISE: Printworks suggesting the idea 
of time and temporal release by Toronto 
artist David Armstrong; Jan. 5-Feb. 18; 
reception, artist in attendance: Thu, Feb. 16 
(7-9pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 2ND LOCATION 11 
Perron Street, St, Albert (460-5993) + 
Open: Tue-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-Spm * 
NEW BOUNDARIES: Artworks by Bruce Allen 
Carla Beerens, Douglas Fraser, Shairl Honey, 
Susanne Toutas, Linda Wilder and other 
artists ¢ Until February 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd FI, Harcourt House, 
10215-112 St (421-1731) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-5:30pm * IMPRESSIONS: Paintings by 
Bernie Hippel and photographs by Robert 
Michiel * Jan. 5-Feb. 4 + Opening recep- 
tion: Thu, Jan. 5 (7-9:30pm) 
VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St 
(452-0286) + Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm 
e Classical figure and stil life paintings by 
Lam. Photographs of flowers by Anderson 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433- 
2932) © Tellaround story circle * Fri, Jan. 6 
(8pm) * $3 

GREENWOODS’ BOOKSHOPPE 7925-104 
St (439-2005) + George R.R. Martin will be 
reading from his new novel A Feast For 
Crows + Wed, Jan. 11 (7pm) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * 
Music, poetry, and performance art open 
stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric 
Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


THE UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave 
(433-2932) * Story Café "New Beginnings", 
stories by four talented tellers and an open 
mic opportunity * Thu, Jan. 5 (7-9pm) * $5 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (467- 
3878) © Poet's Haven weekly reading series, 
featuring local poets Mary Pinkosky (host), 
Jenine Dumont, Hugh McAlary, Gerald St. 
Maur * Mon, Jan. 9 (7pm) * $5 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) + Thu 8:30pm, Fri 
8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Marty 
Hanenberg; Jan. 6-7 + Ventriloquist Damen 
James; Jan. 12-14 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, 
WEM, 8882-170 St (483-5999) * Show 
times nightly at 8pm; weekends 8pm and 
10:30pm * Ron Vaudry (Just for Laughs) 
with Vince Fluke, and Daryl Makk; Jan. 5-8 
* Get Hypnotized: with Sebastian Steele; 
Tue, Jan. 10 + B.O.1. (Best of Improv): 
Featuring Edmonton’s improvising teams 
with the Fresh Faces of Stand-Up; Wed, Jan. 
11 © Winner of the "Homegrown" competi- 
tion at Just for Laughs Jay Malone with Rick 
Bronson and guests; Jan. 12-15 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET 
Londonderry Mall (481-9857) + Thu/Sat 
8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm © Every Wed: 
Pro AM comedy jam * Paul Sveen, Dan 
Brodribb; Thu, Jan. 5 + Sean Lecomber; Fri, 
Jan. 6 + Todd Krepavitch and Paul 
Myrehaug; Sat, Jan. 7 + Johnny ‘Bagpipes’ 
Johnston’s fundraising event; Wed, Jan. 25 
and Thu, Jan. 26; proceeds go to an ele- 
mentary school in South Africa 


THEATRE 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (433-3399) e Comedy improv every 
Sat 11pm (except last Saturday of the 
month) + New shows start Jan. 7 


CANADIAN GRAFFITI jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, WEM, Phase III, Upper Level, 
22253, 8882-170 St (484-2424) * Until 
Jan, 21 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 
Ave (433-3399) + Directed by Dana 
Andersen. Intrigue, passion and shennani- 
gans abound in Edmonton’s live improvised 
soap opera * Every Mon (8pm) until May 
29.¢ $10 © Tickets at the door 


THE GLASS MENAGERIE Catalyst Theatre, 
8529 Gateway Boulevard (431-1750) « Kill 
Your TV Theatre presents Tennessee 
Williams’ The Glass Menagerie, directed by 
Kevin Sutley and stars Nathan Cuckow, Beth 
Graham, Chris Bullough and Marianne 
Copithorne + Jan, 5-21 (8pm), Saturdays 
(2pm and 8pm) * $16/$12; Two-For-One- 
Tues; opening night gala: $20 + Tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 


THE GOLDEN AGE OF ROCK, POP AND 
DOO WOP Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) + 
Until Feb. 12 


THE PERFECTIONIST Second Playing 
Space, Timms Centre for the Arts, U of A, 
87 Ave-112 St (492-2273/420-1757) * 
Presented by the U of A Department of 
Drama and Boca del Lupo + Jan. 12-14 
(8pm) * $20 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) 


10 DAYS OF MADNESS PLAYWRIGHT- 
ING FESTIVAL www.bookstore.ualberta.ca 
(492-7708) * 24 hour playwrighting com- 
petition featuring play workshops and pre- 
sentations * Jan. 12-21 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave (448-0695) + Rapid Fire 
Theatre weekly insane improv show every 
Friday at 11pm * $10 


a 


SNAP 
SOCIETY OF NORTHERN ALBERTA 
PRINT-ARTISTS 


Winter Workshops 


Silkscreen 
Jan. 26 - Feb, 23, Thursdays 6 - 9 pm 
a 
Woodcut 
Feb. 1 — Mar. 1, Wednesdays 6 - 9 pm 
Etching 
Feb. 4 — Mar. 11, Saturdays 1 - 4 pm 
5 weeks for each course 
$180/person, $170/SNAP members, materials included 
— 


Register by phone: 423.1492, by email: snap@snapartists.com, or in 
person at SNAP Gallery, 10309-97 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 0M1. 
Space is limited. Register for these exciting courses today! 
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"Kill Your Television is a force to be reckoned with 
on the Edmonton Theatre scene” - Paul Matwychuk, Vue Weekly 


staning: 

NATHAN CUCKOW 

BETH GRAHAM 

CHRIS BULLOUGH 

and MARIANNE COPITHORNE 


production designer KEREM CETINEL 
sound design PAUL MORGAN DONALD 
stage manager GINA MOE 

directed by KEVIN SUTLEY 


ATRE 8529 GATEWAY 8 
AT. MATINEES @2P 


OPENING NIGHT G 
tickets available @ 
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Pain in the glass 


Staging Tennessee Williams’s The Glass 
Menagerie wouldn't be so hard if not for 
all those damned glass animals 


By DAVID BERRY 


t Your'Telévision’s production 
history reads like an abridged list 
f atypical choices in Edmonton 
theatre over the past six years. The 
group, founded by local actor Nathan 
Cuckow and director Kevin Sutley, 
kicked off their collective life with a 
production of Eric Bogosian’s SubUr- 
bia, played in, of all places, New City 
Suburbs. The rest of their résumé is 
no less unique: R&/, an all-male ver- 
sion of Romeo and Juliet; Stop Kiss, 
about heterosexual women discover- 
ing that they love each other; This is 
Our Youth, a portrait of Reagan-era 
rich kids who do little but cocaine; 
and last year’s Fool for Love, the Sam 
Sheperd play about motel-crossed 
lovers that even Robert Altman had 
trouble figuring out how to produce. 

It comes as a bit of a surprise, 
then, that the local collective known 
for a little bit of subversive off- 
Broadway has turned to Tennessee 
Williams for its next production. 
And not just any Tennessee 
Williams, either: The Glass 
Menagerie, the play that really 
started to make him a household 
name in America. The play centres 
around Tom Wingfield (Cuckow), a 
more or less autobiographical char- 
acter for Williams, and his struggles 
to fit in and support his family, 
including an overbearing harpy of a 
mother (Marianne Copithorne) and 
his frail, timid sister (Beth Graham), 
who spends most of her energy on 
her glass animals. 

Though both Cuckow and Sutley 
admit Menagerie is an “American 
classic," they still find that it fits in 
rather well with the theatre’s aes- 
thetic of outcasts finding their place 


around the world. 

“It’s been one of my favourite 
plays, ever since I was a teenager,” 
admits Cuckow, who says he’s want- 
ed to produce the show since he read 
it back when he was a 16-year-old 
drama student. “There’s that attach- 
ment, but it’s also a play that I feel 
has some very strong ties to themes 
and ideas that we've done in the past. 
Especially for Tom, feeling trapped in 
his responsibility to provide for his 
family, sacrificing his own goals and 
dreams to provide for them. 

“So there is an element of other 
shows that we’ve done that fit in 


=| THEATRE 


Z 
this play,” Cuckow adds, “but it’s 
definitely more mainstream—I 
mean, it's one of the most popular 
plays ever written, and it is a con- 
scious choice to hopefully have a 
sort of crossover in audience. I think 
it’s a happy medium of a show: it’s 
mainstream, but it does have edge.” 
“It does really relate to a lot of 
the work that we've done, that sort 
of trying to find your way,” Sutley 
agrees. “It’s about identity, personal 
identity—and a family, I think, is one 
of the hardest places to really know 
who you are. I mean, it was just 
Christmas; so many people who are 
out in the world doing their things, 
and then all of the sudden they’re 
that same little kid, and mother 
knows just how to say the right 
thing to send them over the edge.” 


OF COURSE, they both agree that 
finding the right dynamic for that 


part of the show has been relatively 
easy, considering how long they’ve 
both been fans of the play. They've 
certainly found enough trials in 
another part of the play, though: at a 
pivotal moment, one of Laura’s glass 
animals breaks. It seems relatively 
minor, but finding glass figurines to 
be broken can be quite the ordeal, 
especially when you're working on 
as Sutley puts it, “No budget.” 

“That glass unicorn is the bane of 
my existence right now,” Sutley says 
with a laugh. “I think we've figured 
out how we're going to do it, but 
there are still some other things run- 
ning around in my head. It’s a smal] 
little detail, but man—just try to find 
a glass unicorn in Edmonton.” 

“You know, I keep on having peo. 
ple tell me to talk to other people 
about how they did the show, and 
maybe just borrow their props or 
something,” Cuckow adds. “But | 
don’t think it’s been done here, ever.’ 

Cuckow is right—the only refer- 
ence to a production in Edmonton | 
could find was a 1965 version at the 
Citadel, some 40 years ago, which is 
all the more reason it’s right up 
KYT’s alley, Cuckow says. 

“There are so many people in the 
theatre community, who've read it, 
of course, and they know it. It plays 
everywhere else, but they’ve never 
seen the show, which is another rea 
son why I felt it had to be done.” © 


THE GLASS MENAGERIE 

Directed by Kevin Sutley + By Tennessee 
Williams © Starring Nathan Cuckow 
Beth Graham, Marianne Copithorne and 
Chris Bullough ° Catalyst Theatre © Jan 
5-21 © 420-1757 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 
<%er e-mail Glenys at 

listings@vueweekly.com 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 63284-104 
St every Thu (6:30-8:30) + Organic Roots, 8225-122 St; 
every third Thu (6:30pm) 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
13212-106 Ave + Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne 
Racine + Every Tue (1-3pm) 

EDMONTON FRENCH MEETUP Lohemia Cyber Café, 
11012 Jasper Ave + Informal conversaton group, all levels 
of French speakers welcome + Wed, jan. 11 (7-9pm) 


FAMILY MEDIATION SOCIETY City Hall, Heritage Rm + 
Lunch and Leam: Rob Papin and Derrick Powder show 
the fim Gang Aftermath (ex-gang members open to any 
questions and/or information about their program) + jan. 
11 (noon-Ipm) * Free 

FAVA'S MONTHLY WRITER'S CIRCLE Exhibition Suite 
(429-1671) * Meeting on the first Tue ea. month (7- 

to discuss, share and comment on work in 

common challenges and and to hear from spe- 


9pm), 


FEDERAL ELECTION FORUMS + Riverbend 
Retirement Residence, 103 Rabbit Hill Court (438- 
7) an. 5 (4pm) * Leduc Alllance Church, 5503 
k Goid Dr, Leduc (986-1055) jan. 6 (7 pm) * Knox 
Metropolitan United Church, 8307-109 St 
athcona Federal Election All Candidates 
jon and Answer period with Linda Duncan 
Hladyshevsky (Liberal), Cameron 
unter (Marxist Leninist), 
declined to attend), modera- 
n, jan. 8 7-9pm) * Devon Golf 
and Country Chub, Devon (987-3569) Jan. 8 (pm) * 
Community League, 3803-114 St (435-7833) 
* NorQuest College, 10215-108 St, 
immugration Matters: Conservatives, 
beral ocrats in attendance; Jan. 11 (7:30pm) 
. anei Alberta Museum Theatre, 12845-102 Ave, 
a! a.org (420-0471) Focus on Health Care, 
Education, Early Childhood Services, 
ergy Policy, and the "Democratic Deficit”; 
à 7-9pm); free + St Joseph's Auxillary 
Hospital, 10707 29 Ave (430-9110) Jan. 12 (1:30pm) + 
Harry Ainlay School, 4350-111 St (413-2700) jan. 12 
(pm) * john Maland School, 105 Athabasca Ave, 
Devon (987-3709) jan. 13 (7 pm)* Duggan 


Wd OTT 


Community Hall, 3728 106 St (436-6987) jan. 15 
(pm) + St. David's United Church, 4614-48 St, 
Leduc (986-2085) Jan. 16 (7pm) * Southminster- 
Steinhauer United pi 10740-19 Ave (435-2028) 
Jan. 17 (7 pm) * Joseph MacNeil 
School, 2010 aera (471-4218) Jan. 19 (11:30am) 


GREAT EXPEDITIONS Hostel International, 10647-81 
Ave (454-6216) * Mt Kilimanjaro, Serengeti and 
Zanzibar Africa (2004), slide presentation by Patti Stobbe 
+ jan.9 

MONTREAL CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 
DEBRIEF Earth’s General Store, 10832 Whyte Ave (439- 
8725) + Presentation on the world conference held in 
Montreal in December * Tue, jan. 10 (7-9pm) * Free 


OUR NORTH AMERICA: FROM TURTLE ISLAND TO 
THE SECURITY AND PROSPERITY PARTNERSHIP 
Tory Bdg, Basement, Rm 95 + New Issues: Civil Society 
and Democracy, lecture featuring speakers Laura 
Macdonald and Jeffrey Ayres * Jan. 12 (3:30-Spm) _ 


SHARING THE WORLD'S RESOURCES WILL END 
WAR AND VIOLENCE-A SPIRITUAL PERSPECTIVE 
Still Point, 110, 10350-124 St (452-9388) + Wed, Jan. 18 
(7-9:30pm) + Cost: Donations 


TRANSMISSION MEDITATION Still Point, 110, 10350- 
124 St (452-9388) + A non-denominational, non-sectari- 
an form of group meditation for world service + Mon, 
Jan. 16 (7-9:30pm) * Donations 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 
Ave + Happy, healthy, hearty New Year potluck dinner, 
bring a vegetanan/vegan dish for at least six people and 
your own utensils, etc + Sun, Jan. 8 (5.30pm) * 32 
(member), $3 (non-member) 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION (434-2675) « 
Free guided hike/ski, approx. 11km at Islet Lake * Jan. 8 
(10am, meet at Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus + Sex, sexu- 
al, gender differences in education and culture focus 
group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualber- 
ta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP bwcoffee- 
group@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and bisex- 
ual women * Second Wed each month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) + 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 jasper Ave (488-6636) * 
Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: Amateur strip contest 


(12:30); DJ Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: Free pool, 
Malebox, DJ Arrowchaser + Wed: Gurlz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with Dj Eddy Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley Love, 
Yohko Oh-no, guests + Thu: Wet Undies Contest (12:30): 
with DJ Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no + Fri: Dj Alvaro dance 
party, male strippers + Sat: Theme parties, leather/fetish 
dungeon, free pool, pool tournament, DJ Arrowchaser + 
Sun: Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair 
(11pm), D] Eddy Toonflash 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) + Open 24/7 = www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) + An organization for gay men and lesbians 
in business and their non-gay friends to share business 
knowledge, learn, make friends and network in a positive, 
proud space where being yourself is the norm 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456-Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmon- 
ton.com * Programs and support services for people 
affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. 
‘Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduction, 
education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus © Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, straight 
allies and support staff + Third Thu each month (fall/win- 
ter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualber- 
taca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing con- 
fidential peer support to people living with HIV « Every 
Tue (7-9pm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer coun- 
selling 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) » 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African languages 
* Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) + Free (member)/$10 
(membership) + Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
wvw.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices + 
Every Tue and Thu 

MEDITATION 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) + Tranquility 
meditation, Tibetan tradition WITH Ani Lama Kunsang * 
am) + Free 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE Pride Centre, 10010-109 
St (488-3234) » Every Sun (7pm): A safe, supportive, 
confidential discussion group talking about all gay related 
issues, for men at any stage of coming out + Free * talk- 
ingwithpride@hotmail.com. 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 10010-109 St (462-5958) « 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm + 
Support/education for parents, families and friends of les- 
bians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) + Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) + Open Sun-Thu 
8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip with 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro + Thu: Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link game second 
and last Thu with Dj Jazzy Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New 
European. music with Dj] Outtawak Downstairs: DJ Jazzy + 
Sat: Every Sat like new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme 
parties with DJ Jazzy; Downstairs: New music with D] Dan 
and Mike + Long weekend Sundays: Betty Ford Hangover 
Clinic Show: Every long weekend with Dj Jazzy * Tue-Thu 
$1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


'WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
(noon) + Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Tizzy (7- 
12pm) * Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Pride Centre 
10010-109 St, www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every Sat 
(7-9pm) + An adult facilitated social/support group for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and straight youth 
under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BRIDAL FAIR 2006 Shaw Conference Centre, 451- 
8000 + Sun, Jan. 8 (11:30am and 3:30pm) = $13.50 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE Stanley A Milner Theatre, 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7070) + Agata and the 
Storm, Italian with English subtitles, rating: 14A, sexual 
content * Wed, Jan. 11 (7pm) * Free 

PSYCHIC FAIR Sands Hotel, 12340 Fort Rd, www.psy- 
chicvisions.gobot.com * Jan. 6 (2-8pm), Jan. 7 (noon- 
8pm), Jan. 8 (11am-8pm © $5 (door) 

RADHA’S STORY, A BIOGRAPHY OF SWAMI 
SIVANANDA RADHA Still Point, 110, 10350-124 St 
(452-9388) + Movie showing presented by Carlean 
Fisher Cathy Anne Pachnowski of the Radha Yoga Centre 
* Fri, Jan. 13 (7:30-9:30pm) * Donations 


KARAOKE 


ALBERT’S 9308-34 Ave + Every Tue (8pm): with 
Prosound Productions 

AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) + Every Thu 
(9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) © Every Wed-Sun 
(9pm): with Brad Scott 

BANKER’S PUB 16753-100 St (406-5440) + Every Fri 
(9pm-lam) * Every Sun (8pm-midnight): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 

BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert, 418-6332 * Every Thu * Every Wed: name that 
tune 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) = 


Every Sun (8pm-12): Hosted by Jeannie 
CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St (426-5555) + Every 
Sat (9pm): Jameoke 
ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Every Mon (9pm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 
FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) * Every 
Thu/Sat (10pm-2:30am): Debra-Fae 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) + Every Tue/Wed 
(@pm) 
HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave + Every Thu (8:30pm): with 
Linda, Prosound Productions 
PUB 11948-127 Ave (451-8779) * Every 
Mon (7-11 pm): hosted by Peggy Sue 
LAKEVIEW PUB 18, 9104-179 Ave * Every Sat (9pm- 
lam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
MOJO’S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan * Every 
Fri (9:30pm): with Prosound Productions 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) + Every Tue 
(9:30pm) with Right Said Ed 
PICARDS PUB 10725-104 Ave (428-4386) + Every Wed 
(8pm): with Christy, Mr. Entertainment 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + Downtown, 10604-101 
St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with 
Ruth + Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily 
(9:30pm) © Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439- 
7211); every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave. 
every Thu-Sat (9pm-1am); with Off-Key Entertainment 
SANTANA’S + Every Wed (9pm-2am) 
SILVER MARTINI 10668-156 St * Every Thu/Sat (9pm) 
with Prosound Productions 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) + Every Tues, Fri-Sat 
(7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 
SUNSET PIZZA 152, Stony Plain Rd + Every Wed-Sat 
(9pm-2am) 
T. B'S PUB 62 St, Stony Plain Rd (443-2621) © Every Fri- 
Sat (9pm-2am): with Jeannie; games and prizes 
TODAY’S 5224-86 St (465-6223) + Every Fri/Sat (9pm- 
lam) 
WHISTLE STOP PUB 24 Ave, 132 St (451-5506) + 
Every Wed-Thu: with Jeannie 
WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) * Every 
Fri/Sat (9pm-1am) 
WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) + Open Daily 
(noon) + Every Sat-Wed (7pm-midnight): with Annie and 
Tizy 
YESTERDAY'S 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) * 
Every Tue (9pm-1am): Off-Key Entertainment with Nicole 
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The Alberta Society elp eut studios for rent 
` 
of Artists Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day) nats scene. = 
4 A perm/PT, Must have mini-van or truck. Looking 200-500 SF. Great Downtwon at the 
E ant to place o Caed ad io 5 Looking fora part-time for reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. Great West Saddlery Bie, 101 7-104 St 
Vue We please phone 426-1996. services Artistic Coordinat all Mike 429-4092 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. istic Coordinator upcoming events 
dlasces appiini 20 hours ERA AOSIENE | upcoming events M 
5 r month). 221-311 PUBLIC TALK: MEDITATION & EAC 
De ere ciate edad with ‘ne Music Instruction for ial bass, drums Drop ir Jan. 12th, 7-£ rari 
nd percussion Buc entre j 
Buddhist monk. Amitabha Kadampa Buddhist Applicants should have Private instruction: focus on individual! e e For more into call 412-1006 
Centre @ Garneau United, 11148-84 Ave. Drop- good writing skills, an ability Professional, caring instructors www.MeditationEdmonton.com 
with music degrees 


in Thurs. 7-9pm. Ph: 412-1006 
www.MeditationEdmonton.org 


SWITCH 10 EASY RECONNECT. GET RECONNECTED 


to write grants and work 
1-877-446-5877 


with budgets as well as 
good PR and 
communication skills. 


Start date-February 15 
Starting wage-$15 per hour 


Quality music instruction since 1981 


Always wanted to be a Martial Artist? 
Why wait another day? Call Northern River 
Karate School 707-3693 for a free class! 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


BELLY DANCE CLASSES 


Starting Jan. 9th, all levels, Edmonton North & New Year's Predictions Psychic Fair Jan. 6, 7 and i 
Cental Ph: 438-0706 for morent or vist Se e Fo eatRead) Edrrarton plus benefits. Online/Correspondence 
www-dldlya,byregion.ne| Hours- Fri 6th 2-8pm, Sat 7th noon-8pm, Sun 8th 
Please send your resume to: 1-888-270-2941 


11am-8pm, Door Adm. $5. 
massage thera Py www.psychicvisions.gobot.com 


ASA Selection Committee, 
FREE Info Seminar Overseas Job 


If you're tired of insufficient therapies call Heidi help wanted 9243-54 Street, Edmonton 
ae Nt aaa AB, T6B 213 mwg Guaranteed! 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
Pla Classified ad in Vue Week! the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
ce your Classified ad in Vue 4 T St. 
PRone 426-1996 for more info. acs ag aurea CMH 


(Calgary Trail Southbound i 
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Across from Save-on-Foods) iS 4 TESOL 
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Contact Danielle 
daNielle@damselflydesign.ca 


THREE LINES 
FOR $12.50 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Work, work, work 


Dear Readers: 

When last we visited Polyland a few 
weeks back, | was congratulating 
myself for doing a necessary public ser- 


= vice: warning would-be polyamorists 


that they would fail unless they hap- 
pened to belong to that select group 
born with not only the desire but the 
ability to share. If | gave short shrift to 
the fact that polyamory takes hard 
work on top of natural inclination, plus 
the good luck to find similarly inclined 
partners, | apologize. I'm continually 
amused, however, by the way the poly 
partisans who've been writing me 
(very eloquently, | must say) insist on 
hard work as the one secret to success- 
ful multiple relationships, or, for that 
matter, any relationship. “How would | 


aèsay it?” asks “Happypoly,” in the col- 


umn published December 15 or there- 
abouts. “Poly works for those 
committed to the hard personal work 
needed make it work.... Of course, the 
same could be said of all other forms of 
relationships.” 

Seeing this attitude espoused every- 
where, especially by therapists, has not 
managed to convince me that it’s true, 
merely that it is, apparently, what peo- 
ple want to hear. Of course a good rela- 
tionship requires attention and 
occasional maintenance—what living 
creature does not?—but the constant 
harping on work, work, work makes me 
both tired and suspicious. The tired 


„part needs no explanation; the suspi- 


e 


cious part, well, what is paying a thera- 
pist if not “working on it?” | may be 
lazy (Okay, | am lazy) but I maintain 
that you can tell you have a good rela- 
tionship when it pretty much runs itself. 
“Oh, we work on our relationship con- 
stantly!” does not make me think, “Oh, 
good for you guys!” It makes me think, 
“Oh, bro-ther.” 
Love, Andrea 


Dear Andrea: 

It seems everything you say about those 
trying to be polyamorous can also be 
said about those trying to be monoga- 
mous. How many people do you know 


eS fi f 
who got that right the first time? How 


many people do you know really know 
how to do relationships at all? The poly 
people I know seem to be good at it 
because, well, they had to get good at 
hips. I’ve personally seen 
e problems with expectations based 
n the monogamous template we've 
d up from social cues around us 
than with jealousy. Part of getting good 
learning to undo all we've 
earned, and find out what's really in our 
hearts. Whether polyamorous or monog- 
amous, we could all benefit from finding 
an unselfish love 


Love, Poly Up North 


g rela 


at this is 


Dear North: 
All nicely put. | guess we part company 
where we successfully undo all our life- 


ved th t those templates were 
red, as opposed to inborn (l actu- 


ally believe it’s some and some, of 


= course), | don’t know what it would 


take to convince me that such pro- 
gramming could be successfully 
unlearned by more than a talented and 
lucky few. I’m glad you brought up 
selfish and unselfish monogamy, 
though. That’s a distinction that need- 
ed making. 
Love, Andrea 


Dear Andrea: 
I come down somewhere between your 
position and that of Happypoly on the 
question of who is well-suited to a poly 
life. | agree that the majority of poly 
people experience significant challenges 
in their relationships, especially at first. 
Of course, this doesn’t mean that their 
relationships ultimately fail. In my expe- 
rience and observation, the following 
factors most positively influence the odds 
for success: 

1. General attitude of good will and 
a generosity of spirit; 


2. Willingness to be honest, especial- | 


ly when the news is likely to hurt; 
3. Independent spirit; 
4. Strong personal desire for a poly life; 
5. Reasonably good emotional intelli- 
gence and self esteem; 


6. Reading poly literature and dis- | 


cussing with partners. 

Likely the poly relationships you've 
seen crash and burn were insufficiently 
supplied with one or more of these com- 
ponents. 

Love, Poly Out East 


Dear East: 

It all sounds so nice. | have no doubt, 
actually, that these factors do indeed 
play a role in the success or failure of 
people's poly endeavours. | can’t help 


but be reminded, though, of a friend’s | 


research into what actually motivates 
people to have high-risk, unprotected 
sex. It was assumed for the first 20 
years or so of safer sex education that 
people weren’t using condoms because 
(a) they didn’t know how HIV spreads 


or (b) they didn’t have access to con- | 


doms. It turned out, of course, that 


some 99-100 per cent of the people | 
having high-risk unprotected sex both | 


know how to avoid contracting HIV | 
and have access to supplies. They have | 


their own reasons (denial, peer pres- 
sure, desire, dislike of being lectured at, 
and so on) for choosing not to use con- 
doms, and there is no chance of affect- 
ing their behaviour without taking 
these very real concerns into account. 
This may seem a far-fetched and 


unfair comparison, | know, but I like to | 


keep in mind that we shouldn't assume 


that what makes people tick is what | 
ought to make them tick. People is | 


weird. 
Love, Andrea © 


Eee tamer oy 
Tuesday 


etings: every. 
at noon. Call Perry af 426-5882 for details 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 


2 bedroom bungalow. | 
Hardwood floors, large living 
room, bedroom and bath in 
basement. Steel fence. 
$118,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


Perfect for single professional lifestyle - onty $125,700. 
Over 1000sq fl. of newly decorated living space in this 
2+2 bedrm_upgraded,cheracter home. Bonus of double 
(garage, low taxes, central location (2mins. to LAT). Why 
rent when you can own for less than S700/mon (osc). 
CONTACT: RENE BLADON, REMAX RIVER CITY 
PAGER: 439-7000 + CELL: 984-0096 


FREE. FREE. FREE. FREE. FREE 
FREE® FREE. FREE* FREE. FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, 


providing the ad is ieee 
Ads of more than 20 words subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


e the winner must be 18 or older 


e prize must be accepted as 
awarded 

e no one may enter any contest 
more than once 

e you may win only once every 60 
days 

e Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


e no staff, sponsors or members of 
their immediate family may enter 


e the personal information of 
those who enter will not be sold 
but may be provided to contest 
sponsors 


e the chances of winning depend 
on the number of entries received 


e by entering, entrants consent to 
the use of their names by Vue 
Weekly for publicity 


e Vue Weekly is not responsible for 
prizes unclaimed after 15 days 


ing, i or by fax. Duplicate ads will not 
path eros mistake, Free ads will nun fer 
meri eh Seal 
one al 
ot pele m 


ice@vue ly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tur fore publica- 
tion. Placement will depend upon available space. 


if the HAT fits call for submissions, open to 
Alberta artists. Deadline: Mar. 15, 2006. For info 
Ph 461-9028, e-m: daNielle@damselflydesign.ca 


Sick and Disturbing, Bloody and Demented. | 
want to hptoprapyy your artwork and multimedia 
pieces. Trade Tor services or free, 780-914-8747. 


Printmaking workshops: introduction to silkscreen; 
Thursdays, 6-9pm, Jan. 26-Feb, 23 Ph 423-1492, 
Wwww.snapartists.com 


Introduction to woodcut; Wednesdays, 6-9pm; Feb. 
1-Mar. 1, Ph 423-1492, www.snapartists.com 


Introduction to Etching; Saturdays; 1-4pm; Feb. 4- 
Mar. 11. Ph 423-1492, www.snapartists.com 


WALTERDALE WORKSHOP, “Making the Most of 
Your Audition." Jan. 7-and 8, 2006. Members free, 
non-members only $25! 454-8606 to register. 


Focus on Fibre Art Association is seeking entries 
for juried competition/show of fibre art. 
Deadline: Feb. 10, 2006. Ph Shirley 469-1783. 


Printmaking workshops at SNAP Gallery and 
Printshop in Etching and Silkscreen. Starting 
soon. Call 423-1492 to register, info. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
anists, Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photas; CV; Artist 
statement. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


T 


Art classes at Harcourt House: Figurative Sculpture, 
Drawing and Painting, Ph 426-4180 


Music and Performance Artists! www.PunkTV.ca 
accepting content submissions for shows, video, 
radio, interviews, artists@punktv.ca/780-91 4-87.47 


Bands wanted for recording, collaboration and 
management call Steve 1-403-578-4371 


Need eee a guitarist bassist, ethnic 
instrumentalist for serious orig. psy/eastey 
project. Alin. 2375540. P 


Vocalis/Rythm looking to form a soft rock band 
nfl, OLP, Coldplay, MGB, looking for 
talented/passionate players. David. 490-9220 


: 


Willing to trade n coming sine for gear vehicle 
and or items of value call Steve 1-403-578-437 | 


Drummer and lead guitar wanted for alt rock 
band-original and covers. Must be interested ir 
recording and gigging. 239-7335. 


Wanted: lead guitarist for band playing corporat: 
one-nighters (country/classic rock/"50s), Vocal 
an asset. Ph 449.9478. 


Guitar ile ile looking for drummer and 
ass player 
for punk band. Infl. White Stripes. Ph 919-393 


Looking for bands to play on Sundays. Rock 

blues, alt, Celtic, Sisy etc. Come and see 

Tanya with demo or ref @ The Atlantic Trap & 
Gill, 7704-104 St, 432-4611. 


CD / DVD MANUFACTURING 


500 CDs -*1085~ 1000 CDs -*1595 


COMPLETE PRODUCTION CD PACKAGES! 


Standard Jewel Boxes (black trays), assembled, wrapped. Injection-molded CDs with 3 
Colour (silkscreen). Full Colour/Grayecale 2-Panet Insert & Full Colour Tray. 


1°800°662°4033 


We specialize in Custom Cardboard Packages & Digipaks! 
SPIN wwwsniniigitalmedia.com 


OIGHTAL MEDIA COMP 


ENGINEERING & ROOUCHION 4 


FILM &-DIGITAL 


‘Classes start soon 
‘Student Loans 
- HRSDC 


WWW.PACIFICAY.COM 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 
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se : Support the Y.E.S.S, annual campaign. 
volunteer The Youth Emergency Shelter, Ph Ph 468-9070. 


Inner City seniors Ay in need of winter 
Wecan Food Basket Seeks Volun' 
pertunity for pene Simed nees to clothing. Brads 2626. 
p c Volunteer needed in tne Bante Doon E i E 
rices. o ny ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call P.A.L.S., 424- 
area to help process food orders. Ph 413-4525. malt Help pale learn English as a second 
=e Ys NDP Campaign team in language. Training materials provided, 
cafes Centre is seek for SlUgtEErs: with 
rogressive ideas who want to make a real dif- 
ference in the iPad if federal election. Wide 
intel 


tS 
Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants on 
variety of skills and Kas welcomed, Call 


a first time shopping trip for essentials, 
Mornings, weekdays. Ph Judy 424-3545. 


Cn 
Healthy volunteers required for research studies 
with the Bratn Neurobiology Research Program 
at U of A. Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement will be provided. 


EXPERIENCING INFERTILITY? WANTED: 
Females 18+ encountering infertility for year or 
more, describe aac of infertility for 
research study at the U of A. Rachel at 451-9005 
or infertilityresearch@hotmail.co 


Hottest Live Chat! 
It's free for women, men get 
30 min EREE pan code 1752. 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is analy looking for onn attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


t local women! 
call FRE Chat NOW! 


669-2323 
other cities; 1-888- 382: 8282 
18+. No liability. 


sex trade workers 


IFFANY 
DARK HAIRED, BLUE EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY 


WITH BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294. 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 


(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


GrajeVine 


ERSONALS 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEW: 
702.2223 


CENSORED ERG@IGISTORIES - 


All Matt 
All Live. 


~Quiseline- 


TALKING C 


403-770-0990 


OTHER CITIES 1-888-482-8282 


ON YOU 


Calls cost 79¢/min 


NighiLine 


PERSONALS 


chat FREE 


HOT LOCAL SINGLES! 


> 180-665- bubs 


use code eu 


Use FREE trial 
code: 2315 


780.413.7122 


$24.°/75 minutes: 1.900.451.2853 


Romantic 
ho 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 
Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 585,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 
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Publications Mail Agreement # 40022989 


University of Alberta Library 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
Sth Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB. 

T6G 2J8 
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